Summatries of National, International, Regional Activities
for the 1996 World Disaster Reduction Campaign

Armenia

The Emergency Management
Administration took World Disaster
Reduction Day as an opportunity to
discuss “Natural Disasters Threatening
Yerevan City”. The event attracted
officials from various ministries, the
Yerevan city government, universities
and UN bodies. Armenian and Russian
media covered the event on radio and
television. The United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees official
present noted that “Such an event could
become a serious tool for the protection
of Yerevan from natural disasters”.
Yerevan, the capital of Armenia, belongs
to a region prone to earthquakes,
mudflows and floods. In 1988, Spitak, a
town close to Yerevan, suffered from an
earthquake which killed 25,000 people.

Argentina

Key Argentinian officials attended a
major regional meeting (Chile, April
1996) on cities and disasters, where the
1996 World Disaster Reduction Cam-
paign was launched regionally. (See Chile
report for more information.) This
process catalyzed activities on cities and
disasters in Argentina that will continue
over several years.

The National Director of Civil
Defense, an official of the Security
Ministry (now IDNDR Focal Point) and
the head of the City of Cordoba’s
emergency committee attended the
Contference on Disaster Reduction for
Local Authorities. They then organized
the “First National Congress on Civil
Defense for Big Cities” in Cordoba (7-11
Nov}, in collaboration with the IDNDR
Regional Office. National and local
officials throughout the country at-
tended. A new Federal Emergency
System for Big Cities emerged as a result
of the Congress. More cities have created
Emergency Committees, which are often
directly part of city administrations.

The Executive Committee of the
Federal Emergency System of Big Cities
met in May 1997 in the province of
Buenos Aires. They plan to use the 1997
World Disaster Reduction Campaign to
follow up actions on cities at risk to
disasters

The Emergency System of Cordoba
also organized a Citizen Civil Protection
Week in October, to coincide with World
Disaster Reduction Day. A fire simula-
tion exercise and evacuation drill were
carried out by 1000 people. Local press
reported on the events and referred to
the IDNDR Campaign and Cities at Risk
theme.

As a national contribution to the
campaign, the Pan-American Health
Organization in Argentina reproduced
and distributed nationally two regional
PAHO-IDNDR publicattons on women,
children and cities (Bibliodes), as well as
IDNDR publications on children and
cities (Cities at Risk and Learning About
Natural Disasters).

Australia

Natural Disaster Reduction 96
(Queensland, 29 Sept -
I Oct) was “the largest
Australian disaster-
related conference of
the 90s”, bringing
together hundreds of
government leaders
with natural and social
scientists

This was considered
the leading event
among a series of
activities organized by
Emergency Manage-
ment Australia (EMA,
IDNDR National
Committee) through-
out October for the
World Disaster Reduc-
tion campaign. The
event was organized by
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