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l. GLOBAL ACTIVITIES

11 IDNDR/Intersectoral

IDNDR Secretanat has conducted several follow-up meetings on the World
Conference on Naturai Disaster Reduction. A meeting on 23rd August 1924 with the
representatives from the Regions who were involved in the preparation of the World
Conference (PrepCom), conciuded that there 1s a2 need to establish a more reguiar
follow-up of this informat nature. Another “Yokohama Conference Follow-up Meeting”,
inciuding members of the PrepCom, representatives of UN family, and members of the
Scienufic ana Technicat Committee took piace on 27 September 1994. Reguiar
meetings wiil continue on 10 November, to discuss the short and long term {DNDR
projects and to establish a framework for pregramme development. inter-agency
discussions on the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction inciude also
meetings on 12 July and 5 September 19984, attended by UNESCO. WMO, UNV,
WHQO ang DHA The annual IDNDR Day was celebrated on 12 Qctober 1994. The
theme of this IDNDR Day was 'A Safer World for 21st Century', with a focus on
"vulnerable communities". Maternals inctuding posters were produced ang qisinbuted
to National IDNDR Committees and other Decade pariners. Statements were launched
by the Under Secretary General for Humanitanan Affairs and the Secretary General
of the World Conference on Naturat Disaster Reduction / Director of the iDNDR
Secretanat. The statements focused on the need to sensitize decision-makers and
opinion-ieaders to the importance of identifying vuinerable communities, aiming at
reducing that vuinerability before a natural event becomes a natural disaster.

1.2  United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF)
UNICEF's mandate to protect and improve the weit-being of the most vulnerable

groups, chitdren and women, anywhere in the world, by definition, includes the aspect
of disaster preparedness and prevention. By supporting empowerment of communities
at the local level and capacity building at the natonal level, UNICEF programmes
enhance ablilities to deal with disasters and to mitigate the negative effects of
disasters. Policy ana procedural guidetines for UNICEF staff in emergencies include
both emergency response and preparedness/prevention activities. This is reflected in
the new handbook for emergencies which will be finatized by the end of 1984 as well
as in UNICEF's internal emergency management training. Foflowing the
recommendation of the Yokohama Strategy to inciude disaster reduction into nationai
development plans, UNICEF representattves have been advised to incorporate
disaster reduction elements in the programmes in disaster-prone countries.

1.3 Department of Humanttarian Affairs/United Nations Development Programme

The first phase of the UNDHA/UNDP Disaster Management Training
Programme (DMTP} has been compieted. A final evaluation report will be submitted
by the end of December 1994, The proposal for the second phase of the Programme
DMTF MARK [l has, as its centrat goat, the reduction of vuinerability to disasters and
emergencies, thus helping to create the conditions under which sustainable
development can prosper. MARK Il wil accomptish this by focusing on prnncipal
objectives - 1.a., improving the effectiveness of disaster and emergency management
in selected countnes: strengthening the disaster/emergency management capacity of
other internauonal ana regional bodies and institutions. Building on OMTP, MARK 1i



wiil make contributions which establish a common framework and stanaards, inctuding:
Consplidating and buiding on gains made In countnes that have benefitted from
OMTP's proven strategic planming and training mode! and extending the approach to
disaster-prone countries not yet covered; Expanamng follow-up to ensure satisfactory
imptementation of recommendations which ennance natonai capacity, with a special
focus on mutigation and preparedness improvements, and to ensure a satisfactory
transition to other funding and implementing coilaborators; Further integrating the
disaster/emergency management programmes of UN agencies and ¢concermed NGOs
into the DMTP process and becoming a point of reference for disaster/femergency
tframming within the UN System: increasing fieid co-ordination by focusing in particuiar
on strengthening UN and national Disaster Management Teams: ana Continuing to
expand and make accessible high quality training matenais that focus equaily on man-
made and natural disasters and integrating matenal on environmental concemns,
npuman rights, peace-keeping and peace-making.

