1V. INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTIONAL
ARRANGEMENTS

116. The achievement of sustainable development requires
continued support from international institutions. The institu-
tional framework outlined in chapter 38 of Agenda 21 and
determined by the General Assembly 1 1its resolution 47/191
and other relevant resolutions, including the specific functions
and roles of various organs, organizations and programmes
within and outside the United Nations system, will continue to
be fully relevant in the period after the special session of the
General Assembly. In the light of the ongoing discussions on
reform within the United Nations, international institutional
arrangements in the area of sustainable development are
intended to contribute to the goal of strengthening the entire
United Nations system. In this context, the strengthening of
the institutions for sustainable development, as well as the
achievement of the goals and objectives set out below, is par-
ticularly important.

A. Greater coherence in various intergovernmental
organizations and processes

117.  Given the increasing number of decision-making bod-
ies concerned with various aspects of sustainable develop-
ment, including international conventions, there is an ever
greater need for better policy coordination at the intergovern-
mental level, as well as for continued and more concerted
efforts to enhance collaboration among the secretariats of
those decision-making bodies. Under the guidance of the Gen-
eral Assembly, the Economic and Social Council should play

79



a strengthened role in coordinating the activities of the United
Nations system in the economic, social and related fields,
118. The conferences of the parties to conventions signed at
the United Nations Conference on Environment and Develop-
ment or as a result of it, as well as other conventions related to
sustainable development, should cooperate in exploring ways
and means of collaborating in their work to advance the effec-
tive implementation of the conventions. There is also a need
for environmental conventions to continue {0 pursue sustain-
able development objectives consistent with their provisions
and be fully responsive to Agenda 21. To this end, inter alia,
the conferences of the parties to or governing bodies of the
conventions signed at the United Nations Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development, or as a result of it, and of other rel-
evant conventions and agreements should, if appropriate, give
consideration to the co-location of secretariats, to improving
the scheduling of meetings, to integrating national reporting
requirements, to itmproving the balance between sessions of
the conferences of the parties and sessions of their subsidiary
bodies, and to encouraging and facilitating the participation of
Governments in those sessions, at an appropriate level.

119. Institutional arrangements for the convention secretari-
ats should provide effective suppont and efficient services,
while cnsuring the appropriate autonomy necessary for them
to be efficient at their respective locations. At the international
and national levels there is a need for, inter alia, better scien-
tific assessment of ecological linkages between the conven-
tions; identification of programmes that have multiple bene-
fits; and enhanced public awareness-raising with respect to the
conventions. Such tasks should be undertaken by UNEP in
accordance with the relevant decisions of its Governing Coun-
cil and in full cooperation with the conferences of the parties
o and goverming bodies of relevant conventions. Efforts of
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convention secretariats, in response to requests from the
respective conferences of the parties, to explore, where appro-
priate, modalities for suitable hiaison arrangements in Geneva
and/or New York for the purpose of enhancing linkages with
delegations and organizations at those United Nations centres
are welcomed and fully supported.

120. It is necessary to strengthen the Inter-Agency Commit-
tee on Sustainable Development of the Administrative Com-
mittee on Coordination and its system of task managers, with a
view to further enhancing system-wide intersectoral coopera-
tion and coordination for the implementation of Agenda 21 and
for the promotion of coordinated follow-up to the major United
Nations conferences in the area of sustainable development.
121. The Commission on Sustainable Development should
promote increased regional implementation of Agenda 21 in
cooperation with relevant regional and subregional organiza-
tions and the United Nations regional commissions, in accord-
ance with the results of their priority-setting efforts, with a
view to enhancing the role such bodies play in the achieve-
ment of sustainable development objectives agreed at the
international level. The regional commissions could provide
appropriate support, consistent with their work programmes,
to regional meetings of experts related to the implementation
of Agenda 21.

B. Role of relevant organizations and
institutions of the United Nations system

122. In order to facilitate the national implementation of
Agenda 21, all organizations and programmes of the United
Nations system, within their respective areas of expertise and
mandatzs, should strengthen, individually and jointly, the sup-
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port for national efforts to implement Agenda 21 and make
their efforts and actions consistent with national plans, policies
and priorities of member States. Coordination of United
Nations activities at the field level should be further enhanced
through the resident coordinator system in full consultation
with national Governments.

