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| Social and economic conditions in the
valley of the Bartang River

v

10.1 Introduction and Shakhdara Rivers, whlch

d by glaciers and demonstrate
Wi

vc|||ey (Note: In this chapfe
nght” or “left” are quen as Iook

, te /; the entire national
economic activityl is congentrated within the
mountainous valleys o
Yozgulem, Bartang, Gunt

Tajikistan, but also
boundary of the reg
d ,

een developed because of
ies and lack of transportation into

same hme,
hazards assoc
; condlhons

e valley of the Bartang River is still poorly
developed. At present it can boast of only
28 settlements, four of which have come into
existence in the last 4 fo 5 years. The sefﬂements
are situated irregularly along
~ The 11 largest villages are

downstream 60 km of the v
| Slpon| mhabn’red area)

/s of the Bartang «and Yazgulem Rwers
ed as exceptions, when compared  each O*hef There are
alleys. In conirast to the valleys &Jce one anOﬂﬁy




The villages are situated on high terraces of the
right bank of the Bartang River obove the flood
plain, and on debris cones ond low terraces of
the left bank, which also lie above the flood plain.
Arable lands lie either within the villages or

nearby.

10.3 Regional transportation

An unpaved automebile rood, which runs mainly
along the right bonk, connects the villages with
the disfrict center, Rushan. The bridges and the
main automobile road are cenirolled by the
Mountain Societies Development Special
Programme (MSDSP), o programme of the Aga
Khan Development Network. The most difficult
sections of rood are those from Shudzhait to Emu
and from Hijlis to Bisav. In these siretches, the
road undercuts shifting telus depasits, which
hamper vehicular rovel at oll times of the year.

Another inhabited area - the Basid region -
occupies o 35-km-long secior in the middle stretch
of the valley. It consists of six villages, three of
which have come into existence within the last 3 to
4 years. All of these villages, except Chagib, are
situated on the left bank of the Barang River. Only
the village ot Basid has direct access to
autemobile communication, because the main

road from Rushan to Borchidev passes through

this village, Other villages cre connected with this

road by suspension footbridges.

Areas serving as cropland, both within and
outside the viliages, cre shrinking in size because
of encroaching development. As a future
prospect, it will be possible to develop a separafe
oullier of the ancient valley of the Bartang River —
the ancient aliuvial platecu known s Ql, which
lies above the villages of Ajirf and Basid of an
elevation of 2,800 to 3,200 m. This plateau lies
250-300 m above the bottom of the valley and
the currently inhabited areas, and is practically

without water. lts development can begin only
after construction of water-supply chonnels and
redistribution of inhabifed areos. The construction
of the channels on the ploteau above the villages
of Basid and Ajirf has alreody begun with the
help of MSDSP. but progress is very slow because
of lac« of transport, construction equipment, and
fuel. Also, the annual construction season is very
short. Construction can be undertoken only in
summer and - for @ shorf ime = in aufumn.

Until 5 years ago, the six villages of the Basid
region in the central Bartang valley had ne
automobile connection with the lower part of the
valley. Since then, the rood has been constructed
within a very short period of time by local
workers, mainly by hand and with the help of
local resources. The condition of the road is
controlled by the Hukumat (@ provincial
government office) of the Rushan district and by
the MSDSP. All of the maintenance efforts are
condccled by the villagers.

The tird inhabited area, from Roshorv to
Barchidev, is situated in the upper part of the
Bartang River valley. It occupies an area of about
10 km ond includes six villages. Cne of these




villages ~ Vijravsh - 1s made up of only nine
households; it came into being only 3 years ago.
Roshorv, the largest village, and the village of
Savnob fie on the aforementiened ancient plateay
of alluvial and moraine origin at an elevaticn of
2,800 to 3,200 m. The villages of Barchide,
Nusher, and Yapshorv are situated on the botiom
and lower sides of the valley.

