


AUSTRALIA

In 1997, the Australian IDNDR Co-crdination
Committee sponsored a one-day risk-
management seminar and issued a press release
for the Day Drought is Australia’s costliest
natural hazard in economic terms, but floods can
aiso be severe. In 1990 floods covered more
than a million square kilometres of eastern
Australia and caused about Aus $415 million
damage.

Mr Alan Hodges, Director General of Emergancy
Management, Australia said: “Insurance pay-
outs reflect only a small percentage of the total
damage bill for floods because insurance is not
avallable for domestic properties”. Internet sites,
where more extensive information couid be
obtained, proved popular.

NEW ZEALAND

Activities included a news release 1ssued by the
weather service to all media

Mr. Bob McDavitt
“Weather Ambassador”
E-mail: Mcd@cybernet.co.nz

REPUBLIC OF PALAU

The Republic’s celebration of World Disaster
Reduction Day, on 14 October 1898, was a
significant success in terms of expiaining to the
population the need to be aware of potential
disasters capable of striking at any given moment,

According to Hazime Telei, Coordinator, National
Emergency Management Office. “The

Republic was successful tn imparting this year’s
disaster message, which involved the enlistment
of the media as working partners in promoting
natural disaster prevention mea;ures".

The Vice-President of the Republic, Tommy E.
Remengesau, Jr, created a National Disaster
Reduction Day Committee, which had the
responsibilities of planning activities that would
bring attention to the primary topic. Adds
Hazime Telei, “1998's theme greatly influenced
the composition of the committee, which
included primarily representatives from the
media such as newspapers, cable television, AM
and FM radio stations and, of course, the
National Emergency Management Office”. The
committee, recognising the limitation on funding
for this event, limited the focus of its planning to
citizen awareness.

Within this context, activities were narrowed
down to the following carefully planned and
executed components: viewing of disaster films,
radio talk shows, distribution of typhoon safety
tips brochures and speech contest.

The speech contest targeting public and private
elementary school student was the primary
event organised on 14 October.

QOut of 19 elementary schools in the country, 14
schools were represented in the speech contest.
Winning contestants and their schools were
awarded with prizes and certificates from the
Vice-President of the Republic.
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Koshiba wins Disaster
speech contest

Disaster Day deciared
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TONGA

In 1998, the Tonga Red Cross Sociaty organised
a full programme of events to promote disaster
awareness and prevention. Red Cross youth
worked on read crossings for school children
throughout the day, and were highly visible in
their Red Cross bibs.

A B-roll was shown featuring Mr. Philippe Boullg,
Director of the IDNDR Secretariat, as well as
footage on disaster prevention shelters in
Bangfadesh.

Press kits were distributed and a video
programme on disaster awareness produced by
the Tonga Broadcasting Commission was
broadcast.
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ARGENTINA

n 1998, a workshop-seminar on The Role of
Social Communications in the Media: Their role
in the Disaster Situations, was held in August. It
was sponsored by the Alumni Centre of the
school of National Defence.

World Disaster Reduction Day joined up with
Inter-American Water to form a Water Week from
3 - 10 October. 40 corganisations sponsored
dozens of events and activities, including the
distribution of leaflets to 20,000 househoids,
touching some 200,000 people. The campaign
covered a period of four months,

Two workshops were organised and a seminar
held on Risk Reduction. From these events the
following suggestions were made to improve
planning of the Day in future years:

sinclude the Day in school agendas

reproduce posters locally

maintain a website

» encourage earlier availability of resource
material for longer exposure

= disseminate calendar of activities

BOLIVIA

The UNDP Resident Coordinator hosted a
breakfast and a workshop on natural disaster
prevention for 50 senior policy and decision-
makers. Key contacts were established between
relevant ministries and NGOs during the breakfast
to improve coordination in the event of a
catastrophy. A Pan American Health Organization
(PAHQ) video was shown on the 1993 floods in
Bolivia's Beni region, caused by El Nifio.

