hile this hook was beinge written, the newspapers and television
were full of reparts of excepnional flooding in the Cizech
Bepublic, Poland and Germany. Heavy rain from the begin-
ning of July over the Krkonose and Jeseniky mountains on the Czech-Polish
border caused floods on the Vistula, Oder and MNeisse rivers, which flow north-
wards to the Balae and on the Morava Raver that flows southwards through the
north-east of the Czech Republic to join the Thanube near Bratislava. By 9 July
the Crech Government swas announcing that almost a quarter of the country
was affected, with theusands of families evacuated as the flood waters threatened
ta destrov their homes. Sixteen thousand people were evacuated from the Ostra-
va region whet a reservoir had ro be opened o avoid 1ts collapse,

At the same time, north of the mountams in Poland, river levels up o 3 m
above the alarm level were being recorded on the Oder, the Vistula and their
tributaries, Forty thousand people were wathour electricity or drinking water
and 6,000 had had to leave their homes. By 11 jJuly, the mumber of evacuees in
Poland had reached 40,000 and abour 100 towns and villages were cut-off. The
miajor city of Krakow on che Oder was bracmg itself for the foods,

On 14 July, the Czech Cral Protection reported that 50,000 people had been
evacuated from the severely atfecred regions of Bohemia and Moravia and that
29 people had died in the floods, Flood waters were starting to recede in the
notth-east and recovery was starting. Some 85000 soldiers and Civil Protection
personnel and 12,500 fire-fighrers had been mobilhized as well as many other res-
cuers. After this date the effecs of the flood were concentrated 1 Poland and
later in eastern Germany.

By 16 July it was becoming evident that the flood was a major event, the
largest in the region for a cencury or longer, Its impact was being compared to
that of the storm surge thae strock the Netherlands, Belgium and the United
Kingdom m 1953, River levels were still rising on the Oder. downstream of
Wioclaw and on the Vistula: In all, some 320 towns in Poland were affected, to
a greater or lesser degree, by the flooding,

The DHA situation report of 21 July noted that rains conanued m western
and south-western Poland along the Czech and German borders. Berween
A0 e and 50 mm of rain had been forecast for the weekend. ' The death toll in
Poiand had new reached 49 and that m the Czech Republic 46, OF the 137,000
Poles whao had been evacuated, 70,000 were still not able to return home. News
paper reports noted that the regions touched by the flood were haghly mndustri
alizeid and that polluton from e Bctories had caused acid raan that damaged
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the forest cover on the mountains leading to nereased runoff and floods. Facro-
ries chat were flooded were releasing pollocon inte the floed water. Many farm
animals {cattle, pigs and poultey) had been drowned, In additon to the econom-
ic loss, the safe disposal of the carcasses was required to prevent further contam-
mation of the water. The Government of Poland re-allocared USH 1 billion of s
budget for rehabilitation and offers of immediace assistance were pouring in from
other countries. At about this time the first repors of Hlood damage 10 eastern
Germany started appearmg i the press and on television. The German town of
'rankfure an der Oder, on the Polisk horder below the confluence of the Meisse
and the Oder was threaténed by flooding,

The flood was now affecting three countries, the Czech Hepublic, Poland
and Germany and there was need tor coordination in flood-lghting, particular-
Iy am the release of water from reservoirs that could affect countries downstream,
The ran cononued cansing a second, though smaller, wave of flooding. The
death toll continued o rise to 125 (all three countries combined). A dvke caol-
lapsed on the German bank of the Oder and 2,300 peaple had to be evacuared.
By 26 July the situation was said ro be stable in Peland and the Crech Repub-
lic as the flond wave moved forther downstream, though it was worsening in
Germany,




It wall take some time to assess the full damage [rem these (loods, but already
Munich Fe, the German reinsurance company has estimated them ac TIS§ 5 Wl-
lion. For Poland and the Crech Republic in particular the ot on their e
nomic growth will be marked: Some Czech coonomists kelieve it mav re

(0.5 per cent this year There has also been politeal fall our. R

d are no rnespecters of pohtical houndaries and copineg swich the fli
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