DOCUMENTO ORIGINAL EN
MAL ESTADO

1. Policy and (rganizstion

e CUabinet hae overall responsibility (or cisaster nadsgument  and
uwially calls wpecial Cabiowl meetings to conaider nccessury ralief,
rehabilitotion and reconstruction proprammes atver national disasters,
The Minister responsible for Mational Office [our pisuuter Relief ond
Pehabilitative, i3 Hem. ar. &, Lungd Xuvalilku, who ds also the Tepory
vrime ridnisctes aud Ministoer of Worka, fducation and Civil Aviation.

Pl two important bodica of the National Disaster Advisary Unmmittroo
(DALY and the dnrional Office tor Wisaster Relicl and Rebabilitation
(HOUREY arc responsible for Lhe Ministexr responsible for Disnotver
telief and Qehabilitntion (Miniater i/c DIR).

The Warional Dilsuster Advisory Committee (HDAC) ndviae the Mindecter
in—eharre on pelicy izeues, programmes and finance, and which are
ovantually snhmitred o Uabinet for a decision.  The dDAC conuiwts
of Hoads af Govermmens Depio Loeets and #00s with the kevy membera boeing
the Chicf Sceretary & Secretary to Cabineot, Mrector of Works, lirector
of Clvil Aviution, Serrerary for Foreign alfalrs. Mrector of Health,
IHrector of Agriculturce, Volice Commander, Cowmander of Tanga Delence
Services, Horbonr daster and represeatatives of Tonni Red Cross Soclerty,
world Yigton, wid Touga Council of Churches. ‘The Scerctary of che
RDAG 1o n Jeputy Secretary of the Prime iinister's (Office. A1l Funda
‘nr dianster relier and rehabilitation are convrallead by the frime
dinisver's Ol lee.  Actlvilics of the DAL are controlled alse from
Lie Prime Minister's 0€fice, undar the wuthority of the leputy Prime
Adiniwter and  Minister responsible [or |llisaster [elier and
Renabititarcion,

Yhe Hariooal Ullice tor Uisaster Weliel and Jehabilitatlion 15 manased
by a 3endor Works Supervisor who is responsible to the Direcror of
Worka, IMic Sffice maintains zupplies and provisions (tents, clathing
rre) for disaster relief purposes.

Lach of rhe key Governmont Departments and NRs that worl on lhsasters
have aranding procedures on measures to he dnmplemented bofore, during
and after disussiers. A Notiooal Maasrer Slan hos been drrawn oap oand

il neede further modificntions prior to its fprmal adoptinne,

The: NUAC dideally meets en a vepular bosis, however in practics, wmoecting:n
are moctly convenad in the event of a navienal dianarer,  A1T rhe NUAC
ATIDCLDS FUPULL Le LLe Commlttee, and as woll 1arermivion aro usually
gousht [rom raolevant non member repreeearatrivas, anch as tha Genaral
Sonazer Tonga Telecommunications Commission, Tonpa lectric Power isoard
aid Tonpa Water #oord.  LEach member of H#DAC are supported by staff
il resources  of  their own  dopartment in dwplesenting their
responsibillitaes on disaster relief, rebabilivatian and reconscrucution.



2. Prevuiliong lozaords
e tyoes of hazards to, wnich tonea ie vulnerahlo are tropioul cyclones
(including srorm  ourge  and  salt o sprav),  earthquiakes,  viiesnism,
remnamic, and droughts. fires are o problem, Lut aub sL natlonal
problem level, 0F the above, tropiecal ryclones nre tha mest frequent,
cawie the mest damage, aud alfeel Lhe wost polulation,
The folloving 15 a swamary of prevailinp haracds:

Type Location Affected Population

Troplcal CUyclone fhroughout Tougn A1l

Larthquake Throughout Tonpa ALL

Vutcanion Ja'apat, Vava'u, Niuas Aprox 3.

Do ht AlL{partacularly saalil

[alanda) all

i
'kll}!:.'ill.l-l.

Coaotal Barrier

Appiax GO-90%
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3. Recent Natural Disanters

cxampies ol recent. disasters include:

Typea Loeation Affected Lusses
Population
CoMiiina Luss Hatapni/ LPPTOX
‘longatapu 10% S IPHY, D0
W lomac”™, Y02 A1 ol the Approx
aToup A1l it
-’!1\] th-’IHfl:i.['!, 1057 All A1l dl'l:\uklwll
Vileana: Mivaloou, late
l.rupclotl 30s RY winowvn
drought, Lave
. 10BUs Ha'apai 10% unknown :
i
]




iy

4, National Socio—Economic Conditions

Fonga comprises 170 islands, of which 30 are inhabited. The total land
area dis 747 sy km.  The population of Tonga is estimated it 49,420
(1994), The Gross lemestic Product (UDP) is AGL125H, and per capital
Income is AZ1207 (1990).

