Second, development policies that take into account the
potential for disasters can sigruficantly reduce the impact of
disasters, and save milions of development dollars in the
process.

And third, relief programmes that strengthen local
capacities can do much to lay the groundwork for
successful rehabditation, and, uttmately, development.

NGOs can have a strong positive impact on all three of these
areas. But they cannot operate in isolation of the important role
governments must play. Each national government has a
responsibility to ensure the well-being of its citizenry. The extent
to which governments look to NGOs as partners before, during
and after disasters will, in large measure, shape the quality of
life for all. NGOs, for ther part, must work continually on their
own skills and professionalism.

We must integrate relief and development. We must reach
out to the most vulnerable whose lives and resources are at
stake | am confident that the NGOs on the ground are
prepared to meet you more than halfway It is important for all
of us to take this chalienge seriously. |

Vuinerable groups - such as women and children - display
remarkabie resflience in coping with disasters. This resiience
can be reinforced by increasing local traning, improving
nformation flows, and building stronger linkages between relief
and development programmes,

e 33«



Recommendations/ NGOs
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- Training

WGOs working In disaster reliel need to develop and coordinate tealning for thelrstalt Weshnd
coptinually strive 1o improve the mshacement and lechnlcal sldlis of our reoresenialves in the feld Covernments
should provide move supbor 1ol the narticipation of indigenols NGUs ndisasier g sesaons sponsored by
pational and iniemationa organialions,

2- instiiutional Memory
NGO: need Lo give more emphasis to developing institutional memory within NGOs anc as areliel
community as a whole We need o sloprelventinohewhes loraich rew s uaton

3 Coordination

We need to aive more support and alttention to national NGO coordination bodies 1he hea o ialional
WoDs ol every disasier jiore counltiy need tesources o develop coordinaling bodies that disseninale nloimation
andpivide asindie ot ol contael oy govenmen agencies the UN and imernationgl NG Os thal arve o provide
doslstance inLmes of dinaster This would oready clilale the flow ol lomalion and cootaination ol operations Wle
aedlher btk oonal sboutdisasierreciction We conthinkoliobally bt we mustactiocaly.
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