123. The role of UNEP, as the principal United Nations body
in the field of the environment, should be further enhanced.
Taking into account its catalytic role, and in conformity with
Agenda 21 and the Nairobi Declaration on the Role and Man-
date of the United Nattons Environment Programme, adopted
on 7 February 1997,% UNEP is to be the leading global envi-
ronmental authority that sets the global environmental agenda,
promotes the coherent implementation of the environmental
dimension of sustainable development within the United
Nations system, and scrves as an authoritative advocate for the
global environment. In this context, UNEP Governing Council
decision 19/32 of 4 April 1997 on governance of the United
Nations Environment Programme® and other related Govern-
ing Council decisions are relevant.* The roie of UNEP in the
further development of international environmental law
should be strengthened, including the development of coherent
interlinkages among relevant environmental conventions m
cooperation with their respective conferences of the parties or
governing bodies. In performing its functions related to the
conventions signed at the United Natons Conference on Envi-
ronment and Development or as a result of it, and other rele-
vant conventions, UNEP should strive to promote the effective
implementation of those conventions in a manner consistent
with the provisions of the conventions and the decisions of the
conferences of the parties.

124, UNEP, in the performance of its role, should focus on
environmental 1ssues, taking nto account the development
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perspective. A revitalized UNEP should be supported by ade-
quate, stable and predictable funding. UNEP should continue
providing effective support to the Commission on Sustainable
Development, infer alia, in the form of scientific, technical
and policy information and analysis of and advice on global
environmental issues.

125 UNDP should continue to strengthen its contribution to
and programmes in sustainable development and the imple-
mentation of Agenda 21 at all levels, particularly in the area of
promoting capacity-building (including through its Capacity
21 programme) in cooperation with other orgamzations, as
well as in the field of poverty eradication.

126. UNCTAD, in accordance with General Assembly resolu-
tion 51/167 and relevant decisions of the Trade and Develop-
ment Board on the work programme, should continue to play a
key role in the implementation of Agenda

21 through the integrated examination of

linkages among trade, investment, technol- The role of UNEF,
ogy, finance and sustainable development.  as the principal
127. The Committee on Trade and Ell”lVI- United Nations body
ronment of the World Trade Organization, .
UNCTAD and UNEP should advance their i the field of the
coordinated work on trade and environ-  environment, should
ment, involving other appropriate interna- e fyrther enhanced.
tional and regional organizations in their

cooperation and coordination. In coordi-

nation with the World Trade Organization, UNCTAD and
UNEP should continue to support efforts to promote the inte-
gration of trade, environment and development. The Commis-
sion on Sustainable Development should continue to play its
important role in the deliberations on trade and environment so
as to facilitate the integrated consideration of all factors rele-
vant for achieving sustainable development.
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128. Implementation of the commitment of the international
financial institutions to sustainable development should con-
tinue to be strengthened. The World Bank has a significant role
to play, bearing in mind its expertise and the overall volume of
resources that it commands.

129. Operationalization of the global mechanism of the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification in
Those Countries Experiencing Serious Drought and/or Deser-
tification, particularly in Africa, is also essential.

C. Future role and programme of work of
the Commission on Sustainable Development

130. The Commission on Sustainable Development, within
its mandate as specified in General Assembly resolution
47/191, will continue to provide a central forum for reviewing
progress and for urging further implementation of Agenda 21
and other commitments made at the United Nations Confer-
ence on Environment and Development or as a result of it; for
conducting a high-level policy debate aimed at consensus-
building on sustainable development; and for catalysing action
and long-term commitment to sustainable development at all
levels. It should continue to undertake these tasks in comple-
menting and providing interlinkages to the work of other
United Nations organs, organizations and bodies acting in the
field of sustainable development. The Commission has a role
to play in assessing the challenges of globalization as they
relate to sustainable development. The Commission should
perform its functions in coordination with other subsidiary
bodies of the Economic and Social Council and with related
organizations and institutions, including making recommenda-
tions, within its mandate, to the Economic and Social Touncil,
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bearing 1n mind the interrelated outcomes of recent United
Nations conferences.