UNDP Country Office

Tel: (591-2) 362-646

Fax: (591-2) 391-296

Emall: mpsalas@isis.pnud.bo

BRITISH VIRGIN ISLANDS

in 1997 the Montserrat volcano forced many
people to leave their 1sland and some of them
sought shelter in the British Virgin Islands. The
BVI community raised funds to assist them. From
& - 10 October, radio programmes publicised
the Day. A radio quiz on station ZBVI, and a
panel discussion on ZBVI['s Speak Out were
broadcast.

A supplement was printed in both BVI
newspapers. A Multi-Hazard Contingency
Planning Training course was organised by the
BV Office of Disaster Preparedness in
conjunction with the Ministry of Education.

The 3-day course was held between 7-10

October 1998 and was attended by the 15

teachers from around the Territory.

Recommendations of participants were:

= That the establishment of contingency planning in
schools cannot only be the responsibility of
teachers,
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= More Multi-Hazard Contingency and other
Training Courses must be planned.

= A nation-wide programme must be developed
for the implementation of contingency planning.

IDNDR DAY 1998 - 14 OCTOBER 1998

Message from the Chairman of the NEAC
“Prevention Begins with Information”

#NEAC NEWS g

TDNDR DAY 1334 - 34 Ccanbr, 1998
Message From the
Chairman of tha NEAC
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CANADA

In 1998, a special World Disaster Reduction Day
event was convened by the iDNDR National
Committee for Canada and discussions were held
with groups that included participation by teachers,
psychologists, and natural chsaster experts They
met in a schoo! located in an area of western
Canada that had suffered from floods. The Director
of the IDNDR Secretariat, Mr. Philippe Boulle,

participated in the awards ceremany, when special
certificates were presented to students.

On 14 October, the Canadian National
Committee-International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction (CNC-IDNDR) marked the
1998 World Disaster Reduction campaign with a
breakfast meeting of Members of Parliament,
media and key individuals in the emergency
preparedness community.

Over 50 people attended the breakfast, which was
held at the National Press Club in Ottawa on the
1998 Campaign theme. The aim was two-fold: to
focus on efforts to create a national programme
and supporting strategy to reduce the devastating
effects of natural disasters in Canada and to
encourage the media as working partners in
prometing natural disaster prevention measures.

Speakers at the event were:

» Jean-Pierre Wallot, President Royal Society of
Canada (Welcoming remarks)

= Alain Davenport, chair, CNC-IDNDR, and
representing the Canadian Academy of
Engineering (CNC Initiatives beyond the
Decade)

» André Tremblay, Acting executive Director,
Emergency Preparedness Canada (the need for
a Natural Disaster Mitigation Programme for
Canada)

» John Stone, Director General, Policy,
Programme and International Affairs.
Atmospheric Environment Service,
Environment Canada [Global Change and
Natural Disaster Mitigation}

» Richard Haworth, Director General,
Sedimentary and Marine Geo-science Branch,
Geological Survey of Canada, Natural
Resources Canada (The impact of climate
change)
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Storms: National conference
on disasters set for December

aHeat on Th caunerv™ asld Mr Ko
vact Wiulé e 4 t6 mredisent an
tar noly showt tmo per whaa 10 do he s0d tharo »aa broad
<rat of gil insurznce clams wd Mr  comensun swong workshop pactics

Fgirt hat dow caet o i utat avestmenitare ﬁﬂkﬂjr

Cantigued Broge page AL Affare
- Historically, westher-rainced clams

e
arwrwly wewalthiet tia & bk ¢ 10 et cent.
Mr Kovacs 1 westhersrlaied
ciaime *are not brg enough ver that
Deflcrt seauc- e b Baa 1 oLy /DO 3 I ne 050
af mwrance ” but warped that 1hat

The surance weortied ot atiiople, the reburmssct sy
MMH&MMMIMM: sz spend 1 3 mullion & pewr for tha
fox C: 2a% three yeard 1o divent eittoris
-pmnmm.nd:. o thu pear mnmmm-nplm sy (rom Calgary uung cloud-res
1a Clsmate chenge. “There s paages-  wars to reduce the loa ol Ivl'- and ine techniaues Asnresull be saad

