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ABSTRACT: Cin the night of 27 Apnil 1865, the Sultana lcft Memphis for points norcth on ihe
Fhood- s olben Mizkissippi Rever. An estimated 2347 individuals were on board this haxury passen-
ger stcamer—a boat designed 10 accommadate only 76 cabin passengers and 300 deck passen-
gers.

At a potitt seven miles (11 km} north of Memphis near a group of islands known as Paddy's
Hen and Chickens, 3 of the boal s 4 boilers exploded. The explosion, fire, and river claimed
approximately 1547 Limes, excesding the death tol! of the Tramic

Why were 50 many passengers on board the Sultane? Why did the boilers explode? What were
the stories of the survivers? And how does this {cagedy compare with the Trranic disaster?

These questsons gre addressed along with other aspects of the tragedy. [n addion, recent
sitempls by the authors to discover the exact jocation of the wreek are discussed
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On 26 April 1865, the lexury passenger steamer Sultana unloaded cargo at Memphis,
Tennessee, and later that evening crossed the river to the coaling station at Hopefield,
Arkangas [ 7] The Sultana was known to be one of the largest and best luxury sleamers ever
constructed; however, thar night found it deplorably avercrowded It was near midnight
when the coal supply was loaded and the boat cuntinued itz journey, laboriously steaming
north op the flood swollen Mississippt River. At two o'clock on the morming of 27 April 1865,
at a poimt approximately 7 miles (11 km) north of Memphis, 3 of the Seitana s 4 massive
boilers exploded. The explosion, five, and river claimed 1547 nves |2, 3], a death toll exceed-
ing that of the Titanic. Unfortunately, the magnetude of this chsaster was soon lust to history.

The purpose of this paper is to investigate vatious aspects of the Sultarna disaster including
the reasons for the overcrowded conditions aboard, the cause of the explosion, faciors lead-
ing to the excessive loss of [ife, statetments of the sirvivors, and the rezsons for its obscunty.
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