131. The Commission should focus on issues that are crucial
to achieving the goals of sustainable development It should
promote policies that integrate eco-

nomic, social and environmental

dimensions of sustainability and The Commission on

should provide for integrated consider-
ation of linkages, both among sectors
and between sectoral and cross-
sectoral aspects of Agenda 21. In this
connection, the Commission should
carry out its work in such a manner as
to avoid unnecessary duplication and
repetition of work undertaken by other

Sustainable Development
will continve to provide a
central forum for urging
further implementation of
Agenda 21 and for
high-level poicy debate on
sustainable development.

relevant forums.

132, In the light of the above, it is
recommended that the Commission on Sustainable Develop-
ment adopt the multi-year programme of work for the period
1998-2002 contained in the appendix below.

D. Methods of work of the
Commission on Sustainable Development

133.  Based on the expenience gained duning the period 1993-
1997, the Commission, under the guidance of the Economic
and Social Council, should:

(a) Make concerted efforts to attract the greater
involvement in its work of ministers and high-level national
policy makers responsible for specific economic and social
sectors, who, in particular, are encouraged to participate in the
annual high-level segment of the Commission, together with
the ministers and policy makers responsible for environment
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and development. The high-level segments of the Commission
should become more interactive, and should focus on the pri-
ority issues being considered at a particular session. The
Bureau of the Commission should conduct timely and open-
ended consultations with a view to improving the organization
of the work of the high-level segment;

(b) Continue to provide a forum for the exchange of
national experience and best practices in the area of sustainable
development, including through voluntary national communica-
tions or reports. Consideration should be given to the results of
ongoing work airned at streamlining requests for national infor-
mation and reporting and to the results of the “pilot phase” relat-
ing to indicators of sustainable development. In this context, the
Commission should consider more effective modalities for the
further implementation of the commitments made in Agenda 21,
with appropriate emphasis on the means of implementation.
Countries may wish to submit to the Commission, on a volun-
tary basis, information regarding their efforts to incorporate the
relevant recommendations of other United Nations conferences
in national sustainable development strategies;

(c) The Commission should take into account region-
al developments related to the implementation of the outcomes
of the United Nations Conference on Environment and Devel-
opment. It should provide a forum for the exchange of experi-
ence on regional and subregional initiatives and regional col-
laboration for sustainable development. This could include the
promotion of the voluntary regional exchange of national
experience in the implementation of Agenda 21 and, inter alia,
the possible development of modalities for reviews within
regions by and among those countries that voluntarily agree to
do so. In this context, the Commission should encourage the
availability of funding for the implementation of initiatives
related to such reviews;
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(d} Establish closer interaction with international
financial, development and trade institutions, as well as with
other relevant bodies within and outside the United Nations
system, inciuding the World Bank, GEF, UNDP, the World
Trade Organization, UNCTAD and UNEP, which, in turn, are
invited to take full account of the results of policy delibera-
tions in the Commission and to integrate them in their own
work programmes and activities;

(e} Strengthen its interaction with representatives of
major groups, including through greater and better use of
focused dialogue sessions and round tables. These groups are
important resources in operationalizing, managing and pro-
moting sustainable development and contribute to the imple-
mentation of Agenda 21. The major groups are encouraged to
adopt arrangements for coordination and interaction in provid-
ing inputs to the Comnussion. Taking into account the Com-
mission’s programme of work, this could include inputs from:

(1) The scientific community and research institutions,
relating to the greater understanding of the interactions
between human activity and natural ecosystems and on
how to manage global systems sustainably;
(11} Women, children and youth, mdigenous people and
their communities, non-governmental organizations,
local authorities, workers and their trade umons and
farmers on the elaboration, promotion and sharing of
effective strategies, policies, practices and processes to
promote sustainable development,

(1ii) Business and industry groups on thc claboration,

promotion and sharing of sustainable dcvelopment

practices and the promotion of corporate responsibility
and accountability,

(f) Organize the implementation of its next multi-year
programme of work in the most effective and productive way,
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including through shortening its annual meeting to two weeks.
The inter-sessional ad hoc working groups should help to
focus the Commission’s sessions by identifying key elements
to be discussed and important problems to be addressed with-
in spectfic items of the Commission’s programme of work.
Government hosted and funded expert meetings will continue
to provide inputs to the work of the Commission.

