Acknowledgement
The 1997 and 1998 World Disaster Reduction Campaigns and this report received the support of
the Department For International Development of the United Kingdom.

The IDNDR Secretariat thanks all those who contributed to the contents of this report.

Note

The designations employed and the presentation of the material in this publication do not imply the
expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of the United Nations concerning the legal status
of any country, territory, city or area, or of its authorities, or concerning the delimitation of its
frontiers or boundaries.

The photo on the front cover "Girs salvaging their ration cards " is by Azézur Rafim Pev of Bangladesh, winner of the
{998 IDNDR Internctiong Photo Contest.



Contents

AFRICA

ASIA

AUSTRALIA & THE PACIFIC STATES
AMERICAS & THE CARIBBEAN
EUROPE

INTERNATIONAL CELEBRATION
OF WORLD DISASTER REDUCTION DAY

INTERNET CONFERENCES

Philippines. grade schoalers campaigning on the street during the
chservance of the 1998 notural disgster conciousness week.

15
29
33

43

53
57



Message of the United Nations Secretary-General
on the occasion of the International Day for
Natural Disaster Reduction, October 8, 1997.

This year’s observance of the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction shines a
spotlight on the role of water in natural disasters.
Earthquakes, cyclones and velcanic eruptions
may be among the most dramatic natural
hazards, but water-related disasters - from floods
and drought to desertification - affect more
people and cause more damage. Indeed, with
the “El Nifio" phenomenon currently causing
both flooding in Peru and drought in Indonesia,
the focus on water is especially timely.

Floods are occurring more frequently than other
disasters, a trend attributable to many causes,
including deforestation and rapid development,
especially in urban areas. However, drought and
desertification are also on the nse. Drought 1s
also a leading killer, causing the deaths of a
reported 74,000 pecple in 1996.
Desertification affects one fourth of all the earth’s
land and more than one billion of the world’s
people, and costs US542 hillion each year in lost
productivity. Here, too, deforestation is a major
contributing factor. along with other poor land
use practices such as over-grazing, over-
cultivation and mismanagement of irngation.

The United Nations is fully engaged in efforts to
help countries cope with natural disasters and
incorporate disaster reduction and
preparedness into their overall development
plans. In 1989, as a spur to international action
and cooperation, the General Assembly
proctaimed the International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction (1990 - 2000). Throughout
the 1990’s, the United Nations conferences on
the environment, human settiements and other
issues stressed the links between disaster
reduction and sustainable development.

Since the World Conference for Natural Disaster
Reduction, held in 1994 in Yokohama, Japan,
many countries have adopted new laws and
national strategies for disaster reduction,
preparedness and mitigation. The United

Nations, for its part, has carried out disaster
management programmes in dozens of
countries, focusing on institution-building, early
warning, networking between institutions and
individuals, and the production and
dissemination of training matertals. When
disaster strikes, the Orgamzation arranges for
relief shipmenits, launches international appeals
for assistance and serves as a clearinghouse for
information about needs and consequences.

We face a paradox with water-related disasters:
too much water, and too little. Virtually every
country faces the prospect of both flood and
water shortage. Moreover, such disasters know
no borders; floods and droughts often affect
several countries at once,

The case for international cooperation is clear.
So is the humanitarian imperative: reducing the
loss of life, property damage, and economic and
social disruptions caused by natural disasters
and environmental emergencies. So let us
pledge, on the occasion of International Day for
Disaster Reduction 1997, to intensify our work
of promoting an ethos of disaster prevention in
order to build a safer world for the 21st century.



Secretary-General calls for sustained commitment
to safer world in message on 1998 Natural Disaster

Reduction Day.

NEW YORK - Following is the text of
Secretary-General Kofi Annan's message on
the occasion of the International Day for
Natural Disaster Reduction, observed this
year on 14 October:

Almost daily. we are reminded of the threat
of natural disasters. Sin¢ce the beginning of
the year, we have endured catastrophic
floods in Asia, deadly hurricanes in the
Americas and the serious consequences of El
Ninl on several continents. But, while we can-
not stop the forces of nature, we can and
must prevent them from turning into major
social and economic disasters.

