“Women in traditional ruval
societies foel reluctanve to
consult male dovtors, The use
of women health workers and
nurses would bo 2 stop in the
right divection,” &bove, a8
compunity health worker {at
right) informs Bangladesh
villags women ahout medical
traatmunt for children,
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Women in developing countries should be key players

in disaster preparedness and relief

"t too often goes unreported thar women
and children usually suffer more than men
in natural disasters, especially inthe coun-
tries of the South,

Preparedness and prevention programmes
mostly ignore their vulnerability and few relief
programmes are designed with them in mind.

Since they play only a marginal rele in com-

muntty decision-making, they can rarely com-
mandeer relief supplies or have a say in post-
disaster rehabilitation.

Most of the 100,000 people who died in the
1991 Bangladesh cyclone, for example, were
women. Many died trying to protect their chil-
dren and some because they stayed in their

homes and kept away {rom the cyclone shelters
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