16. Plasters and paints

Adabe walls have o e }li;[‘;{ttﬁt‘:ﬁd by maortars made
of carcth or bime, or by carth seabilized with
cement, Hime or bitmen, A pure coment plaster
shoubd nover be used, as it 15 oo brivde and rends
e wruck under thermal loads (through expansion
andd rerraction} and nnder mechanical impaces,
Hwater penserates through these oracks, the carth
undernouth will expand creattng more oracks, or
wven burst eff,

The chureh st Ranchos Jo Taos, New Maxico,
pe g, M-l which was boilr in 1815 with adobs
walls, svas plastored with coment plaster during o
eestoration in 1967, Eloven veurs later the plaster
had o be aken off, s run warer had pencrrared
through the many cracks and cansed the
desrustion of muny puies of the surface,
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I an warth mortr s vsed for plesreriag, 1o s
recommended thar the surtace be made
waterprool by applying o pamnt of Hime or Hmge
casein. Rammed earth walls do per necd
plastering, It is bettor to smoothe the surfses with
a tpowel while 1018 sdll homld snd then add pwo
ar three lavers of thin lime or ime-casein paine,
The tirst byver must have a high water content,
s thar it peneirares 2 of 5 mm deep into tha wall.