5. Availability of Assistance to Other Countries in the Field of Natural
Disaster Reduction

Tonga bas, in the past, provided both tinancial and resource ussistance
Lo other racific [sland countries during times of disaster (e.w. Fiji,
1993, Western bamea, 1990, 1792), as well as providing facilities for
nid  collection and distribution to neighbouring counties. for example,
Uuring 1992 Cyclone "Val" in Western Samoa claswe the port and nerodrome
facilities, and  Tongas was used as a  collection distribution and
adminiserative centre for wtew Zealand relief to Western Samoa.  Tonga
had joinea other countries in sharing the grief follewinr the Hew South
Wales Bush V{ires 1993 and the Los Angeles Earthquake, 1643,
by donating 1520,000 cach to assist with reconstruction works.

6, International Assistance Required for Natural Disaaster Reduction

Lxpertisc: Foredgn assistavcce o lLelp prepare  and implement a
comprehensive  natienal disaster plan is urgently required,  Yollow up
agsistance  is reguwired Lo advisge on areas  of the disaster plan,
particularly development planning, hazard assessment, public coducation
and awarencss, and training disaster response personnel.

Technology: Computers and cquipment, particularly associsted with
ataorological and peolepical monitering and warning, arn roguired, as
are dimproved international and domestic communications links,

Resources: imargency  supplies such as tarpaulins, stoves, [irst oidd,
etec are always required,  Other equipnent such as chainsaws portabie
satellite  communication equipment, reverse osmosis  water  distilling
devicey, cte are alseo needed.

SECTION B: STRATEGIES AND ACTIVITIES

1. Steps Toward Achieving the 3 Main Decade Targets

(a) Conprehensive national assessments of risks from natural hazards,
with these assessments taken into account in development plans;

The wmain threat to Tonga is from tropical cylcones, and risk
assesswent of  auch  hazards is reasonably well <aown, uailthoush
Lar from camprehensive. Traopical cyleonea affectinp Yonuga generally
come {rom the north or west of the zroup. Tropical cyleones are
aere [reguent  in o the wrea around Tonga durine LL ine yenrs.
wiwd borly, droughls are generally conidned te the zmaller islands
of the group, amd are most common durding 1 Nino vears. [DRisk
fram eothar hazards sucn as earthguabkas, tsumamia and volesnnes



are poorly known. At present there 1s oniy an informal arrangement
for including risk of tropical cyclones in national development
plans,

{b) Mitigation plans at national and/er local levels, involving

(c)

long term prevention and preparedness and community awareness:

Government  is  to  shortly  enact lepislavien giving the Tonga
lecrricity loard greater powers in cleariny trees on private
property f{rom around power poles and structures, to minimise damage
amd  disruptien te power supply during Lropical cyvclones. Uith
asgtstance !'rom the government of Now Zealand vhere i3 movenent
vroward o commen bnilding code to encompass both earthqualkes and
rropical cyclones,

The local H00a have conducted 2 workshops f{or 311 NGUs in Tenga
on disaster preparedness with assistance from AIDAB ond Australian
Nos,  lhe Lirst was in September 19567, and the secona ia Uctober
1060,  There are plans Lo follow these wvich vorkshaps atmed at
o  community  level, parvicularly  women, The reports  of  bouly
vorkuhops have been published und are availanle wo the public in
Goti M lish and Tongan,

The Vonna Hlecrricity PBoard mdertalzes, o public cducation campairn
just belore and during the tropical cyclone season teo advise the
public wnat 18 regquired prior to and during a tropienl cyclone.
Thisn includes clearing trees from wires, switching off pover during
n cyclone, not touching fallen wvires after a cycloue, ete.  The
public are odvised by way of annoucements over the Jlocal radio
aml television, and newspaper advertiseoments.

A lorechore protection project in presently boans diascnased with
thie novernment ol trance, howvever no {irm detalls on  tie scope
or naturce ol this proposal have been reached as yet.