134. The Secretary-General is invited to review the func-
tioning of the High-level Advisory Board on Sustainable
Development and present proposals on ways to promote more
direct interaction between the Board and the Commission,
with a view to ensuring that the Board contributes to the delib-
erations on specific themes considered by the Commission n
accordance with its programme of work.

135. The work of the Committee on New and Renewable
Sources of Energy and on Energy for Development and the
Committee on Natural Resources should be more compatible
with and supportive of the programme of work of the Com-
mission. The Economic and Social Council, in carrying out its
functions related to the implementation of General Assembly
resclution 50/227, should consider, at its substantive session of
1997, the most effective means of bringing this about.

136. The arrangements for the election of the Bureau should
be changed in order to allow the same Bureau to provide guid-
ance in the preparations for and to lead the work during the
annual sessions of the Commission. The Commission would
benefit from such a change. The Economic and Social Coun-
cil should take the necessary action at its substantive session
of 1997 to ensure that these new arrangements take effect.
137. The next comprehensive review of progress achieved in
the implementation of Agenda 21 by the General Assembly
will take place in the year 2002. The modalities of this review
should be determined at a later stage.
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Report of the World Food Summit, Rome, 13-17 November
1996, Part One (WFS 96/REP) (Rome, 1997), appendix.

3 See Legal Instruments Embodying the Results of the
Uruguay Round of Multilateral Trade Negotiations, done at
Marrakesh on 15 April 1994 (GATT secretariat publication,
Sales No. GATT/1994-7), vol. L.

%2 Report of the third meeting of the Conference of the Parties
to the Convention on Biological Diversity (UNEP/CBD/
COP/3/38), annex I, decision 111/12.

3 Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1997,
Supplement No. 9 (E/1997/29), chap. 1, resolution 5/1, para. 6.

3% Official Records of the Economic and Social Council, 1996,
Supplement No. 8 (E/1996/28), chap. I, sect. C, decision
4/11.

3% Official Records of the General Assembly, Fifty-second Ses-
sion, Supplement No. 25 (A/52/25), annex, decision 19/1,
annex.

3 Ibid., annex.

g2



?

OF ‘GE-€Z "1Z-61 L1 9L
6 '9 'y s1eydoyd ‘| Z opusby
Bweyy

JAOGR By} JpuUn UOISSNISIP
pajoiBajur uo Joy sanss! uIby

‘OF 'LE-ET 9L 9 VT
ssapdoyd ‘|7 opusby

'BWAY BAOYD B} 1BPUN LOISSNISIP
paipibajul uo 1oy sanssi ulby

‘oF “££ '9¢ ‘ve-€T '1Z-81
‘G101 '8-Z s+aidoyd *| 7 opusby

1dweyy
9AOGR 3y JapuUN UOISSNOSIP
papiBajul up Joj sansst oy

AYLSNANI
:dnoiB
Jolbw fi0pdes diwouos]

ONISIVI-SSINIIVYMY/IDN3IIDS
/NOILYINA3Z/ONITNNSG-ALIDVIYD
JAOOTONHIAL 40 ¥34SNWL

“wEw_._‘_ _U._O—UNmImmOhU

»s9joig Buidojsasq puoysy jowsg
jo Juswdojaas( sjqpuipisng sy
loj uoidy 4o swwniBoly ayj jo
s19idoyd Buipupisino jo maiaay

INIWIOVNYW JIIVMHS TS
Ol SFHOVOYddV 2ID31VALS

awaLy 0I0§I8G

*

susaynd uolonposd pun uoydunsuod /Aueaod senssi Bulplusagy iuolssas g4 | _

200Z-8661 'INIWJO1IAIQ T1IVYNIVISNS NO NOISSIWWOD
JH1 304 HIOM 10 IWWVIDOUd JVIA-ILINW

XIAN3ddy

a3



i 0F L€ VE-EZ '12-81
‘91-01 ‘£-T s:24doyd ‘| 7 ppusby
'BWAY) BAOGD By JAPUN UOISSNISIP
pajpiBajul ub Joj sanss| Uiy