1.4 Administrative Comnmuttee on Cooramnation.

During the 15th meeung cf the Administrative Committee on Coordination
(ACC), Sub-committee on Water Resources, neld in Washington in September 1994,
the putcome of the IDNDR Worta Conference on Naturai Disaster Reduction was
discussed. Througn the intermediacy of WMQ, contact has been made with the inter-
agency mechanism for coordinating activities in the field of water, to coordinate the
activities for the decade (water-reiated disasters).

1.5  United Nations Educationai, Scientific and Cultural Organtzation

In response to Yokonama Conference recommendations, UNESCQ has
accelerated the finalization and dissemination of discipiinary educational and
information materiais related to disaster reduction. Free copies of the abstracts of the
Scientific and Technical Poster Sessions, which took place in Yokohama, were
distributed widely. UNESCQ has aiso supported the production of three posters on
earthquake preparedness ang community nsk zonation which were distnbuted ¢on the
occasion of the 1994 intermatonat Day for Naturai Disaster Reduction. Four training
modules, related to structurat upgrading in earthquake-prone areas and the protection
against floods have also been finaiized with a view to their testing and dissemination.
in investing in the Yokohama follow-up process, UNESCQO wiil attempt to assert an
active rote in the combat that it 1s engaging since 1960 against natural hazards. The
fotlow-up of Yokohama presents an oppertunity for UNESCO to assert its recognized
rofe in the study of the mecnhanisms of natural hazards and relevant environmentai
hazards, and of the scientific and technical mitigation of risks arising from it. From the
organizationat point of view, an Inter sectorai Task Force for IDNDR, chaired by the
Agsistant-Director-Generai for Science, will oversee UNESCQ's contnibution to the
follow-up to the World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction and the iDNDR.
Activities are focused on improved understanding of risks; installation of detection and
waming systems, seismological networks; development of scenano's of potential
disasters in selected areas; protection of egucauonal buildings and cultural monuments
througn specific projects: preparation of a senes of briefs and educational matenals
on seiected key topics such as: women and natural disaster reduction; disaster
directives for school children. for community leaders, etc., and: education of the public,
information to communities at risk, before, quring ana afier the aisaster. through
interdiscipitnary activities ana communication/ informauon measures.




1.8  Word Meteoroioatcat Organization

The outcome of the Yokohama Conference was reported to the WMO Executive
Counct at its forty-sixth session in June 1984. In reaffirming the Organization's strong
support for the Decade, the Counci requested the Secretary General of WMO to
monitor closely the developments within the IDNDR, so that the Orgamization could
respond appropriately. [t aiso agreed that natural disaster reduction be given
prominence in the Fourth WMO Long-term Plan and appreciated the fact that WMO
was the only UN agency famihiar with operating a world-wide monitoring and
communication system in real time and that fuller use could be made of this system
to disseminate precautionary predictions and actuat warnings of pending disasters. it
felt this would be parucutarty appropriate as in many countres the Meteorotogical and
Hydrologicat Services are atso responsible for monitoring and forecasting other types
of disasters. Consequent to these decisions, the WMO Secretariat has been actively
assisting the IDNDR secretanat in ptanning the follow-up to the Yokohama
recommendations. On 21 September 1994, a meeung was held at WMO to discuss
the availability of meteorotogical, hydrological and other geophysical infermation to
support humanitanan ana refief efforts. The meeting intended tc start a process of
inter-agency discussions on the issue and to lead to practicat resuits, in terms of
current disasters 1.a. in former Yugosiavia and Rwanda.. The discussion focused
assentially on meteorofogical information. Hydrological and geographntcal information
are to be covered at a future meeting.