Natural hazards capture the imagination, and
we tend to think of them in terms of the dra-
matic images we see on television, but the true
extend of their impact hes elsewhere. They pro-
foundly affect our efforts to achieve sustainable
development. By their powerful impact on the
supply of primary commodities, they disrupt
market stability, leading to tremendous
declines in national revenue In many develop-
ing countries, 5 per cent of gross national prod-
uct may be lost to natural disasters each year.
in the United States of America, damage
caused by natural hazards 15 estimated, on
average, to reach $ 1 billion per week.

We can no fonger afford, financially or social-
ly, to rely only on the expectations of relief
when disaster strikes. Preparedness mea-
sures for more efficient rescue operations will
remain necessary, but we must first turn
much greater attention to the introduction of
preventive strategies aimed at saving lives
and protecting assets before they are lost.
The programme for the International Decade
for Natural Disaster Reduction, adopted by
the General Assembly in 1989 and refined at
the World Conference on Disaster Reduction
in Yokchama in 1994, provides us with the
necessary guidelines for action.

Science and technology play a central role in
reducing the economic and social conse-

quences of natural hazards. This year’s abser-
vance of the International Day highlights the
importance of information In communicating
these technical abilities and in sharing practi-
cal experiences to make communities safer.
As more and more countries incorporate dis-
aster prevention policies into national devel-
opment plans, they are focusing on the value
of improved risk assessments and timely and
effective early warning, as well as trying to
enlist the help of educators, non-governmen-
tal organizations, civil society institutions and
private sector enterprises, such as insurance
companies. Agencies of the United Nations
system, such as the World Meteorological
Organization, the United Nations Educa-
tional, Scientific and Cultural Organization
{UNESCO) and the World Bank, have been
particularly active in contributing their tech-
nical expertise to this cause.

Prevention begins with information. On this
Internationat Day for Natural Disaster
Reduction, | wish to encourage the widest
possible partnership. communication and
exchange of information among all groups of
society and all nations to ensure a sustained
commitment to a safer world, a world more
resilient to the impact of natural hazards and
disasters
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ALGERIA

The National Committee for the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
organised for the International Day for Natural
Disaster Prevention, on 14 Qctober 1998, at
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, a work day to
which more than 100 persons participated. The
participants came from the National Committee,
several Ministerial Departments, specialised
agencies, NGOs and the Media.
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The theme was:
= role of the media and natural disaster prevention
= prevention starts with information.

Members of the media attending the meetings
were very interested by the topic and they later
produced numercus newspaper articles and
radio/television programmes on the subjects
discussed.

The National Committee brought together
professionals in natural disaster reduction,
specialists from mecdia and communication and
representatives of civilian bodies through the
non-governmental organisations.

The Day's events featured a series of
presentations addressing the major risks
(earthquakes, floods, technological disasters) to
which Algeria is exposed; a description of the
present insurance coverage of major risks and
prospects of improvement in this area; the
pedagogical role of the Civil Protection and of
risk prevention in schools, and the role of the
media in promoting knowledge and information
on the prevention of the worst effects of natural
disasters.

= On the subject of seismic risk, the Director of
Centre National de Recherche appliquée en
Génie Parasismique {CGS) underlined the need
for further studies on the vulnerability of socio-
economic infrastructure. He also cailed for an
exhaustive cartography of areas exposed to
seismic activity.

= The representative of the National Agency for
Water Resources [ANRH) also called for an
improved cartography and the setting up of a
system of prevention and alert. He stated that
each year a great deal of damage was caused
by exceptional meteorological conditions.

= The Director General of Civil Protection talked

about the importance of familiarising school
children in methods of first aid and safety
measures in time of crisis.
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» A professor of the University of Bab Ezzouar
explained the sophisticated technology
astablished to protect the transmediterranean
gazoducts (GPL) from fire and accident but
noted that a severe earthquake could
nevertheless damage the installations.

