marketing campaigns and donate materials to encourage
homeowners to retrofit their roofs with hurricane straps.
These are only a few examples,
for much of the cooperation in
disaster reduction remans undocu-
mented Only recently has the inter-

As we move toward the end of the
disaster reduction decade,

development practitioners to these factors This was
evident at the World Conference by the number of
presentations stressing the
importance of the disaster
prevention and mitigation linkage
to sustainable development Such

national community become aware we must not onIy a relationship should not be viewed
of this flexible and technically expert in the abstract, however.
resource Both at the corporate and harness new Development planners need to
local community level, the private information technology, incerporate the views of local
sector can provide guidance. sup- but also engage all sectors community groups and businesses
port and leverage to disaster reduc- in traini g e ducation to ensure that programmes are do-
tion activities of local government N '_ . able and encourage local
and community organizations, par- and mitigation. collaboration

ticularly where there are areas of
mutual self interest (such as protecting a port facility, sup-
porting a voluntary fire bngade, and so forth).

H Safeguarding Development

In my nearly three decades in the development and
humanitanan assistance field, | have witnessed cholera epi-
demics, catastrophic droughts, and major floods. In all
cases, the effects of these particular catastrophes could
have been greatly reduced through proper, timely and cost-
effective development programmes.

These disastéers mostly occurred in rural areas, miles from
the capital and the national ministries, Bilateral and multila-
teral aid partners of these ministries often did not take disas-
ter reduction strategies info account in their programme
planning for food production, public health and enterprise
development. As a consequence, disasters affected imple-
mentation of development programmes by diverting
resources, including the attention of government officials.

Little consultation or study was made of community
coping mechanisms in the disaster-prone or disaster poten-
ual regions Narrowly sectoral or subsectoral development
project designs did not,for example, make the proper lin-
kages between food production and controlled grazing and
reforestation which could have reduced land degradation
and drought

Fortunately, today much more attention is being paid by

As we move toward the last few
years of this century and the end of the disaster reduction
decade, it will be important not only to harness new tele-
communications and information technology for prevention,
preparedness and response but 10 engage all sectors —
government, business/industry and voluntary organizations
— in effective training, public education and mitigation
activities u
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