of Lessons

rhe follow i paragrapin

The 1997-93 El Nifo event clearly demonstrated the
usetul and developing capabilities 1n the area~ of
climate menitoring and prediction, but the gaps 1n
knowledge of the climate system, the gaps in
monitering coverage, and the early stage of
development of climate forecasting models indicate

the potenttal for signihicant improvement

 El Nifio is inseparable from broader 1ssues of climaee
variability and change This underscores the
importance of a concerted effort on the part of
governments and non-governmental organizations Lo
continue research into chimate vanabality, to improve
forecast skitl, and to develop appropriate policies for

mitigating the tmpacts of climate extremes,

Urless ¢ concerted effort is made 1o prevent and
muitgate the impacts. the extremes of climate
vanability will continue as a yoke of natural disasters

burdening especially the developing world;

The mitigation o} the negative impacts ot El Niio
and other extremes of climate vanabulity will require
ongoing iaternational support for the UN Climate

Agenda

International commitment i» critical 1o the
development and eperaticn ot a Global Climate
Observing System.

To be fully effective, impact assessment studies at

»

the nutional and regional levels should be

multidisciphnary:

Policies for the mitigation of the impacts of climate
exiremes should be integrated into sustainable

Jevelopment strategies:

Governments must ensure thal the approprate
scigntitie and technical infrastructures are adequagely

supported. and secondly, they must ensure that
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uick Summary
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miormation and prediction services aré accessible to
policy and decivion makers tor planning. early
warning and better ranagerment across a range of
sectors, including natural dsaster reduction:
Effective climate (nformation and prediction services
requure an appropriate framew ork whetre users
tecognize what 15 possible to predict, where the
providers recognize what 15 essential to be predicted.
and where the scientific information flow s in a form
that can be readily assimilated in decision-making;
Improved dialog and cooperation are needed
berween the scientitic and technological areas of the
UN system and between the UN's operational
agencies with responsibilines for disaster
management humanitaiian assistance. sustainable
development. technical cooperation and capaeity
building.

A crucial lesson of the IDNDR has been that
etfective disaster reduction strategies are possible
and stand a better chance of being susrained if they
are multidisciphirary in nature, and integrated within
broader policy concepts pertauning 1o a sociery s
economic growth and socal development:

A “Culwre of Prevennon™ becomes even more
mmportant when applied to the consequences of
recurrent phenomena ~uch s ENSQ events. that can
have both vared and sevele social and economie
comsequences:

It is necessary t appreciate that ~ocietal conditions
ot potential vulnerabdiny are dynamie, affected as
they are by changes m Jdemography. land use
inbiastisctne development (ur deterivration). ete,

over thme
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Specific Lessons from the

D indicates drought :
R indicates unusually high rainfall (not
necessarily unusually intense rainfall)
W indicates abnormally warm periods

Country responses to the forecast and impacts of the
1997-98 El Nifo were evaluated for their strengths
and weaknesses in order to identify ways to prepare
for future events. Whether societies have learned from
their recent experiences with El Nifio will be tested
during the next few El Nifio episodes. The 1997-98
event served as a wake-up call to governments around
the globe that El Nifio can spawn adverse regional
climate conditions that affect their society and
economy in the short and long terms. Some of the key
lessons learned in the 16 country case studies are
presented here and are likely to apply to other

countries as well.

Bangladesh

There was a low level of awareness about El Nifio/La
Nina impacts in Bangladesh before the present study.
This study has made clear that El Nino/l.a Nifia has a
strong influence on monsoon weather patterns.
However, there is an urgent need for further study to
better understand and forecast El Nifio teleconnections
in such monsoon-affected regions as Bangladesh,
India, Myanmar, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Thailand. As
one of the most disaster-prone arcas, Bangladesh must

be integrated with existing international scientitic and

meteorological networks in
order that it may better
prepare itsell with the
benefit of forecasts,
monitoring, and early

warning.

China

It is necessary to improve
communications between
the meteorological
community (weather
services, research institutes,
universities) and the public
in order to close the gap that
exists between scientific

research and its application to society and economy.

Costa Rica

The level of detail of the El Nifio lorecast needs (o be
improved. During the most recent El Nifio, the
warnings were too generalized and therefore in some
cases tended to mislead rather than inform. While
correct in the forecast of a drought in Guancaste, cattle
were moved to an area where no drought was forecast,

but which later occurred, creating an intensified crisis.

Cuba

Because each El Nifio or La Nifia event has some
unique aspects that are not captured in its average
description, surprises are to be expected in terms of
societal and environmental impacts. There is no
typical il Nifio, and a better job has to be done to
prepare all levels of society — the publie, the media,

educators and policy makers — for a range of events,

Ecuador

Political, socio-cconomic and military problems will
have to be dealt with by governments al the same time
they are coping with an El Nifo forecast or its

impacts. In times of El Nino-related disasters, it is