1.7  World Heaith Organization

WHO is increasing its focus on emergency preparedness issues; three WHO
Regional Commuttees inciuded emergency preparedness on their agenda this year,
and the topic is scheduied for discussion during the 1995 WHQ Executive Board
meeting. In agdition, emergency preparedness, and the link between relief and
development is becoming a standard feawre of traning sessions for WHO
Representatives. Emergency preparedness will also be included in a series of
upcoming regionai briefings to WHOQ staff, starting in January 1985 in Africa. WHQ's
present and future emergency preparedness programmes fit within the changing
approach of WHO to emergency management, with an emphasis on heaith activities
that can be deveioped within a muiti-sectoral framework. Regarding publications, WHO
1S developing, or revising, its eariler manuais on the subjects of community emergency
preparedness, nutrition in targe poputations, environmental heaith and emergency
management, and rapid assessment protocols for the heaith sector. Regarding
training, in addition to supporting ongoing programmes such as the HELP course
(with ICRC) and the training courses at WHO's coitabarating centres, WHO is currently
preparing briefing sessions and regionat seminars for WHO staff. With regard to the
post-Yokohama IDNDR inter agency efforts, WHOQ is and will remain committed to
IDNDR goals and objectives as highlighted in the conference statement and the pian
of action.

1.8  United Nations Volunteers

UNV Specialists ana UNV Field Workers have continued to work closeiy with
local NGOs and community-based organizations in vanous countries. They are
involved in strengthening the organizations' technicat and managenal capacity, they
faciitate nationa: disaster preparedness coordination. and they contnbute to
management ana policy formutation. UNV Specialists are also increasingty invoived



N supporting emergency retief as wetl as UN Disaster Management Teams. UNV has
cantinued to expiore the scope of joint programmes with regional, supbregionat andg
“yEtanal disaster management centres, as weil as support to National Committees
2stablishea for the IDNDR, in coilaboration with UNDP and DHA.

%2 nternational Telecommunication Union

Ouring the ITU Plenipotentiary Conference in Kyoto 19 September - 14 October
1894, a Resolution, based on World Telecommunication Deveiopment Conference
(WTDC) Resoiution No 7, requesting ITU and DHA to convene a Conference on
Otsester Communications in 1985/6, was proposed by the Member States of the
Caribbean Telecommunications Union. This wouid be a iast step before a Convention
a@n Disaster Communications. The Resolution refers to the Programme of Action of the
\Wortd Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction and WTDC Resoiution 7 (Buenos
Arres). The Resotution on Disaster Communications was unanimously adopted.
Disaster Communicauon Workshops in the Caribbean, and South-east Asian regions
ira 1995, discussea dunng the Kyoto Conference, wil be organized in close
cattsboration with DHA/IDNDR.

1.10 Inter-Govemmenta! Oceancgrapnic Commission

During the World Ccenierence on Natural Disaster Reduction, tOC reported on
its mctivities duning the Technical Committee on Early Warning Systems. There was
4 consensus between the tsunami scientists attending the meetings, that the tsunami
hezard was a forgoften 1ssue among others impacting more frequently. The {OC
xecutive Counci dunng its twenty-seventh session discussed the IOC IDNDR-related
activities and commented on the importance of the development of the I0C
programmes targeted to meet the IDNDR objectives. The Yokohama Strategy and
Yiakohama Message were strongly supported. The Executive Councli adopted
Resattion {OC/EC-XXVII/E Tsunami Warning System: 1TSU and IDNDR Conference.
in'para. 119 the following statement was maae regaraing the World Conference: The
Executve Counci expressed its support to the ocutcome of the Yokohama Conference
armed reaffirned its commuments to the implementation of the Decade. Noting that
ECUSO0C, at the session 1in July 1994, wiil consider the resuits of the Yokohama
Conference, the Executicve Council requested the Secretary IOC to inform ECQOSOC
wrgently of I0C's position towards the Yokohama Conference and IDNDR. The
Exeacutive Council expressed belief that the IDNDR Secretanat, which was so
successful in the preparation of the Conference, will be enforced and continue to be
an operationat arm of the UN in the implementation of the Yokohama Strategy. Other
cuurent activities of IOC as a contribution to the IDNDR are: (i) The Tsunami
‘mamaation Modetfling Exchange Project (TIME): The United States made a contribution
{0 the project to support the TIME project in Japan to impiement the project. (ii) The
Real-time Exchange of Telemetry, Seismic and Tsunami Data: Two more countries
wiraed the system since the World Cenference. The European Counci is senously
considenng to establish a similar system for tsunami waming in the Mediterranean
Sea. and (iii) The Tsunami Public Educauon and Awareness Programme: {taly, Russia
and Japan have expressed their interest to publish modified versions of the existing
etmcational matenais on tsunamus and earthquakes as prepared by the Chilean
government in their respective {anguages. The nternational cooratnation group (1ITSU)
meeting wiil be held in January 1985 in Honotulu. One of the agenaa items wili be to
respong effectiveiy to the aecisions of the Yokohama Conference. The "ITSU-15