Anék properly cawked Dy kereTe was e uned Ty sk Calgary
ud lunw-udwn

wenthar than co-oporalion wuh Imemgency  The :onulutmvnﬂﬂlmmlln.n
we wren.” ok Mg Kot n..,,.-.u.mc.-.‘.. the inatiiuie 2 aatsamal canierance
hehohdivg  Dec 3. st which . reuite of the
vearhhup sl b reportel 19 Fedetal
30 prosincusl mamsters. Emergemy
thishininiiy mv(ﬂmuu:n i Prepavedne expetoed 40

Mr Kovecs sad (s rrcsamenrs
£an ne very com oifectre A smau -
restment sy L It m{m

verment in
tmmnmu.wr spilemga ape

oy with
Toment, 1he

-pnnd-: of extreme e wn the ad eenben do.-)-' fra kip  he n«-l >
-r“ 1| 't lemlcn o a mq-\x L] o LRl L] bt
| i hy milsgaer nanurs i ealn - the bamge catred b

» Paul Kovacs, Executive Director, Institute for
Catastrophic Loss Reduction, Insurance
Bureau of Canada (Acting before the disaster)

» Kathryn White, President, Black and White
Communications Inc. (Building Partnerships.
Youth, Media, and Industry)

Following the breakfast meeting, CNC-IDNDR
member Kathryn White and her Risk & Society
Project hosted a roundtabie on The Media and
Public Trust. This Roundtable hrought together a
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select group of specialists in news management,
jeurnalism, NGOQs, and industry to discuss the
role of the media in natural disaster. The group
examined lessons learned, case studies and best
practices from recent research.

Participants underlined the increasing severity
of natural disasters and the changes in the
weather: higher heat in summer, coider days In
winter and more violent winter storms and their
impact on the sea level, the permafrost, ground
water and of course on agriculture and
infrastructure.

COLUMBIA

A 15-second public awareness announce-
ment concerning water was broadcast at var-
ious times of the day over national television
from Qctober to December 1997. A video
entitied “Let’s Prevent Floods™ was sent to 32
regional disaster prevention and education
committees for broadcast in all municipali-
ties. 10,000 educational fiyers, “Calltarin el
Arroyo Feliz y Mi Amiga el Agua”, were print-
ed and distributed to the regional commit-
tees for local distribution to institutions, com-
munity and educational authorities.

"La prevencion es una Responsabilidad de
Todos” of the municipality of Medellin organ-
ised a seminar on 11 October 1998 on the
Prevention of Natural Disasters with 4 main
themes:

= The seismic risks in cities and seismic micro-
Zoning projects,

= Communications resources for the prevention
of disasters,

= Social networks in prevention of disasters,

s intervention in the case of emergencies.



Mr. Gregeoria Marulanda Brito

Director General National Directory for
Disaster Prevention and “ATENCION"
Calle 26 No. 13-19 PISO 26

Santafe de Bogota, D.C.

Tel 283-4966

Fax: 286-0485

COSTA RICA

in 1998, 14 NGOs and government
institutions conducted an all-day fair in San
Jose’s Central Park. Primary and secondary
schools watched demonstrations on disaster
preparedness and all the events were well
covered by the media

Civil protection professionals chose a school in
San Jose as a site for a publicised emergency
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drill. The Ministry of Public Education has
included emergency evacuation drills in public
school curricula since 1951,

The National Emergency Commission organised:

= A National Seminar on Journalism and Disasters

= A workshop in the Nicoya Peninsula on
Information and Vulnerability.

= A national information campaign.

A weekly programme will now be broadcast on
National Radio and Channel 13 will broadcast
spots about disasters prevention and response.

For more information contact:
National Emergency Commissicn
Tel: (5086) 220-2064
cnemerens.caspares.go.cr

CUBA

Architecture students attended lectures on disaster
management, hazards, vulnerability and disaster
reduction planning. The first National Workshop
for Disaster Reduction Engineering and
Archrtecture was scheduled for October 1898.

Civil Defence
Fax: (53-7) 332-780 or PREMIDES
Email: llanes@cecat.ispjae.edu.cu

ECUADOR

A seminar was organised by the IDNDR
Secretariat, Ecuador's National Civil Defence
Directorate and the Pan American Health
Organisation {(PAHQ)} between 29 September
and 1 October 1998 in Quito



The objectives of the seminar were to promote
the dissemination of preventive messages,
encourage the exchange of experiences, and
define which tools can help journalists and cther
social communicators understand and convey
the importance of disaster reduction.

