CHAPTER V

Other means
of action

Even the most ambinous mine-clearance programs
spread over several years, so that whole populations are
condemned to live in polluted zones. Although mine
clearing operations are conducted in priority in areas
essential to the safety of the populadons and to econo-
mic development, warning the populations remains
the safest way to prevent accidents. The «cost-effi-
ciency» of awareness and education strategies may be
in some ways greater than that of mine-clearance itself.
Awareness and education approaches allow an involve-
ment of the populadons in measures devoted to thewr
own safety Humantarian orgamzations for emergency
intervention and development can partiipate at no risk
in this necessary mission. The same holds true for the
identficanon, surveying and marking of dangerous
zones.

1. WARNING OF THE
POPULATIONS EXPOSED
TO THE HAZARDS

OF ANTIPERSONNEL MINES

PUBLIC AWARENESS
AND INFORMATION

The purpose of this training is not to teach people how
to clear mines, to move mines or destroy them, Mine
awareness and education programs present a clear mes-
sage about the dangers of mines, encouraging a respect
for the lethal potential of the smallest explosive item.

THE BASIC SAFETY RULES
THAT SHOULD BE TAUGHT
TO THE POPULATION ARE AS FOLLOWS

- Beware of all suspicious items

- Never touch an explosive device or a suspicious item
- If you do find an item that could be an explosive
device, post a recognition sign nearby. It will help you
focate it again and warn the population.

- Warn the populadon, describe what kind of sign you
have posted to locate the site of your finding.

- Tell the authorites exactly what you have seen and
done.

- If an accident happens, keep calm, remember what

you have learned and take the appropriate safety mea-
sures.

The education should teach the audience to idennfy
potentially treacherous objects, and encourage the
adoption of appropriate attitudes and comportment
when encoutering a suspect object, when crossing an
anknown area or finding themselves 1n a mined area, or
when accidents happen. The messages should be
clearly presented and unambiguous, adapted to the
audience - farmers, women, children - and reflect as far
as possible the actual situation faced by those in the
audience on a daily basis.

The tuition should be associated with examunations to
assess the acquired knowledge; the easiest kind is the
quz:

- What happens when a mine explodes :

- What type of mine can be found in this area ?

- What are the main components of a mine * Where
are mmines usually located ?

- Do mines get less dangerous over ume ?

IMPLEMENTATION OF PUBLIC
AWARENESS PROGRAMS

Awareness pmﬁmm are usually developed in-a post-
war context, within the context of the return of the

if:mm;m OF moy ui populations to their original

netion 1s made berween local md
mal levels,
Local intervention: Within one geographic
Zone,  onhe Province, it
consists in-installing and
training ‘a netw m’& of
supervisors and awar
ness teaders, The tasks
of these leaders are as
follows:
o Teach the vil-
lage  popula-
tions and make
them  aware of
the problems of
mines and other
dangerous
devices by taking profit of local structures (churches,
health services, aewh{:«)is, agriculture, local administra-
HOM.)
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® Organize a «mine committee» within each vil-
lage, with the local authorities: one or several villa-
gers will be the referents of the awareness agents but
also of the populadons. This commuttee must pursue
the awareness-heightening job, indicate the dangerous
places both within and near the wiflage to newcomers,
gather informadon from the willagers who «discover»
mines or other suspictous 1tems, pass this information
on to the awareness agents, guarantee the quality and
mamntenance of tradidonal sign posting

e Gather information from local populations and

committees regarding the

location of known or suspec-

ted mines, and accidents cau-

sed by mines. This informa-

don will permit adaptaton of

the awareness messages to the

actual situation of the area. Tt

/ i | must be pronded to the struc-

e { | tres, organizations interve-

{l___4: ning or planning to intervene

I/ in the zone. It allows to com-

plete the mventory of mined

' % ‘ areas which usually only take

oy into account the major com-

munication lines and impor-

tant economnic locations. In this

Locatisation m;}w"?-*}” : manner, they contribute to

altering the prioriues in terms

of mine-clearance and take into account the needs of
the most vulnerable populations facing the danger.

e Co-ordinate the heightening of awareness of
mine-danger with mine-clearing operations: by
helping with the identification of zones to be cleared of
mnes 1n priotity for the benefit of the populatons, of
course, but also by adapting the messages to the respect
of marked zones, of zones not yet cleared. The popula-
uon should also be made aware of the complexity of the
implementation of mune-clearance.

® Pass on the information received in national and
international campaigns against mines by promo-
tng the taking a stand of the civilian population so that
it can actively influence 1ts governors, but also interna-
tional authorities to speed up the mine-clearance pro-
cess and, beyond that, the absolute ban on production,
storage and use of antupersonnel mines.

National intervention:

"The purpose 1s to support national structures in charge
of implementing and / or co-ordinating acdons devo-
ted to solving the problems of mines, within their man-
date to make the populatons aware of the risk of
casualties caused by mines.

"The programs of education for the preventon of acci-
dents caused by mines, although following the main
lines described above, are then estabhished on this level
according to the following criteria:

e Unconditional use of local networks established
for the circulation of national programs for education,

health, agriculture, carried out by administrations and
local NGO¥%.
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e Identification, co-ordination, uniformization of
locally-developed inidadves

@ Creation of a national training program for the
people led to partcipanng in the circulation of the pro-
gramme.

@ Mobilization of all means of communication:
media’s radios, arts... for mass diffusion of the messages
related to prevention of accidents.

o Treatment of the information gathered by local
networks of the mine-acton program, and uulizauon
of the information for planning nune-clearing opera-
tons.

e Co-ordination with the mine-action program
which has to take care of verifying and controlling the
registered mined sites, of posting signs in mined areas,
of clearing some areas the villagers regard as priorities.
The education program for the prevention of accidents
should then include messages about watching the signs
and the limitadons of mine-clearance. It should also
promote the necessary co-operadon between the villa-
gers and the mine-clearance agents.

. Waming the populatdon: Whichever the level of
interventon, two types of actions should be disungui-
shed, which, although they may be complementary, are
nonetheless different:

The objective of mass consciousness-raising is to
warn the populanon n general about the danger and
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problem of mines. Circulated by the media channels
locally present in the country (radio, newspapers, tele-
vision, theatre and mustcal bands, posters, flyers etc...),
this type of information allows to reach a maximum of
people in the country. It can take various forms depen-
ding on the messages which represent the basis of any
MAP (Mine Awareness Program). However, 1t may be
subject to uncontrolled
misinterpretation. If used
without proper judge-
ment, it may lead to a
magnification of the pro-
blem beyond the actual
facts.

As for education, it relies
on direct contact with the
populations of interest. It
permits adaptation of the
messages based on the
characteristics of the
beneficiaries and the
knowledge and image
they have about the risks
and dangers on the one hand, and on the actual situa-
tion n terms of mining in the zones of intervention on
the other hand. Educational support and mass
consciousness-raising then serve only as comple-
ments. Although education is more demanding in
terms of mobtlizanon of human resources, equip-
ment, financial means, it should still be given a grea-
ter importance for the populations in particularly
exposed areas.
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