Session” will be held in Frencn Polynesia Tahiti in August 1985.

1.11 Intemationai Civil Defence Organization

In April '94 the Xth World Conference on Civil Protection in Amman assembled
ICDO member and non-memper States, representatives of the United Nations
Organizations and its speciaiized agencies, as well as (intergovernmentat and non-
gavernmental bodies. This Conference adopted a declaration called 'Universal
Deciaration on Civil Protection’ inviting Governments to integrate prevention and
preparedness measures (n their iong-term economic and social development policies,
and to create or remforce national structures of civil protection, so that they assume
a coordinating function between all the nationat partners calied upon to intervene in
the struggie against disasters. The Amman Conference was considered as a
preparatory meeting to the {DNDR Wortd Conference.

1.12 Eleventh Ministenal Conference of the Movement of the Non-Aligned Countries

The Foreign Ministers of the countrnies, members of the Non-Alignea Movement
held their eieventh Ministenal Conference in Cairo, Egypt from 31st May to 3rd June
1994. The following text. ccncerning IDNDR was adopted: “The Ministers observed
that, due to 1ack of sufficient infrastructure for prevention, preparedness, mitigation and
disaster relief in the developing countnes, they continuea te be the main victims of
naturai disasters. They considered the outcome of the Wortd Conference on Naturai
Disaster Reduction 1n Yokohama, Japan from 23 to 27 May 1994, and recommended
that the Non-Aligned countries follow-up thoroughly the mplementation of the
Yokohama Strategy For a Safer World, and intensify cooperation among themselves
in this area. They also pointed out that progress in economic deveiopment would
contribute to building the infrastructure necessary for disaster reduction in the
developing countries and that concessionai resources, together with technological
transfer, are of critical importance to the strengtherung of their efforts in this regard".

il. REGIONAL ACTIVITIES

2.1 Economic Commission for Africa

By Resolution 773(XXIX) of 5th May 1994, the Conference of African Ministers
responsible for Social and Economic Development and Planning of the United Nations
Economic Commussion for Africa, endorsed the IDNDR Mid-Term Report for Africa and
an African Common Position for the World Conference on Naturat Disaster Reduction.
The proposed activities in that Report and the Common Paosition inciuded, among
others, national capacity building and the development of country tevei disaster data
bases. The resuits of the Yokohama Conference also hughlighted these as prionty
areas in the implementation of the IDNDR. From the medium and long-term
perspective, the ECA has advocated the adoption of the approach on a ¢lose linkage
between rehabilitation, reconstruction and development. The approach underscores
the need for humanitanan assistance to conform to a macro-economic policy
framework. ECA has carried out substantive work in this area. it prepared a guideline
on the Agenda on Emergency, Humanitanan, Rehabilitation and Reconstruction Affairs
In Africa, to map out a comprenensive approach for meeung the chaltenges in the



1990s and beyond.