Subjects on the agenda included:

= duty of experts, authorities and others In
ensunng that information about risks 1s passed
on to the general public,

s role of a “communicator” as a bridge. able to
synthesise information and present it to the
public so it is easily understood, without
distortion of its technological contents,

= population must be made aware of the risks
threatening them, particularly in the area
where they live,

» need to establish communication strategies,
from the top to bottom and vice versa, but also
horizontally, in case of disaster, including
warnings and urgent communication.
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Conclusions:

» agree to determine strategies that will
incorporate the theme of prevention within the
contents of the media

» agree to determine communication strategies
to prevent disasters.

= agree to establish permanent relationships
between ail concerned parties engaged in
coliective communication.

A major newspaper, El Comercio, published a
series of preventive articles after the seminar.

“Prevention starts with information, and
communication for prevention is a complex
process that requires united action from many
professionals from many disciplines, where the
media professionals are the axis of union. A
regional workshop was held in Quito Social
Communication in Disaster Prevention from 29
September to 1 October 1998, with the aim to
promote regional and national actions to improve
the information flow to the population. .”

Extracts from a note of the Civil Defence in Ecuador

EL SALVADOR

Aweek long programme of events were organised
to mark the week of 12-16 October 1998,

These included:

= A first response course in case of incidents with
dangerous substances (technological
disasters).

» Press Conference on IDNDR.

= Panel Forum on Communication and Disaster
Reduction.

» A traning session for supertor officers of the
Armed Forces of E| Salvador on disaster
reduction.

= Panel Forum on “Disaster preparedness begins
with communication”.



» Cinema Forum on “TWISTE" early warning
systems.

w The delivery of medal of honour of Civil
Protection to cutstanding Salvadorians within
the National Emergency System.

HONDURAS

The city of Choluteca was selected as the 1997
Campaign headquarters in order to promote
greater awareness of disaster prevention outside
the capital city. The Inter-Institutional Technical
Group for the International Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction affiliated with the Permanent
Emergency Committee (COPECQO), organised
activities including a parade. lectures.
demonstrations of rescue equipment and
techniques, cultural activities and a press
conference,

JAMAICA

In 1997, a one week awareness programme was
held, with traming sessions and presentations in
different locations around the country. A radio
interview with Helena Molin Valdes, IDNDR's
Regional Officer, was heard on one of the most
popular morning talk shows. Flyers emphasising
the problem of drought were distributed through
a daily newspaper.

MEXICO

in celebration of the International Day in 1997,
the National Civil Protection issued a special set
of lottery tickets which ncluded important
information on disaster preparedness.

Mexico broadcast a national message
throughout the country in order to explain and
emphasize the importance of disaster
prevention. The Mexican Red Cross produced
an emergency information wall chart.

NICARAGUA

The Nicaragua Civil Defence Directorate
appointed a special committee to plan and carry
out activities related to World Disaster
Reduction Day. Among those involved in the
activities were the Ministry of Public Works and
Transport, NGOs; the Nicaraguan [nstitute for
Territonial Studies (INETER) and the Ministry of
Education.

There were demonstrations and discussions with
the National Red Cross, and the fire brigade gave
fire fighting demonstrations. Moreover, there
were earthquake simuiation exercices In schools.
The 1997 World Disaster Reduction Day on 8
October marked the 25% anniversary of the
1972 earthquake.

PANAMA

In 1997, a series of lectures and seminars were
organised by government and the private sector;
students competed in a public speaking contest
on disaster reduction as part of a plan for civil
protection in schools. All activities were widely
covered by the media.



A private bank [DISA) financed the publication of
a book, “Civil Protection: Manual for Disasters.”
A special set of national lottery tickets was
printed to commemorate World Disaster
Reduction Day, which was [aunched at an
exhibition prepared by the Civil Protection. In
-October 1998 the Civil Protection hosted a
conference on the role of the Media in Civil
Protection.

