


ARMENIA

The Armenian Natianal Survey of Seismic
Protection produced a booklet for children on
earthquakes, in cocperation with UNICEF, and
launched it on & October 1997 This booklet
was inspired from Learning About Natural
Disasters, produced by the IDNDR Secretariat
far the 1995 World Disaster Reduction

Campaign,

BULGARIA

Ar least four television and radio programmes
focused on IDNDR and articles were published
on the subject of prevention of natural disasters,
Buigarian National Radic ran a two-hour
programme on the 1997 water theme on 8
October. This was very effective as listeners could
‘phone-in” and talk to civil protection authorities,

In 1997 two agreeaments to co-operate more
closely were signed between the Ciwil Protection
department and companies responsible for
managing dam and irrigation systems,

Flood pratection exercises in May 1997 resulted
in up-dated planning. In November, the Fourth
Matignal Conference on Science Support for
Disaster Prevention took place and included
discussions on water-related hazards.

In 19G8, the Bulgarian National Crisis PR
Organisation participated in both the UN World
Disaster Reduction Campaign and in the Internet
Conference as part of their own Crisis
Management Programme.

http /iwww.bg400 bgivev25_06/ndex htm

CZECH REPUBLIC

At the beginning of 1997, IDNDR was not
represented in this country but flooding in
Moravia in July triggered the creation of the
Czech National IDNDR Committee. A
symposium was held at the ASRT's centre in
Kharga, New Valley, In addition to scientific
exchanges, it emphasised the necessity of
increasing public awareness and involving the
media.

The floods which inundated the Czech Republic
in 1997 highlighted the role of the media in
natural disasters 2nd gave the authorites, the
public (and the press itself} an interesting
insight into the media's capacity to perform in
such events,

The 1998 theme "the Role of the Media in
Disaster Prevention™ was therefore of particular
interest in the country.
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FRANCE

The prevention of natural disasters in France was
promoted with a senes of events held over a
pericd of months in 1998,

Seminar- " 10 Years After, From Memory to Risk
Management”

On 14 October 1998, the observance of the
National Day for Major Risks focused on the
commemoration of the worst floods which the
¢ty had experienced on 3 October 1988. The
seminar was orgamsed by the city of NTmes, the
French Minister for Land Use Planning and
Environment, regional autherities such as the
Regional Direction for Environment, the General
Council of Gard, the French Institute for Urban
Risks Prevention and Management, the National
Centre for Scientific Research [CNRS), the fire
brigade and the Hospital of Nimes.

Participants discussed various aspects of risk
reduction, in particular for water-related risks,
the role of insurance, emergency city plans,
financizl constraints, the reeds of local
communities at risk and informatien/commu-
nication policies for disaster reduction .

Speakers included local and national authorities
In charge of nisk management, experts and
journalists,

Second European Conference on Risk Prevention

From 14 to 16 Qctober, the Second European
Conference on Risk Prevention took place in
Miort, a city in France which is the cradle of the
largest mutual insurance companies. 5ome
800 participants from 23 countries world-wide
attended the conference, which was organised
by the European Centre on Risk Prevention, an
organisation created in 1997 at the imitiative of
the Insurance companies based in Niort.

The meeting took place under the auspices of
the IDNDR with the support of the European
Parliament, the Council of Europsg, the
European Commission and the French Ministry
for Land Use Planning and Environment. [t was
organised 1n conpunction with the Counal of
Europe FORM-OSE Seminar attended by
representatives of 27 European universities. A
member of the IDNDR Scientific and Technical
Committee participated in the meeting




Discussions were held on floods and seismic
risks, preventive disaster reduction rmeasures
including risk zonation, land use planning, the
culture of risk and vulnerability, information,
education and training for risk reduction, and
the invoivement of local communities at risk.

The European Centre on Risk Prevention wiil
hoid its next conference in October 2000 on the
theme "Seniors and Risk Prevention”. World Fire
Day will be gbserved on October 2000,

In 1998 also, the French Ministry of Land Use
Planning and Environment developed a card
game "Be a Natural Risk Manager" adapted
from a tarot game. It showed the various risks
related to natural elements, such as fire, water,
air and the earth and the various prevention
stages. The card game was distributed to French
schools and during the Mayors' Fair which took
place in Paris in November 1998,

The following events took place in October

1958:

» CEMAGREF and Natural Risk,
Grenoble, 8 October.

» Day of Information and Welcome to the Public,
Lille, 14 QOctober.

s The Floods: role playing with 15 children,
Avignon, 14 October.

GERMANY

The important International IDNDR Conference
on Early Warning Systems for the Reduction of
Natural Disasters was held at the
GeoForschungsZentrum in Potsdam, Germany
from the 7-11 September 1998. The meeting
brought together 370 scientists, public officials,
and representatives of the United Nations
system, non-governmental and international
organizations and diverse professional,
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commercial, and civic individuals from 86
countries. The Potsdam Early Warning
Conference represented the first major thematic
components of IDNDR’s concluding evaluation
and provided recommendations to ensure
disaster reduction into the 21st century.

The conference was organised, with the support
of the Government of Germany, within the
framework of the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reduction. The conference was
opened by the German Minister for Foreign
Affairs, Mr. Klaus Kinkal, as an expression of
Germany's support for disaster reduction.

The subsequent discussions and presentations
at the conference confirmed early.warning as a
core component of national and international
prevention strategies for the 21st century. The
conference was closed with the issuance of a
declaration on early warning. Participants
repeatedly emphasized the multidisciplinary and
multi-sectoral character of the early warning
process.