'0F '8€-9€ '£€-€2C
‘p-g siaydoys ' {7 opusby
;aWaL} BAOGD 8y} JSPUN LDISSNISIP
paip1Bajul up Joj senssi uIDY

‘O “£E-01
‘8-z Emﬁcr_u '|Z ppueby
‘BWaY} SAOYD By} JBPUN LOISSNISID
pajpiBaju up oy sansst Uy

a|doay snouabipu} Jo Aog
s3INLNDIOV

:dnosb
iolow /0p@s 21wouoo]

HIMOYO DIWONQOD3
/INFWISIANI ANV 30Vl
/S3DYNOSIA TVIDNVNIA

:DWIBY] |DIOPBS-$501D)

S32INOSIY
ANVT 4O INIJWIDVYNYW
ANV DONINNVId AILVIOIINI

:BwWBYy [PIopag

'9¢ 'ee-€T LL S

‘el ‘7-z sseidoyp ’| 7 ppusby
‘BWaY} 2AOGD Y JBPUN UDISSNDSIP
pejpiBaju; up Joj sanssi Uiy

susoppd uoyonpoud pup uoydwinsuod /Ausaod sensst Butplusag) :uolssss 0oz

"oV ‘9E-vE TE-81
v101-Z ﬂﬁac;u 12 owcwm,q
:BUBY} BAOGD B JOPUN UOISSAdSIP
pajpiBajul up o) saNss| UIDW

‘OV-6€ ‘9E-¥E€ 'TE-61 L1

‘S ‘6 ‘£-§ stadoyd ‘17 ppusby
1BLUBYY BAOGD Bl JOPUN LOISSNOSIP
paipiBejuy LD Joj sanss! UIDW

WSRINOL
:dno.b

Jolouw /10088 djWwouod]

SNYILIVd NOILDNQO¥

ANV NOLIWNSNOD
DUIBY} 1RIOPBS-$50.7)

SVIS ANV SNV3IS0

BWBY) 04048

sajpig Buidojaas pupjs| ||lpwg

§O juswdojaAs( B|gRUIRISNG 3y 10§ UOHDY Jo dwwnuBalg By} jo maisas aAlsuBYRIdWO)

swiayjod uolonpoid pup uoydwinsuod/Aeacd sanssi Buiplusa 1uoIsses 444 |

94



‘UOIssas —._._._DO“__ sjl o *CQEQO_@ED m_ﬁ*Uﬁ_U_wzw UO UOISSHUWOT wr_t \nn_ fiale] muw_.r__uu MBIAB r_*QU*U-C‘_ @r_b ul 10._&>0U ou $BJ0Ig

Aysaio) Butpnpu|

Buidapasq punjs| jows jo EmEn_o_mEQ 8|qpu'bISNG Ay} Jof uoIPY Jo awwniboiy ay) o sszydous 950U} APN|3UI O} MBIADY

Mmalr8l BAlsuays.dwoD)

._

uoIssas ZOOZ

‘or £LE-€T 0T
‘6 ‘8 G- s4aydpy> ' 7 opuaby
;BB BAOGD B} JSPUN LOISSNOSIP
pajpaBajui up 1oy sanssi uiby

‘Ov-8€ '9€-£2
‘89'v L ,&mﬁc;u ‘12 cmcmm,q
‘Btuay) aAOGD AU J3PUN UOISSNISIP
vﬁc._mo_c_ up Joj SaNss UIDW

Ov-6€ "LE-€T L1 VL1

'6-9 'y sizydoyd ‘| 7 ppusby
BBl BAOGD BY) JBpUN LOISSNISIP
pajpiBajul Ub 10y sanss! LIDWY

I

:dnosb

LIOdSNVIL/AD¥INT
Jolpui fiopoes diuiouod]

INIWNOUIANT ONITaVINT
NV 304 NOIVY3IdO0D
TVNOUVNY3INI

NOILVdIDILYVd
ANV ONDIVW-NQOISID3A
JO4 NOHVYWIOINI

“UENL_ _Uhoﬁumwnmmo._u

ADYINI/FIIHISOWLY

‘awayy |piopag

__ sulayod uoyonpeoad pup uoydwnsuod /Aeaod sensst Buipriuealy uoissas | 00g

Ly
(a2}