PARAGUAY

The Day in 1998 was celebrated with no less
than two weeks of events organised by the
municipality of Asuncion, the universities, UNDP
{supported by IDNDR} and the Union of
Journalists.

The main activities were:

= Photo exhibit on “Emergency and Disaster
situations in Paraguay”.

s Seminar/Workshop over two days on
Pravention Begins with Information.

» Roundtable on “the Role of Social Commu-
nication and Reduction of Disaster of Impact”,
hosted by UNDP.

= Public participation in the IDNDR Internet
Conference. Open House at UNDP, as most
people and institutions in Paraguay have no
access to Internet. UNDP had open house so
that people could review the Website of
IDNDR/ Quipunet.

m Public Conference Speech on “Citizen
Participation in Emergencies”.

» Discussion at the UN information centre on the
topic of emergencies and disaster reduction,

Among the Participants:

Municipalities from the capital, Voluntary Firemen,
Magazines, University Students, Various
Institutions [{Committee for National Emergency,
DIBEN, Civil Defence of San Carlos — Brazil,
Journalists Unions of Paraguay) local radios

(Trinidad and San Pablo, Pastoral Social)
Hydrological and Meteorological Departments of
the National Defence, Interdisciplinary Centre of
Social Law, Economny and Political Studies Peace
Corps, Local Emergencies Organisations, Local
Committees of the most threatened zones.

Some conclusions:

» Creation of a single information system for the
prevention of disasters and mass media.

= Creation of a follow up committee that will hold
its first meeting after 14 October The
Municipality of Asuncion will organise this. The
National Directorate for Charity has offered its
human resources.

= Empowerment of concerned media and social
agents, at the national and regional level.

= introduction of a course in the Commu-
nication Sciences Degree curriculum dealing
with the subject of prevention and mitigation
of disasters.

a1 Promotion of knowledge and information
exchange through seminars, workshops and
access to Internet

PERU

Serninars and roundtables were organised in
different parts of the country in 1998, The recent
impact of El Nific on Peru served as a case study
to review how campaigns and media contributed
to mitigate the disaster



TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO

An Emergency Planning and Management
Workshop for Industrial Disasters was held from
October 8-10, 1997, in Port of Spain. A book
was produced illustrating how heavy industry
can be a partner in natural disaster
management.

This is an extract:

“Trinidad and Tobage. an island state. may not have
anuclear reactor but it does have world-scale heavy
industry, inevitably near the sea, where gases,
chemicals, minerals and ores are processed.”

The workshop was convened by the National
Emergency Management Agency and the Pan-
American Health Organisation/World Health
Organisation, with the University of the West Indies
Centre for Environmental Studies, and the United
Nations Development Programme. It produced a
large, handy collection of the participants’ own
emergency planning documents and shop-floor
emergency notices. Governmert can take a leading
role in ensuring that industry invests in high safety
standards and deveiops effective and rapid
emergency response.

“Our way to deal with the situation is to bring the
emergency plans outin the open and set up lines of
commumnication between those in power, and those
who hold the purse strings.” Brig. Joseph
Theodore, Minister of National Security, Republic
of Trinidad and Tobago.

Industry can reinforce its storage tanks and drill its
fire brigades, but it cannot control nature,
according to Col. Mahendra Mathur. “No matter
how good a mutigation and response plan an
industry has, there is always a possibility of a
natural disaster or human error triggering
technological disaster”

Disaster reduction does not end at the plant
walls:

“The plan also provides for the co-ordination
between the company and external agencies for
the further protection of our employees and
property, as well as that of the surrounding
community and environment.”

Extract from- Emergency Management Plan

UNITED STATES

In 1997, the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) prepared and disseminated an
information package and a press release on the
theme of the Campaign . The US education effort
was particularly focused on flooding, droughts,
hurricanes, severe storms, landslides, mudflows,
wildfires and tsunamuis. The 1998 Campaign
theme was targeted at schools Also onlé4
QOctober 1998, the University of North Texas
organized a roundtable on Media and Disaster
Prevention.

For more information contact:

Holly Harrington

Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA)
Intérnet page on International Disaster
Reduction Day:

http:/www fema gov/nwz97/wdzday.htm
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European Floods in 1997
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