A Look at Societal Aspects of El Nifio I

Usafulness of forecasts to societies

[r s 2usy o argue that Bl Nidio lorecasts are very
daT o sovienies - o governments as well as to
worteratons and inas uais W hide people may
un.testand to some 2xtent the chimate of the region 1o
whren they Bive, thes are not necessatily aware of the
maty direct and imdirecy way s that its vananons can
inffeence then hivehthoods Howeser, soctetes have to
lear how best 1o use thal lorecast intormation for
disaster preparedness and econonuc development
plaraing. How to educate sociery about climarte-
SIS LNteractions s a major challenge to the

metecrological community and to educators,

Public education about El Nifio to improve

societal response

Scientists and the media

] > have helped to make El Nuio
ﬁ% a household word As a

& rooulr people around the
globe have a herghtened
dwareness of what impacts
they might expect un thewr
reglons. [n g sense, scientists
have successtully broadeast
the notion of El Nifio The

next stage 1s more difficult

becawse El Nifio torecasts must be tatlored to the
dirferent needs of specitie users Such inereased public
dwardness maining and education prograrms need (¢ be
carrizd out, especially in the at-risk areas

Although there remains considerable uncertainty
with El Nifio forecusts, people must be educated about
the El Nific phenomenen and how best to cope with 1t
As diticult ¢y it may be to explamn chmate-related
probabilities to the public, the scienofic communiry
must respond to Lhe challenge 1t 1s important,
how 2ver, o make people rcalize that. even tough
thes mahe preporations 1o 1esponse to an Bl Nifio
foraeast there will stll be adverse impacts with which

they will have to contend Even the most industrialized

societies hasve
detficulues in
protecting thewr
countries {L.e
what they have
called “climate-
prouling™ from
climarte
variability and
from axtreme
chimate-related
events

A st step
toward educaiing
people about the
ENSO cacle

involves

“educating the educaters.” who would in turn educate
the public Today. the public tends to blame many of
society s uls on El Nifio. Yet, many of those ills may
have nothing o do with El Nifio Researchers can help
the pubhc and the media 1o determune w hich 1ls mught
legitimately be blumed on El Nifo and which might be
blamed on human acuvities The need tor climate-
related education will vary trom sector to sector and

from user o user

Although there remains considerable
uncertainty with £f Nifio forecasts, people must
be educated about the El Nifio phenomenon
and how best to cope with it

Whale El Nifio ts a global phenomenon emanating
[rom the equatoral Pacitic Ocean, us unpacts are
local. Communities need a much-umproved
understanding o} the ENSO cyele and 1ts potentia)
local soctetal and eculogical impacts. Educatton. as an
aspect ut capacity buelding, must be carrted our ar all
levels ot secieny and not just at the highest political
levels. Such education would go a long way toward

improv g societdl ireractions with the climate



<ysEEIT R goneral and, mere speciicatiy. wil o
FNSO prosess,

Ciovernmenls MBS, wappat prog ams ihat modoce
peosonel who sad bnderstamd and os wformation
derivied 1romm the mennesng and preduimy ol Jd Nido
anel gls empacts. They aced 1 ranforee (ie Damiag
s ter mangers Iupad s researchiery, and thuse who
regue watamg, ta lenily a country™ u-kish
pepudanons and vegions,

Funding to lessen societal impacts

Many of o govartiment’s grobreme tha are reiaed w©
diftreultses o0 deabng wills the foeca iy of disasigs
ovnget on ;udeduate fanding Several ol the coantres
thar me consiglerc € 1o be must aulinerabic w Fl Mifo's
wpracts are espiiially in need ol finan il sssiance

Cruntraes mesk vifrerabfe to Bl Nifo's impacts are
especally in need of finandial assistance ta carry out
programs fo vape with Ft Miffo's orcurtence,

Y ETY GHE PROZRATS 20 ok wath I usdani nce
While the w ] oF w gon crnasnt v ke apyiisgtue
DERWIS TR exist e i T3 Nso event has boen
foreenst, the Anancut mechamsras most alw be in
plm;.e al the time 0 anahle *he BEYEPAMIENT (e cagry oul
those astions.

Aloag he «are ing, dicaster-relaged Budiag Irom
4 natenal govermment L ds rezionak ond jocad
govesiments needs e be rade quickly o aflow the
furnly to b used 10 10 el amd tmely any Ths
would enuble those responsible ot dw local leve) to
resmona pro-actvely, as thex aee Duly on the fowhags

sy

Understanding the, Scientific ssugs

Ul ghasanler mpact TEIPONE ELOHTIRCTIoN il

seean ety Inwnalspal tatding cesponse tu 3 disaster
anist ds0 oueir guackly o be efenively used by e
affected rogotys More importanely. sueh funds nius
B wwade i uilable between ENSO°: exnemes, nor onfy
duriag thesr Thi woolld enable preventise tremanes
10 D dhecetoped and waplemented under gormiai, as

appusad 1o Leisis, conditions

Role of media in how soclety responds

A prunaty faneton al o countgy s medn s To wtorm
the public, 1liEkng ag educanonst tole Fopeeust of
e et ol ihe ENSO eyele b= appareotly o major
elabal sews event However, once tle unustal weathe
paeerns esid, media fnterest wanes, Fastering modw
interest it Bl Nt hetween eetrem evends can buidd
priblic understgeding ol the phenowena and of the
STeps tegnieed o miggats therr etiects Soentests, and
not guse the ninonal meteorolagiedl services. mast
stypve e vonvinee the wmeda of the importance of Ti
ifio infor uon o sucicly and e erroaneagy die
sl 1o run stones aboul the FNSO oycle seiween
the paser ol 1y eariomes

|-Nifio

R

Under

The level of stiennfee develtpment vanes widely [ram
coUnLEY Lo Loy Some governoenis plice atngh
alen an ntaEIng 4 sueng resgarch eceabhshment
white nihers consder that B be a lower prionigy than
dJuating weth Lhromie societal moblend such as
wnemploymeat, posesy, axl publie health Some

LU SENINENTS S8¢ DU redsal By use their searce
TELSURCEs 1N g co ipetilion wilh other consiates 1o
produce wlabal ctmake assessinents Rather | they have
hewon U regeree stich assessnacnts i ebewhere
S0 (e 10 meduy them 1o mest naimnal and locak

necds