Ready accens Lu global regional, national and local wvarning systems
and broad dissemination of warnings

Warmings For tropical cyclones affecting Tonga are recelved from
the Zoutn Pacific Repional Tropical Cyclone Yarning Centre (1CWC)
in Hadl, viji. The Tonga ™etcorologlical Yervice rranslate all
warninge and  advisory tassages luke lonpan,  .udd supplementary
information if necessary aud disseminate these wessopes to the
media  ror wonediate vroadcast.  Warminpgs are alse provided, in
Enplich, via the sherr wvave service of Zadio new Zealand.  When
vidndsoeud ccaches 00 knots at Juku'alofa, whe satellite antenna
Cur  tuteroatioual tclecommunieation 13 lowered for proteation
suposes and  communicatien with tne TCYC 1o thus discontinued,
Alvernative feosuren ave bein,, discussoed o waintatn conmunication
whell vindspeed Ls over 60 lnot:s.

VEOPICAL CYCLONE COMMTITIELD ~08 'TUE SOURH PACIITC
fonga 123 decome ) wember of thoe Tropical Croclone Committee [or

the South Yacific asince 1% was eavablished in 168u.  his committec
iz o working proup ol the World MNeteoroiopieal Organization for



Prosent Narional Plan for Natural Digcacter Reduction

At present there it mo national plae for natural disavter veduction in place
in thr Kinzdom of Tonpu.

Legislotion Introdnced and PFnacted in Relatiom to Natural Disascer
Redurrion

wepralation relating to fomga Sleciricity Hoard suthoricy 1o cledr treoes
frem power Llines, and a cowmprehensive buildinn code are nresently bheing
prepared, Lut have net as yet veen cnracied.  The wurine aet of 1ORT iq
naw 3u [oren, and resulaclous tor safety at sen, specifienlly requirements
tor suiety eguipment for commercial and pleasure Loating, a«re presently
being drufted with the ngsistance of the Fotua Sceretarict,

Disasrer Mitigation Activities Completrd or Underwvay
monitoring, prediction .unl warnings

Title of Prnject: Clisabe rlonitoring sZquipment
Upgrade {forum Conntries)

status: Undeg vy

ParLicipating lnatitutions: Australian Sureays ol (PhelLeoralogy,
Tunga licteorelegicul Servico.

Cost of project: AUDL. 3N (throusnout Ll

Pacific)

Sourves of Fundings Australian Interual junal
Develapment Assistance Bureau
{AIDAR)

Loplenering Anencies: Australian bBureau of Hetecorolopy

PO Bex 1280F
Melbourne Vie 3001
Austiallia

Pax:  {6L14) oy 4108

Plans to Fully Achieve Decade Targetms hy the knd of 1999

Tonga has nov been active zn IDNDR until very recently, and st rhe moment,
there ore no plans in place aimed at meeting specificd tarpets for Lhe
decade. Powaver, 1t 1s hoped thit a plan lncorperating current and now
plans can be enaciel to improve the prospects for meetins TINDR araet

-
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SECTION C: INTERACTIONS
I, Publication on IDNDR Related Subjects

Neports  of  two  workshops conducted Dby Tonpga Assocaation of  Hon
Gouvernment  Ureanisstions (TANGU) have been published. The workshops
were  titled '"Disaster DPreparedness  Vorkshop ior  son Govermaent
Ormamisations”.  ‘These can be obtained from tne longa led Uross or
the Tunga Council of Churches in Louh Bnglish and Toungan,

Current or Planned Partnerships and Cooperation Related to IDNDR with
Other Countries

The covernment of Tonpa te working closely with  the lnited Havions
Department. of chamanitarion Affairs (UNDUAY South Pacific Programme Office
{SPPU) tn suva to implement a project titled Tonga Dicaster lleduction
cropramne (PDRP).  Tenga is alwe inclwied in the UNDHA-SPP0 South Pacific

Al oot fmm v g wmur

J‘\Jl’i ATt eT Prvelinet e Dy mor e nrmes L UNNRDTA
Hur .,

Activity rolated ta disaster mitdigntaen have talion plaec to date witlivuai
nceess to TR frameworis or a4 national disaster plan.  The absence of
such  juidance has meant that the limited mitigovion project, vhile
themselven: cuccess{ul, have not henefited {rom the local, national and
International linkages that would cccur if an overall national [ramework

P T R Y A _———

nr o action nlian vsra in nlaca [T T e,

Revicew of the IDNDR

A1l activaty undertaken =sn frr in relation to disnzter veduchkiun have

vceurred outside the f{ramework of IINDR on an "as needed" basis. Vonga
horr now  Iuily embraced the concept of disaster reduction by =zeeking
memboraship  to LD, 1Me  next priority  for Ionea o extablish a

comprebiensive natignal disncter plan as a2 {ramewori for {uture activity.



