7. FIREFIGHTING

OVERNIGHT EFFORTS UNDER RESTRICTED CONDITIONS
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Fire spread in Aonae (Burned area 51,000 mz)

Okushiri island has two fire stations: the headquarters in Okushiri community and a branch station
in Aonae. When the Aonae branch confirmed the fire, it could not expect any assistance from the head-
quarters because of the road blockage from tsunami debris. Twelve fire fighters including volunteers and
two fire pumps (shown in photo bottom right) are all the isolated station had. Since accessibility to the
burning area was very much limited due to the stacks of tsunami debris on the streets, the firefighting team
at first attempted to attack the fire from the top of the hill. However, firefighting against wind direction could
not achieve effective results. At about 00:30, the fire fighters were able to somehow position themselves at
the windside of the burning area, but soon after they discovered another fire at their back and could not help
but retire from their position. After they used up all the water stored in the underground cisterns, they
opened a street to the harbour by removing the blocking debris with the help of construction equipment.
Using the rich volume of sea water, the firefighting progressed effectively and at about 07:30 they were able
to finally stop the spread of fire and save about 25 houses in the neighbourhood.

Fire pump for airport service which drifted from its storage

Fire pumps of Aonae branch of Okushiri fire station