= Finally, the Director of the revue “Symbiocse”
and professors of the Institute of the Science of
Information and Communications (I1SIC)
stressed the important role of journalists in
the dissemination of information on the
prevention of natural disasters. They agreed
that new methods of communication should
be sought to encourage members of the media
to work closely with experts so as to better
inform the public.

In the debate which followed the discussions it
was suggested by journalists present that special

newspaper columns, and radio and television
pragrammes should be created to examine and
explain all aspects of natural disaster prevention.
To end this very interesting day the following
recommendations were adopted:

» To encourage knowledge within the written
media by introducing a specialised course at-
the Institute of Information and
Communication Sciences on how to run an
awareness and prevention campaign,

» To associate the media in promoting measures
to prevent disasters,

» To create a reserved space in the insurance
newsletter,

» To integrate protection against disasters in
regional development and town building,

= To run a media campaign for the Decade and
ensure that the work already started will be
carried on beyond the year 2000,

= To put together permanent structures to follow
the work accomplished during the Decade.
These structures should address the issues
coming with the next Millenium when disasters
may be even more severe and complex.

BOTSWANA

This country has established a National Disaster
Management Office (NDMQ) in the capital city of
Gaborone.
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Placed under the direction of Ms V.D. Mogwe,
this office became functional on 1 August 1998.
One of the pnmary interests of the Gaborone
office will be to establish a network process with
the IDNDR Secretariat, in Geneva, and other
Disaster Management Organisations world-
wide.

BURKINA FASO

A National Organisational Committee was putin
place to organise activities for World Disaster
Reduction Day in 1997. The Committee
included representatives from the government,
UNDP, the Red Cross, and the District of
Boulmiougou. A press kit, documentaries.
articles, and publicity spots were produced for
the Day On the Day a sketch entitled “Stop
Disasters” was presented by the theatre group
Atelier Théatrale Burkinabé to highlight the role
and responsibilities that individuals and
communities have in the prevention and
management of natural disasters.

On 13 and 14 October 1998, a workshop on
the prevention of natural disasters was held in
the conference room of the Liptako Gourma
Integrated Development Authority.

Under the theme “Media and Natural
Catastrophes Prevention — Prevention starts
with Information”, the workshop aimed at:

» Informing media persons on the various
emergency situations, particularly those
concerning Burkina Faso:;

= identifying strategic targets, supports and
messages to be used within the framework of
disaster management by the media,

» reminding people of the objectives of the
IDNDR;

» encouraging a culture of prevention.

To attain these objectives, a national
organisation committee was named under the
supervision of the National Emergency Response
and Rehabilitation {CONASUR).

The official opening ceremony was presided by
the Minister of Social Action and Family. The
directors and chiefs of the central services of the
ministry as well as representatives from the UNDP,
CINU, HCR ana CONASUR were also present.

The ceremony included two speeches: Mr.
[noussa Barry, Permanent Secretary of the
CONASUR underlined the growing importance
of catastrophes, their complexity, their frequency
and their impact on the environment. Mrs. Bana
Ouandaogo, Minister for Social Action and
Family. linked the consequences of catastrophes
on the cereal shortfall. The Minister then
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underhned the importance of the workshop and

expected results.

= understanding concepts related o emergencies,

= fypes of emergencies and response;

= role of the media:

» identification of supports and messages;

n creation and activation of a communication
network. -

The Minister then proceeded with the official
launch of the booklet (written in the three official
languages: mooré, dioula and fulfudé) of which
5,000 copies were printed. Acknowledging that
prevention means that populations know about
the risk zones, and understanding the difficulties
that media encounter in accessing information,
the workshop recommended in its conclusions:

w that greater attention be given to the
identification of risk zones and pubhic
awareness, through the media and other
means of communication

= that the political and administrative authorities
facilitate media access to information.

In Quagadougou, the International Day was
celebrated on 14 October, 1998, together with
journalists. communicators and the Information
Centre of the United Nations (UNIC).

The National Organisation Committee had given
permission for tee-shirts to be made bearing the
IDNDR logo, and these made an attractive
addition to the Day

The Day's first target was to associate the
country’s media to the promotion activities in
natural disaster reduction. The Day's activities
ended by a volleyball game between the Tax &
Revenue Directorate Team and the Media Team
Final score 3 — 2 for the Taxes...because of bad
communication in the Media Team!