The villeges are connected between themselves
and with the district center of Rushan by an
automobile road that has been functioning
normally for only the past 5 years. At present. this
road is controlled by the Tajik Committee on
Emergencies. The most difficult sectians of the
road from Rushan to Barchidev lie between the
villages of Chadud and Vijrav. This stretch of road
crosses several active landslides and is traversed
by several lateral streams. In summer, it is almost
impossible fo wade across these streams, and
make-shift footbridges are washed away every
year. During the time of this very mission, two
women from the village of Roshorv drowned
when aftempting to cross Bardara Creek, 5 km
upstream from where it enters the Bartang River.
They had already made a 49-km downhill trek,
when they met their dectth.

From the village of Savnob, the road passes
through the valley of the Kudara River and farther
on ko Murgab in the eastern Porir Range.

10.4 Socio-economic conditions
in the Bartang valley

The economic and social conditions in the villages
in the Bartang valley depend. as the above-
mentioned geclogical and geographical features
would suggest, directly upon the following factors:

+ Presence and condition of automobile roads
through the valley and within the inhabited
arecs;

+ Availability of arable lands;

+ Geographic position and climatic conditions
of the inhabited areas;

Summarizing all three of these factors, we can ses
that the farther down the valley, the better the
social situation, and vice versa

Potatoes and cersal grains are the most common
crops in the region. However, in some years the
growing seasor is teo short for the cereals o
ripen, and the people of the upper and middle
ports of the valley remain practically without
bread for 2, or even 3, months before the new
harvest. Bacause there is no all-year transport to
the villages of Ajirv and Barchidev, goods are
delivered there only occasionally, which makes
them very expensive. The high cost of gasoline
sends the prices in the village markets even higher.
For example, if a liter of gasoline can be
purchased in Khorog for 400 Taijik reubles, i the
village of Nisur it will cost 1,300 roubles. It is no
wonder, fen, that food prices in Nisur are three to
four times as high as in Khorog. In all villages
upstream from the village of Sinoj, individual
families have orly a small supply of homemade
rye flour, and some don't even have *hat. Most of
the villagers ea- plant roots and herbs at least
some time during the year Everyone looks
forward to this year's (1999) harvest, but there s
itle hope that the harvest time will come soon
because of abrormally low temperatures and
extremely heavy precipitation in 1998-19%9.
During cur visit, nhaobitants of the villages of Ajiry,
Basid, Chadud, Vijrav, Yapshorv, and Roshorv in
the Bartang valley, and Rukhch in the valley of the
Kudara River, looked even more emaciated than
the pecple in other villages, and their houses were
pififul sights All of the people were very poorly
dressed, and had no fuel of any kind to heat their
houses.



10.5 Recommendations for improving the socio-economic status of the
people of the Bartang valley

There is no doubt that the present poor state of the inhabitants of the Bariang valley is to a cerfain extent
the result of widespread knowledge of the hazard associated with Loke Sarez and the ensuing lack of
well-targeted and proper development. It is also cleer that the present situation will remain unchanged
until the problem of the stability of Usoi dam is solved. However, it is still possible — and, what is more,
necessary ~ lo improve the socio-economic corditions in the region in spite of the threat from the lake. To
da so, will require the following actians:

+ The government {local, regional, or national} must exercise control over future setilement of the
Bartang valley, allowing enlargement of inhabited areas to an elevation of no more than 50 m above
the present floor of the valley.

+ Encouragement of further development of the high-elevation Basid-Ajirf and Roshorf-Nisur-Ten
plateaus.

+ Repair and reconsfruction of secfions of the main cutomobile road in the Bartang valley, especially in
the stretches from Emu to Ajirf and Basid to Yavshorv.

« Consiruction of reliable suspension bridges across the dangerous strems in the section of the road
that connects the villages of Basid and Vijravi.

+ Organization of emergency one-time assistance in the form of food and clothing supplies to aid the
inhabitants of the villages of Vijrav, Gariiv, Yapshorv, Roshorv, and Berchidev in the Bartang valley,
and the village of Rukhch in the Kudara valley, taking into account the financial positions of the
families.

+ Crganization of periodic humanitarian assistance fo alf of the villoges in the middle and upper parts
of the Bartang valley, consisting of flour, as well as new kinds of fast-maluring potatoes, rye, and other
grain crops.

+ Encouragement of the development of tradifiona! national trades, which may become one of the
most important sources of income generation in many villages.



