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Xie Qimei
Under-Secretary-General, United MNations Depariment
of Technical Co-operation for Development (UNDTCD)

I should hke to begin on behafl of UN DTCD
by expressing our sincere thanks to ‘ne Government
of Japan for cooperating in ki 'Internalional
Symposium on Challenges of the lnternational Decade
for Natural Disaster Reduction {IDNDR™

In recent wears, the world commumty has become
imcreasingly zlarmed by the devastavon caused by
earthquakes, floods, droughts, storms. and the like In
1988 alone, the hurricane in the Caribbean region. the
great fiood in Bangladesh and the earthquake n
Armenia resulled i great losses, and the tragedies are
still fresh 1n our memories A great disaster invanably
causes epormous human suffernng and great economic
losses These are particularly senious in the case of
developing countries where only scarce resources are
available for long-term national development, and the
cost of coping with emergency situations on the short
term places a further strain on their infrastructure.
This. n turn, imposes further constraints on national
development. While many disasters cannot be avoided.
adequate forward planning can, in almost every
instance, reduce the impact and hmit the extent of
such tragedies Thus. it 1s essential to incorporale the
relevant disaster prevention programmes, €mergency
rehef preparedness and postdisaster rehabilitation
programmes Into the comprehensive national and
subnational development planning process. Far greater
attention must be paid to ensure that regional or
subregional development planming is based on the
premise of disaster incidence, to this end. technical
cooperation has become increasingly important It is
opportune, therefore, that the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction (IDNDR), starting in 1990,
will focus on efforts to strengthen the capacities of
Member States, particularly the developing countries,
to plan more elfectively for early warning, preveniion,
and mitigation of the effects of natural disasters
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UN,”DTCD has been concerned with the general
deterioration 11 environmental conditons in the
developing countries. The role of DTCD 1n the Decade
15 ta concentrate on concrete proposals which will
strengthen the capacity of developing countries to plan
for the prevention and mitigation of natural disasters
and, to this end, to help strengthen developing
country capacities in this area This will require
earnest efforts for institution-building and for training
of national personnel. DTCD, which possesses the
expertise for natural disaster preventien and mitigation,
can provide advisory assistance at fairly short notice
to the developing countries. These cover both planning
measures to prevent or rmummze potential disasters,
damage assessment to evaluate their impact, and
postdisaster rehabilitation of power supply, water
supply and of infrastructure Extending assistance to
the developmng countries 1n esyymatung the costs and
requirements for reconstruction and rehabihitation 1s
another area. where DTCD can play a usefui role
DTCD can also assist through organizing sermnars and
meetings, tc promote the exchange of information
among concerned officials of the developed and the

developing countnes in their respective areas of
expertise.
The United Nations  Centre for Regional

Development (UNCRD) will be an advance base for
promoting these acivines in the Decade UNCRD wili
also play an impertant role 1n technology transfer from
developed to develeping countries. Particular attention
will be paid to the utilizatwon of advanced technolegy
and effective admimstrative arrangements for the
prevention and mutigation of naturai disasters The
Centre has considerable experience in the field of
disaster prevention planming which can be valuable in
this regard

In conclusion let me stress that success 1n the
field of disaster prevention and mitigation 1s contingent
upon the collective efforts and cooperation of all of us
concerned. [ am convinced that our shared expernience
and renewed endeavour will help chart new horizons
in this lield 1n the nterest of mankind as a whole
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Hidehiko Sazanami

Director,

United Nations Centre for Regional

Development (UNCRD)

UNCRD has been undertaking studies on regional
development planning for disaster preveation and
management since [885 An international seminar on
Regional Development Planmng for  Disaster
Management was organized in September 1986 on the
occasion of the 15th anmversary of UNCRD which
was participated by  professionals, experts and
admunistrators from Japan and other countries. In
October 1987. UNCRD arranged its furst research and
training seminar on Regional Development Planning
for Disaster Prevention in coliaboration with the
Science Council of Japan where aiso Dr Frank Press,
president of National Academy of Sciences of US A..
delivered the keynote speech In July 1988, UNCRD
orgamzed the second research and training seminar on
Regional Development Planning for Disaster Prevenuon
and Japan-United State workshop on Urban Earthquake
Hazards Reduction, cosponsoring with Institute of
Social Safety Science of Japan. The exchange ol
knowledge, expenence and information in the above
sequaars and workshop through parucipatuar of by
distinguished researchers contributed a lot towards
undertaking and formulating regionzl development
planning for disaster management

In order tec contribute towards m:ugation of
disaster and human suffering, UNCRD has undertaken
research and training activities on regional development
planning for disaster prevention and management as
one of the seven major unmits of activities of the
Centre. Efforts and assistance provided by the
concerned persons for realization of above set up are
very much appreclated.

The IDNDR, commencing from 1[990, = a good
oppartumty for the Centre to work actively in the area
of disaster prevention and mitigation and to conduct
tull scale studies and effective truming programmes
fram wvarwous standpeints thereby strengthemng
research and traimng acuvities than before
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The principle of research and traimng on disaster
prevention and management in the Centre is to
establish comprehensive disaster prevention measures
hased on the linkage between natural and social
sctences, and 1ts concrete objective is to develop and
disseminate methods and mechamsms for involving
disaster prevention and management strategies into
the process of regional development. This will require
active collaboration among various experts and
institutions  concerned  with regional development
planning

This report presents basic policy of UNCRD and
reference matenals and informauon coliected by the
Centre in the area of disaster prevention and
management We trust that this report would be
useful to all concerned persons and Institutions
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