2.2  Economic Commussion for Laun Amenca and the Caribbean

A resowution has been adopted by ECLAC Members during the Cartagena
meeting from 2 - 27 Aprii 1994 to encourage the Member States to include disaster
reduction in their natiocnal andg local development pitans. ECLAC has made a first
appeal for financial support to fulfil the new mandate In the disaster field.

2.3 Economic and Social Commussion for Asia and the Pacific

An aavisory mission to tndia on the application of the Manuat and Guidelines
for Comprehensive Flcod Loss Prevention and rnanagement took place in September
1994, Another aawvisory mission on water-retated natural disaster reduction to
Cambodia took piace in September 1994

2.4 QOrganization of Afncan Unity

During 1ts Sixtieth Ordinary Session. at the Summit of Heads of States and
Governments, the Councit of Ministers of the Orgamzation of African Unity in Tunis on
12 june 1994, engeorseaq the recommenaations of the Yokohama Strategy and Plan of
Action, ang recommended that prionty be given to national capacity building and the
development of country levei disaster information systems.

2.5  South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation

in orger to forrmulate a coilective position on disaster mitigation for the
Yokohama Conference by the Member States of SAARC the Government of India
hosted a Workshop in New Delhiin Apnt 1894, which was attended by representatives
from all Member States. The report and recommendations of the New Delht Workshop
were presented to the Fourteenth Session of the SAARC Council of Ministers in
Dhaka on 30 -31 July 1994. The Councit endorsed the recommendations for eary
impiementation by the Membper States.

2.6 Counci of Europe.

A meeung, organized by the Council of Europe, within the framework of the
EUR-OPA open partial agreement for major hazards tcok place in Brusselson 4 -7
October 1994, The meeting was a follow-up of the Ministenal meeung held in Moscow
in October 1993 on a piatform of cooperation between Eastern Europe, the South of
the Mediterranean and Western Europe in the field of natural and technotogical
hazards. The Moscow Charter refers to the conversion of military apparatus and
technologies for peace time applications in case of sudden disasters. The meeting
focused on training cooperation on use of remote sensing; and the constitution of
‘permanent risk management units'’.

2.7 Hazards Research and Apphcations in USA

The 19th Annual Hazards Research ang Applications Workshop 18 - 21 July
1994 in Boulder - the main disaster reduction event in the US - brought together more
than 300 participants. Discussions were held on vanous topics, covenng the entire
disaster continuum, ranging from response processes to environmental and
developmental impacts of natural disasters. A summary of the outcome of the World
Zonference on Natural Disaster Reduction was also presented at the werkshop.




2.8 Programme Develooment for Natural Disaster Reduction in Latin Amenca

The follow-up of the Wortd Conference in Latin Amenca inciudes visits by
IDNDR staff angd PAHO to Argentina, Chile ana Peru with the objective to promote
acuvities in October 1994 on the theme "Vulnerable Communities”. In Argentina
discussions focused on the need to strengthen National IDNDR Commuttees or simitar
disaster reduction institutions. The wisit to Chile was a follow-up on Government
raquests to visit ana strengthen the finks between the institutions, and the cooperation
between ECLAC, |DNDR/DHA and PAHO. The objective to visit Peru was to
document positive expenences of community work for disaster NGOs and donors. The
Yckohama Conference seems to have given the national initatives a great promotive
acnon. This is especially the case in Peru, where a programme has been prepared to
fulfil the iIDNDR targets and toc highlight the IDNDR month.

2.9  Naturai Disaster Reduction in the Mediterranean

During a major annuat event in Ban, italy, the “Fiera del Levante® 10 - 17
September, one of the days was dedicated to disaster reduction, with particular
reference to the World Conference. Panets with parucipation from the Government of
italy, several Mediterranean countries and {DNDR Secretariat, discusseda disaster
reguction In the Mediterranean. The Government officials acknowiedged the
importance of disaster reduction. and pledged support to activities aimed at disaster
reduction, including a Mediterranean intergovernmental conference. The Government
and the industrial/commercial sector are committed to disaster reduction, and
supportive to IDNDR strategies for the second haif of the Decaae.