CHAD

fn 1998, this country celebrated World Disaster
Reduction Day in N'Djamena with the
distribution of press kits to the media.

There were special radio programmes, videos

- and IDNDR posters on display to attract the

interest of the population.

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO
(EX-ZAIRE)

The National Programme for Prevention,
Struggle and Humanitarian Assistance to the
Victims of Natural Disaster - PRONAPLUCAN —
organised a one-month campaign from 15
September -15 October 1997. This campaign
was to heighten public awareness on methods of
preventing natural disasters from turning into
national catastrophes. A film was shown and a
debate held in the Metecrology section of the
Institut Supérieur de Techniques Appliquées, in
Ndolo.

PRONAPLUCAN, together with a women’s
development support group and a United Nations
women’s club, visited a community which had
been relocated due to flooding in 1990 The UN
women's club made a donation of farming tocls.

The highlight of this month long campaign was
the announcement by the Ministry of Interior
that a commission was to be created, within the
Ministry, to provide a legal framework for
disaster management.



EGYPT

In 1997, a symposium was organised under the
auspices of the Minister for Higher Educatior,
the State Minister for Scientific Research and
the Governor of the New Valley Province,
Sponsors of this event were, among others,
Academy of Scientific Research and Technology
{ASRT} and the University of Assuit. The subjects
under discussion included the loss of arabie soil,
shifting sand dunes and desertification

The symposium was held at the ASRT's centre in
Kharga, New Valley. In addition to scientific
exchanges, it emphasised the necessity of
increasing public awareness and involving the
media.

The Academy and the Red Sea Governorate are
funding a project to find the ways and means to
protect the Governorate of flash floods and make
use of their waters.

ETHIOPIA

Information on water and disaster prevention
was provided to the general public through an
article adapted from the World Meteorological
Qrganization, published in the Disaster
Prevention and Preparedness Commission’s
(DPPC) News in September 1997.

For further information contact:

Mr. Yibrah Hagos

Policy, Plan and Programme Department
Disaster Prevention and Preparedness Commission
The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia,

P Q. Box 5686, Addis Ababa

Tel: (251-1)51 30 11

Fax.(251-1)51 47 88

GHANA

The National Disaster Management
Organisation (NADMO), in Accra, has since its
establishmentin 1997, been creating awareness
of disaster prevention and mitigation among
citizens of the country.

NADMO commemorated the World Disaster
Reduction Day, in October 1997, with one week
of activities including a durbar of chiefs and
people, symposia, workshops nation-wide, and
the inauguration of the National Technical Sub-
committees on Natural Disasters. Popular
activities to publicise the day included radio and
TV discussions in all main national languages,
an itinerant photo exhibition, public meetings
and video shows and lectures for secondary
schools and emergency services.

1997 was the first year that Ghana celebrated
the International Disaster Reduction Day on a
national basis and with the participation of
various governmental assemblies, the National
Disaster Management Orgarnisation, and the
Hazard and Emergency Society of Ghana
{HESOG]. The 1997 Programme paved the way
for the National Disaster Management
Organisation to be introduced to the people of
Chana and the international community

The 1998 programme of activities to mark the
Day was heid from 6 - 14 October, These
activities included a press conference by the Co-
ordinator. NADMO, a television discussion on
disaster management on 8 QOctober-and a
serminar on disaster management for the media
on 8-9 October. Also, a simulation excercice took
place with the collaboration of the fire service.
IDNDR messages on disaster reduction were
read in the Mosques on 9 October and in
Churches on 11 October
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On the 13th, a statement on disaster
management was delivered by the Vice
President of Ghana, H.E. Prof. J. E. A. Mills and
the UN Secretary General's message was read by
the UN Resident Representative, Mr Abdoulie
Janneh.

In the context of the Campaign, the Minister of
Interior and Health, the National Co-ordinator
of NADMO, Members of the National Epidemics
Sub-Committee visited the cholera infested area
in the Dangme East District, in Greater Accra
Region. The association of nurses took part in
the celebrations.

