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thousands of people Because the country is prone to
avariety of natural and man-made disasters, including
Hoods, cyclones, droughts, earthquakes, landslides,
and chemucal disasters, emergency preparedness and
disaster mutigation have a long tradition in India. The
Government has organized disaster preparedness ac-
tvities at district, union and state levels. The military
plays a major role in disaster relief. The Government,
UNagencies and NGOs supportemergency prepared-
ness activities ranging from construction of cyclone
sheiters to development of early warning systems.
Over the past six years, WHO has worked closely
with the Ministry of Health to strengthen emergency
preparedness capacity in the health sector. (For specific
EPR acnwvities conducted i India in 1993, and funded by

WHO, FINNPREP and the Government of India, see
seciion on "“WHQ Collaborating Centre in Calcutta, India”
in Chapter &)

Workshops, conferences and meetings

Asia-Pac'fic Workshop for National Health
Emergency Managers

{22-26 February 1993, Bangkok, Thailand)

Reglonal cooperation in emergency management for
the health sector took a step forward in 1993 Forthe
first, ume national health emergency managers of
countries in the Asia-Paciflic region identfied com-
mon challenges and outined solutions to deal with
thern. The warkshop, which was held at the Asian
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