Hurricane Resistant Home Improvement Program

Appendix L
Technical Booklet - Make the Right Connections

The following booklet, Making the Right Connecitons, was produce in Dominica by the Safe
Shelter Initiative and the National Development Foundation of Dominica, with funding support
from the Caribbean Disaster Mitigation Project. It is reprinted here with permission of the
National Development Foundation of Dominica.
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Hurricane Resistant Homme Improvernent Program

CARIBBEAN DISASTER MITIGATION PROJECT

The Caribbean Disaster Mitigation Project (CDMP) is a coordinated effort to promote the adoption
of natural disaster mitigation and preparedness practices by both the public and private sectors in the
Caribbean region through a series of actrvities carried out over a five-year period. The CDMP is
funded by the USAID Office of Foreign Disaster Assistance (OFDA) and implemented by the
Orgamization of American States/Unit of Sustainable Development and Environment (OAS/USDE) for
the TUSAID Caribbean Regional Program (USAID/CRP)

The CDMP prowvides a framework for collaboration with the Caribbean region to establish
sustainable public and private sector mechamsms for natural disaster mitigation that will measurably
lessen loss of life, reduce the potential for physical and economic damage, and shorten the disaster
recovery period over the long term Project activities vary according to location, contents and
implementation strategy, but all contribute to attainment of the overall CDMP goal: a more disaster-
resistant environment for the people who live, work and invest in this hazard-prone region.

Project activities include- 1) natural hazard risk audits for electrical utilities and other infrastructure
systems and key lifeline facilities, 2) hazard mapping to support improved planning and location of
physical development; 3) promotion of loss reduction incentives and hazard mitigation in the property
insurance industry; 4) assisting countries to adopt improved building standards and practices and
traming of builders, architects and artisans in their use, 5) stimulating community-based disaster
preparedness and mitigation efforts with support of the private sector, and, 6) post disaster nmtigation
planning and program design.

The CDMP will build on past and ongoing regional initiatives in disaster preparedness and
mitigation, and will promote technology transfer and institutional capacity building through direct
involvement of professional associations, bankers, builders, insurance compames and reinsurers,
NGOs, P¥Os, community groups and government organizations in project activities

For further mformation please contact:

Mr. Jan Vermeiren, Project Manager Ms Jennifer Worrell, Regional Disaster Advisor
Organization of American States Caribbean Regional Program

Unit of Sustainable Development and Environment U.S. Agency for International Development
1889 F Street N'W. 2 Haining Road

Washingten, D.C. 20006 Kingston 5, Jamaica

Phone: (202) 458-3006 Phone' (876) 926-4998

Fax:  (202) 458-3560 Fax:  (876) 929-9944

E-mail: vermeiren jan(@oas.org E-mail jworrell@usaid gov
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Caribbean Diwsaster Mitigation Project

COOPERATIVE HOUSING FOUNDATION

CHF 1s a non-profit international development organization helping low-moderate income families
around the world improe therr living conditions, livelihoods and commumites. CHF's skills address o

wide range of development 1ssues:
HIGHLIGHTS OF CHF’S INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS:

GAZA - CHF has established a home improvement loan program
disbursing over $4 million eithin one year to more than 900 families. The

HOUSING-
Cooperative Housing,
Home Improvement
Lending, Housing
Prvatization, New

; - Affordable Housi
Cairo-Amman and Arav Banks are noew contributing to the program or abissﬁ;zgfl;
GUATEMALA - In thte war-tom Ixcan area CHF is working with Management
Mayan leaders on community development projects ranging from foot )
. ) e COMMUNITY
bridges to schools and from communti health clinics to agroforestry and IMPROVEMENT:
village banking Commiunity
HAITI - CHF designed and managed a series of sanitation and Develapment,
; . - - Municiapla
infrastructure projects creating jobs for 12,000 Hartinan workers and Development, Urban
improving health conditions in urban and rural jurisdictions. Sanitation,
MEXICO - A unique partnership with “Magquila” factories provides En‘“;?;gf;:i
workers small loans for home upgrades, including water and saritation.
Training local NGOs for expansion and replication of this model is a key MICROENTERPRISE:
Home-hased Business

part of the program
POLAND - CHF 1s supporting housing finance alternatives, introducing

Home Asset Lending
Local Construction and

market-based mortgages, and establishing democratically run Building Matenals
cooperatives to provide hundreds of families with new affordable homes. - Odfc‘:\’,zii:’;i

Development

SNAPSHOT OF CHF’S 1996 ACCOMPLISHMENTS STRENGTHENING,
WORKING IN 30 COUNTRIES Financial Managemcnt
Credit Program
Development
. . Business Fl

New Units: People Trained: Dﬁ:fj;ncﬂ
667 9,208 Membership Qutreach
and Scr_vlces
Loans: 3,685 Women Receiving Organii;azgz‘fl
Totaling: $5.8 Million Direct Assistance: 17,929 Development
Home Improvements: Employment DEVEngngS;S:
6,034 (in person months): 44,263 Home-Based
Businesses

Leadershi
Housing Beneficiaries: NGOs and Co-Ops Assisted: Dewl,,pme:ﬂ
34.523 562 Skills Traming
: Health Employment and
Traming
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