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I, The 1997-98 il Nivio event

Louwisiana and Florida. During the period,
many locations across Florida and Louisiana
received less than half of normal rainfall and
broad sections of Texas and New Mexico
received less than 25 per cent of normal
precipitation. Extreme heat accompanied the
dry conditions, which lasted into early
summer, even though the El Nino conditions
were then rapidly dissipating. The heat and
drought in Florida contributed o extensive
fires that burned nearly one-half million
acres. The dryness across the southern
United Stares was a dramatic change from
the surplus precipiation observed in most of
this region from late 1997 through early
March 1998.

The abnormally warm coastal waters
from Mexico to northern California had a
major impact on marine life and fishing
industries. The region includes the transition
between the tropical and temperate eastern
North Pacific Ocean — referred to as the
Eastern Transitional North Pacific (E
the transition zone the highly variable
conclitions amplify the general problems of
lack of knowledge about physical and

biological mechanisms operating, and of
lack of historical data and operational
monitoring systems.

Even from the available data, however, it
is ¢lear that the environmental temperatures
and the nutrient supply necessary for bio-
logical enrichment were ahered during the Fl
Nifo event. Figure [1.36 shows time series of
sea surface temperatures at various locations
along the ETNP coast. During the 1997-1998
El Nino event temperatures reached record
high values at many locations. At least part of
the change in temperature at the ETNP arises
from the relaxation of wind that is the
primary forcing agent for coastal upwelling.




