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{Nagasaki Prefectural Government)

THE FLOOD DISASTER IN NAGASAKI (23 July
1982 7 JAPAN)

1 Flood and Resulting Damage

In Nagasaki City and neighbouring towns, the rain
began on 10 July 1982 The ground was already soft.
in the evening of the 23rd, there was record-breaking
rain, and the precipitation was 187mm per hour, The
area was badly damaged from a flood and fandslide

The death toll was 285, with 4 missing and 8§05
injured, Damage to houses included 584 completely
destroyed, 954 half-destroyed and 1111 partially
destroyed. Houses flooded above the [loor level totalled
17,905, and below the floor 19,197. The total damage
caused by the heavy rain in several hours amounted
to ¥315.3billion ¥Y6billion’s worth to commerce and
industry, ¥84.3billion to agncuiturc and forestry, ¥55.6
bullion to engineering, and ¥43.1billon to housing The
characteristics of this disaster were that about 80% of
dead or missing wus due to landslide or mudflow, with
only very few dircctly killed by flood or increased
water levels. Because mud accumulated in bwldings
and houses in the downstream areas, work to put
buildings and roads in order took a great deal of time

2. Relief Activities and Countermeasures

While Nagasaki Prefectural Government, the
central government and other concerned municipalitics
estahlished headquarters to relieve the sufferers in the
disaster-hit area, relief activities also reached Nagasaki
from all over Japan.

With regard to the cause of the damage, the
following reasons were pointed out: It had not been
pessible to predict such a disastrous storm; neither
government nor citizens had been adequately prepared
for the flood After experiencing the disaster,
Nugasaki Prefectural Government established two
committees to review  comprehensive  disaster
prevention  countermeasures. The committees
recommended the establishment of self help disaster
prevention organizations as well as to set up
countermeasures for refuge; it was also recommended
that the government should strengthen its functions to
collect and dissemmnate information. to grasp correct
information. and to make correct decisions rapidly, at
the actual time of disaster. [t was also recommended
that the government should prepare the city against
natural  disasters, including implementation of
countermeasures for steeply sloped land and flood
control. The government, consequently undertook
to provide measures where feasible.

(Nagasak: Prefectural Government}
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THE FLOOD DISASTER IN BANGLADESH (1988)
1. Flood and Resulting Damage

Starting in June 1988, heavy monsoon ramn
continued to fall in the upstream area of the Ganges
and the Bramaputra Rivers. From August, Bangtadesh
was hit by the largest floed in its history lt was
reported that three-fourths of the country were
swarmped and 37 mulhon people, or onethird of the
population. suffered and over 1.000 persons were killed
by the flood.

The granary plain area in the country was
damaged The Bangladesh economy, whose GNP was
estimated at US$1680 per capita. was severely damaged.
When the flood flowed nto Dacca, the capital of the
countey, water and power supplies were cut off.
Livelihood of the people 1t the city was badly
affected. and some of the universities were closed.
Santation problems occurred. and epidemics spread
throughout the city.

2. Relief Activities

The Red Cross, and aid from many countries,
contributed to  relief and rescue activities in
Bangladesh. Although it was a widespread flood. the
death toll was relatively small, because emergency
telecommunication as well as shelters for refugees
were set up with aid from many countries and vanous
organizations

3. Cause and Countermeasures

Indirect causes of the frequent occurrence of
floods in recent years are deforestation and increase
of pasture in the foothills of the Himalayas, the area
arpund the source of rivers; the rivers lost therr
capacity to hold water so that the earth and sand
have been carried away; the bottoms of rivers have
been significantly raised all over the country. It is
estimated that 420 million tons of soil have been
carried down to the mouth of the river.

Most of the country is alluvial plamn, which has
been formed with  the accumulated sod from
floodwaters. Conditions in Bangladesh are, therefore,
complex. Comprehensive long-term countermeasures
are urgently needed

(REUTER-SUN)
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HURRICANE GILBERT IN THE CARIBBEAN REGION
{September 1988}

1 Hurricane and Resulting Damaga

The giant Hurricane Gilbert, which formed in the
Atlantic Ocean on 10 September 1988, left a trail of
destruction on a scale never experienced before in
jamaica and ather Caribbean countries. as it made its
way westward. Githert was thes most powerful
hutricane observed in the region this century.

On 12 September. (ulbert directly struck Jamaica,
and caused the heaviest damage in the region.
Considenng the intensity of the hurricane, the death
toll of 43 seems to be small. But it is estimated that
one-hfth of all the houses were either wrecked or
severely damaged. At least 500,000 people were made
hometess. The total damage in the island is estimated
to be over US3800 mullion.

Other Caribbean countries were affected only
shghtly less than Jamaica. Flood and landshdes
occurred 1n St.Lucia, damaging roads and bndges and
destroying about 3% of the banana plantations.
Guadelpupe and Martinique suffered similar losses,

It is reported that 2 persons were killed in Puerto
Rico, while in the Dominican Republic 8 persons were
killed, 3,000 made homeless, and the coffes, banana,
znd cotton plantations as well as other food crops
were severely damaged, On Haiti, the death toll was

More heavy damage occurred in Mexicu The
small offshore islands were particularly affected, where
the hurricane damaged or destroyed approximately
23,000 homes, blocked roads and caused several
deaths In Monterrey in Lhe northeast of Mexico, four
buses carrying evacuees were washed Into the
floodwaters of the Santa Catarina River It is estimared
that nearly 200 people were Kkilled in this single
accident

2 Relief Activities

On 14 September, the Secretary General of the
United Nations made an emergency statement
requesting assistance from its member nations in
relief activities in Jamawca All nations, ncluding
Caribbear countries contributed to the relef activities
in Jamaica
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