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: &BSTRA@T {}n S&p& 2 19?85 Hurricane Eiena, stw&k the: {}aﬁf Gg}mt ot M msmwpy},, We

conducted a usﬁ:mspm:twa review of Emérgency Dep

trivent logs for g ane-weel period |

before and a two-week period after the storm-to determine what additional support would

e aeeded to manage su

-2 disaster. There was a significant increase in the number of

_patients treated for psychiatric problems and trauma. These Gndiugs are similar to the
_ results uhmm&d ina smdv at ﬂw same }mspwai &ﬁ:@w HurmmmL frhdﬁ?{“ib in 1878:

: A?PRQMMATE&Y fﬁur fhurricamﬁs f%;hmatem__ thf‘::
- Adanne and Gulf coasts of the United States each
year. These storms have a Qﬁtemml for disaster,
ias emﬁsemmd by the Galveston storm of 1900,
where 6.000.of the 38 000 inhabitants of the city
lost ﬁ,hmz lives. - Bemdes loss of life, tremendous

property ﬁamagﬁ and huge dmimmfmns of people:

can oceur. Hurricane Elena, the topic of this
. paper, fmcead some. 2 mmmn peﬁ@ple o “be
- svacuated.” o e

The ﬁiynmxcs of thme: storms’ have heen_

-descmbecﬁ by Eliot.® The warm, rooist air over

‘tropical watérs forms an inversion as air heated

“at the surface rises and meets descem&mg mc:vi air.
Where a thunderstorm breaks through this inver-
“sion, there is an area of low pressure, whmh pmw-
n toward.
its center. When winds teach 39 mph, the storm:

: p&}.ﬁs the prevailing winds in a spiral p

is classified as a tropical storm and is given a
‘name; when the winds reach 74 mph, the storm
s upgmdﬁd to -2 hurricane. Once the storm travels
over land, it rapidly dmmp&t@s
“anatomy of such 2 storm 1§ shown in the Figure.
‘These storms are huge, covering hundreds of
“square miles, and their severity 15 classified on the

Safﬁrf&mpwn ‘Hurricane Seale (Table 1
_Hurricane Elena was a class 111 hurricane, in-
- dicating that there were sustained winds from 111
“t0 130 mph, and a storm tidal s surge in the center

of the hurricane of nine to 12 ft. '

“Very few studies have aau@mpted e} pmdmt the
number of patients and the nature of their:com:-

plaints after a hurricane. Most studies have dealt”
with anecdotal d@:;cmpmm 5 problems with -

io mtzm amd mmmumaamon 710 and dx:ath
g

me iht: E:)t puttmEntal megenw Megdicing, %:rugm:g River Hogpiral (D)
iauegmwﬁ and M Bm<>m§ mu the Unwwsxw af Sourhern Msamszppa
Pasepvoula,
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Cmﬁgurmzcﬁ of hyrricang.

count: 142 Ove study addressed  emotional
response,t and am}thu alluded ro increased
numbers of cases of gastroenteritis, dysentery,

rheurmanc fever, and pneumonia after Hurricane.
David.in Dominica,t but the specific numbers of
patients and the time after the hurricane that they
wuqht treatment. were not documented.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
“We conducted a’retrospective amaimm of the
1343
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