For further information contact:

Dr. van Landewijk,

President Hazard and Emergency Society of Ghana
P.O. Box C. 1538 Cantonments

Accra, Ghana

Tel: 233 /27 540 263

Fax:77 2093

KENYA

Material provided by IDNDR proved very
popular in Nairobi.

An article in the Weekly Review dated 23 October
1998 called for greater preventive measures
against natural disasters to be taken by all levels
of society. A higher awareness of hazards was
also seen to be necessary. The journal stated
that the media could contribute by publishing
pertinent information on the subject.

MADAGASCAR

Various activities were carried out, on the island,
on the occasion of the 1998 World Disaster
Reduction Day. UNDP reported that the two
days of activity to mark the Day were very well
received by the public, the media, the
Government and the NGOs, The meetings held
allowed the principal actors, in case of disaster,
to get to know each other better. Posters were
displayed and the media attended each event
with interest. A workshop on the theme
“Prevention begins with information” took place
in Antananarivo on 14 Qctober.



NIGERIA

Until 1996, the Federal Environmental
Protection Agency (FEPA) was the focal point of
IDNDR activities. In 1997, a rejuvenated
National Emergency Relief Agency (NERA] took
the initiative and reclaimed its function of
Disaster and Crisis Management in Nigeria and
has since then been the focal point of IDNDR
activities in Nigena.

In 1997, NERA celebrated the Internation
al Day by undertaking such activities as a
campaign lecture on the theme “Reducing the
Social and Economic impact of Floods and
Drought n Nigeria,” with the participation of
business, government and environmental
community representatives. NERA plans to
follow up with periodic seminars and lectures.
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"PUBLIC INFORMATION CHECK LIST"

ISSUED BY THE NATIONAL EMERGENCY
RELIEF AGENGY:
WORLD DISASTER DAY,
WEDNESDAY, 8 OCTOBER, 1997

ABUJA - NIGERIA
1997

REPUBLIC OF CONGO (BRAZZAVILLE)

A letter received from the office of the Resident
Co-ordinator for the Operational Activities of the
UN System in Brazzavilie, said that in 1998
communication students, from the Department
of Sciences and Communication Studies of
Marien Ngouabi, were encouraged to write
articles on natural hazards, disasters and natural
disaster prevention measures in their country.

Two interesting feedbacks were received. One
story came from Mr.Gur Milandou Mouanga. a
student preparing his master in journalism, and
dealt with, “Floods in the Congo: What are the
prevention measures?” The second article, from
Guy Serge de Mouandza, dealt with the following
theme:

“What are the measures to prevent natural
disasters in Congo?" His article underlines the
fundamental difficulty of providing adequate
information since the sources are hidden or non-
existent, and concludes that the Department of
Sciences and Communication Techniques of the
Marien Ngouabi University in Brazzaville shouid
be entrusted with the setting up of a
communication and awareness programme
aimed at the population at risk.

RWANDA

in 1998, the UNDP Country Programme Qfficer,
responsible for the Disaster Management
Training Programme (DMTP], in Kigali,
organised an awareness campaign on natural
disaster prevention.



SOUTH AFRICA

The Disaster Management Training Programme
(DMTP}, in Pretoria, organised a full programme
of activities tc celebrate 1998 IDNDR Day
These included.

= Reproduction of the IDNDR poster and
distribution to the nine provinces throughout
the country.

= Production of a safety kit for fire prevention
distributed to communities vulnerable to fires.
This was accompanied by a demonstration of
its use.

» Production of pamphiets on Fires, Drought,
Floods, Storms and Lightning.

= Translation of pamphlets to the different local
languages.

» |nvolvement of emergency services and
Disaster Management personnel in various
activities around the provinces

» Distribution of matenal to schools

a Press Conferences with the Minister for
Constitutional development and Water Affairs.

= Community gatherings addressed by Deputy
President, Thabo Mbeki.

» Radio Broadcast.

» TV Broadcast and a talk show.



ist prize in the second category of the 1998 photo contest went to Monowar
Hossain Akhand showing an evacuation exercise m Bangladesn