2.10 Regqional Disaster Reduction Activities in the Pacific.

A Pacific Programme for Disaster Reduction has been formulated during the
third IDNDR Regqional Disaster Reduction Meeting, held in Suva, Fiji from 6 - 14
Septempber 1994. The meeting amed furtherning the cooperation 1n disaster
management between Pacific Isiand countnes. The meeting followeq earlier meetings
in Solomon Isiands (1992) ana Vanuatu (1993} and was the Pacific follow-up to the
"World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction' in Yokohama. The programme
includes the following compaonents: (a) In-country training and technicat assistance: (b)
Regionat tramning; (c) Disaster mitigation projects: (d) Regicnal support materials; ()
Information management; and (f) Reqionai cooperation and coorgination.

2.11 Policy and institutional Reguirements for Disaster Reduction in Asia

For the tmplementation of the Yokohama Strategy and the Plan of Action in the
Asian region a seminar, organized by the Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre in
Bangkok, was held 3 - 5 October 1994, to consult with senior leve! decision-makers
on identification of pnmary policy and organizationat issues within disaster-affected
Beveloping Member Countries, identfication of crntical elements of institutionat
capacities to reaiize prevention and mitigation practice as a part of nationai
development planning, and adoption of a specific action ptan to reatize both
institutional measures and programme opportunities. The meeting, financed by the
Asian Development Bank, contnibuted to the mid-term review of the institutional i1ssues
of ADPC. Several countries and regional organizations are steadily advancing in their
disaster reduction/mitigation programmes. and require institutional support from within
the region n the process.




2.12 Counines of Centrat Eastern & South Eastern Eurooe

The 3rd Conference on cooperaton of the countries of Central, Eastern & South
Eastern Europe in the Area of Protection against Natural and other Disasters was heid
in Ljubljana from 4 - 7 October 1894, The delegations at the Conference agreed to’

adopt 15 principlies ang nitiatives for improved protection against naustrial ang
vyactear accidents.

213 African Regionat Programme Develooment for Natural Disaster Reduction

For the impiementation of the Yokohama Strategy and Plan of Action in the
African region a project proposal, mainty focused on Sub-Saharan Africa, has been
formulated, and has been approvead by the Govermment of the Kingdom of the
Nethenlands. The project's based on one of the major recommendations resulting from
Africa's preparation for the IDNDR Worlg Conference: the organisation of a series of
sub-regional workshops, whose ob;jective wiil be to transiate the goais of the Decade
1Mo concrete form at sut-regional. natonal and focal level through appropriate
programmes and projects. These sup-regional workshops are considered one of the
mmest efficient and cost effective means of achieving this objective. They wil,
eventuatly, lead into comprenensive regional programmes and activities for
impiementation dunng the secona haif of the Decade. Three workshops are scheduled
to take place from November 1994 to February 1995.

M. ACTIVITIES OF SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL ASSOCIATIONS

3.1 Intermationat Counci of Scienufic tinions

The internatonai Geological Union (IGU) ana the international Council of
Scentfic Unions (ICSU) project on eaucation for naturat gisaster reguction finalizea
itsffirst phase: the compiiation of a "Handbook for teachers” that will appear at the end
of 1994. it is of considerable impgrtance 1n the area of awareness raising. The Globat
Seismic Hazard Assessment Programme (GSHAP) had reqional meetings in Brasiha
and Athens in the second half of 1994, Further meetings are scheduied in Teheran
(iran), Boulder (USA), ltaly and Melbourne (Austrahia) in 1995. The project on
droughtffamine (iGU), concentrating on Africa, had a meeting in Moscow (August
1994) and discussed the situation in central Asia. The flood hazard programme (IGU)
Wad a meeting in Prague (August 1994) and implemented a second field survey on
river floods in Bangiadesh. The ICSU/MWMO preject on tropical cyclones has finalized
a *Global guide to tropical cyctone forecasting” and a text on “global perspectives on
fropical cycione research. Both books wiit be published by WMO. The projects on
refuction of voicanic disasters, and on intermediate earthquake prediction, are being
mpiemented as scheduled.

