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CHAPTER 9

CCCUPATIONAL HFEALTH ASPECTS OF NATURAL DISASTERS
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Introduction

The political impact of disasters of all kinds 1is constantly
tending to increase because of the increasing population of the world.
This element is most marked in the developing countries. The industrial
development which brings its own bazards also attracts new residential
areas to its immediate vicinity, thus exposing even greater numbers of
the people to the risk. Moreover these people are often those who can
least afford to take amy precautionary measures to protect themselves in

case a disaster should occur.

Disasters may be divided into 2 main groups.

1. Disasters resulting from natural phenoms like earthquakes, vulcanic
eruptions, storm surges, cyclones, floods avalanches and massive

insect infestation even in this group may be included droughts.

2. Disastrous events occurring by man's impact upon the environment,
as armes conflicts, indistrial accidents, radiation accidents,
factory fires, explosions and escape to toxic gases or chemical
substances, mining or other structural collapses, aircraft crashes
over built-up areas, collisions of vehicles carrying inflammable
liquids, oil spills at sea and dam failers. It has to be taken
into consideration that the second group may be the direct result
of one of members of the first group. In this way may be included

epidemics of infectious diseases.