32 Union of international Technicat Assoctations / World Federation of Engineering
QOrganizations (UATI/ WFEQ)
Scientrfic activities with respect to disaster reguction in megacities have been
initiated by UATIMWFEQ ana IGU. The project concentrates on engineenng aspects
and includes case studies on Jakarta. Karacht and Maniia. it wiil be terminated, and




resuits be published, in 1995 The IGU project 1s coorainated by its study group on
vulnerapility of megacities that was founded on the occasion of the United Nations
University sponsored megacities conference heid in Tokyo in February 1994, it
concerns the methodology of metropotitan vulnerapility analysis and the preparation
of a hazard atlas for megacities. It will further focus on a detailed analysis of one
particular public facility: schoots. Grassroots groups in hazard mitigation, “routine” and
“surpnse” natechs. sustainability, environmental management, naturat security, etc. are
elements of the programme. The Roving Seminar Project, an educational project for
vanous regions of the wortd specificatly designed to transfer preventive information -
lead by UATI - inctudes several reqgionai brancnes. The Canbbean branch will organize
seminars In varnous English and Spanish speaking Caribbean countries. The
Mediterranean and North African branch wiii organize its first seminars in Morocco and
Monaco; In South East Asia a first semmar wili be nheld in Indonesta. The feastbitity
of the "Reduction of Nyos-type Hazargs" project - aiso lead by UAT! - has been
demonstrated at Lake Monoun in 1992 spnnatime. and wili be fuily achievea in earny
1985 at Lake Nyos itseif.

33 European Earthquake Enaineers

Ouring the European Earthquake Conference in Vienna, from 29 August to 2
September 1994, a3 session took place for discussing promotion of the IDNDR. Three
presentations were heid: the Wortd Conference in Yokohama; {DNDR activities by the
German Government; and introguction of a new data base system on earthquake
disasters. A workshop was heid by Wortd Seismic Safety initiatives (WSSH) titled
"Mitigation of Earthquake Risks, Resources and Needs of European Countnes” and
included a meeting by the Board of Directors of WSS1 on mobilization of resources in
Europe for WSSI, citing the successful expenence in mobilization of resources in
Asian countnes.

3.4 International institute of Communications

The 2&8th IC Annual Conference in Tampere. Finland, from 6 - 10 September
1994, which was a foilow-up of the IIC Conference, also in Tampere from May 20-22
1891 contnbuted significantty to furthenng the development of Disaster
Communications, and resulted 1n a Resoiution “Tele-communications for Disaster
Mitigation and Disaster Relief Qperauons".

3.5 The Annenbera Washington Program

The Annenberg Washington Program published the report: "International
Disaster Commun:ications: Harnessing the Power of Communications to Avert
Disasters and Save Lives.". The report highlights current trends in natural disasters,
efforts to reduce the impact of disasters, and the wital role of commurucations in
disaster mitigation. inciuded in the report are the first published proceedings from the
May 24, 1994 Intermnational Rounatable on the Media, Scientific Information, and
Disasters at the World Conference on Naturai Disaster Reduction in Yokohama,

Japan. The report was reieased at the 25th anniversary meeting of the {IC in Tampere,
Finland.




IV. NATIONAL IDNDR COMMITTEES

New National IDNDR Committees have peen created in Argentina and South-
Africa. The South-African Commuttee held its first meeung on iICNDR Day on 12
October 1994. They concluded that there was room for exchange of expertise and
knowledge petween South Africa ano the other mempers of SADC in vanous human
and technologicai aspects of disaster reduction.