The participants emphasized that early warning
is effective only to the extent that policy makars
at national level authority have the will, and
make a sustained commitment of resources that
will establish protective measures. In all these
respects, the importance of training was
stressed, as was the requirement to provide
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resources for ongoing tramning activities, public
education and the development of both technical
and operational capabilities essential for early
warning

Following recurrent flooding of the Rhine River
and the 1997 fRooding of the Oder, a Congress

on Early Warning Systems feu
the Reduotion of Natural Disasiars

- T

was organised by the German IDNDR
Committee in Potsdam on 8 October on the
theme of the Campaign "Water, oo much, oo
little." Participants reviewed ways in which
Cermany is facing water-related disasters and
where prevention capacities can be
strengthened.

In 1958, Germany celebrated 14 October
1998 by opening the Clobal Fire Monitoring
Center (GFMC) in Freiburg. The GFMC was
inaugurated to the public at the FAD
consultation on public policies affecting forest
fires, on 28-30 October, 1998

From 7 to 11 September in Potsdam, the German
IDNDR Committee organised a national workshop
bringing together journalists, disaster prevention
experts, representatives of disaster control
agencies and communication researchers

The aim of this workshop was three-fold:

= |dentifytng communication problems with
respect to disaster and disaster preparedness
coverage.

= Fostering communication between journalists
and disaster experts on one hand, and
between communication researchers and
communication practitioners on the other
hand. ,

s Exploring possibilities of cooperation between
disaster control and aid agencies and the media.

It was agreed that there is a need to associate
disaster information with current events; and that
journalists should be provided opportunities to
interview and photograph interesting and
competent people who are able to express
themselves well in front of a microphone

| Joumalists present at the meeting suggested that

a network of reporters specialising on disaster
prevention and mitigation should be initiated. The
goal of such a network would be to aid
professional communication among the
Jjournalists themselves but also to facilitate the



communication between disaster prevention
agencies and the media. This workshop was a
positive attempt to improve the mutual
understanding of journatists and disaster
preverition experts,

HUNGARY

In observance of the 1998 World Disaster
Reduction Day, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organisation (NATO) and the IDNDR Secretariat
co-sponsored a seminar in Budapest from 12 to
14 October on “Public information: Interaction
between the Media and Covernment
Administrations in Crisis Management and the
Impact on the Public”.

The meeting was organised by the Ministry for
Civil Protection of Hungary and brought together
policy makers from the countries of Central and
Eastern Europe, Western Europe and the United
States, public information specialists and
representatives of the media The meeting
identified key areas for improving the exchange
of information and professional linkages
between the public sector and the media before,
during and after crises such as natural disasters.

ITALY

In 1998, ltalian members from the Internationat
Task Force and Coordinating office of the
“Servizio Volontario Giovanile - Unita Ausiliana
Protezione Civile” celebrated the World Disaster
Reduction Day, on October, 14, by organising 2
round table on Natural Disaster Prevention and
Medlia, at the University of Caserta. The following
issues have been discussed Landslide Region
Campania, Province Salerno and Caserta.

Afflicted Areas:
Sarno - Quindici - San Felice a Cancello.

Members of the media invited included:

Il Mattino, Corriere di Caserta, Il Giornale di
Caserta, Roma, La Repubblica, Corriere dei
Mezzogiorno, Telealternativa, Teleluna, Canaie
Dieci, Telecapri, Rai Tre and Canale Cinque
Mediaset.

MOLDOVA

In 1997, this country celebrated World Disaster
Reduction Day with many lively events. The
theme of the Day was highlighted in 8,297
classroom lectures, 492 lectures to medical
personnel and patients, 10 articles published in
national newspapers and magazines, and media
publicity. A book entitled “Calamities in the
Republic of Moldova” was published in 1997. A
“Child Protection Day” was organized in 912
schools.

For more information contact:

Ms. Ulrika Gustafson, Programme Officer, UNDP
3 August 1989 5t. 131 .

MD 2012 Chisinau, Moldova

Tel: (373-2)548 771

Fax: (373-2) 543 133

Email: registry@office un md

Internet homepage: http://www.un.md

Vice Director of the Department of Civil
Protection and Calamities of the Republic of
Moldova

Col Tudor Grama

Tel- (373-3) 226 429

Fax: {373-2) 233 430



POLAND

On 23 November 1998, the Office of the
President of Poland organised a seminar in
Warsaw on “Media and Natural Disasters” in line
with the IDNDR Disaster Reduction Campaign
for 1998 Natural Disaster Prevention and the
Media.

Following opening addresses by President
Kwasniewski and the Director of the IDNDR
Secretariat, the participants of the meeting,
which included decision-makers from the
governments of Poland, the Czech Republic and
other countries, as well as representatives of
local and international media, sought to begin a
constructive dialogue on appropriate interaction
between the media and government sanctioned
sources of information in times of crises.

The floods in Poland, Czech Republic and
Germany in 1997 and the devastating impact
of mis-information disseminated by the media
during the crisis prompted the government to
organise this meeting. This represented the first
in a series of meetings to address this important
Issue (n Poland.

PORTUGAL

Since 1992, the National Service for Civil
Protection (SNPC) has been engaged with an
intensive public awareness and information
campaign on disaster prevention and civil
protection objectives. This has focused on self-
protection and safety measures to be adopted
by the population before, during and after
various emergency situations,

The SNPC and the National Water Institute ran
a symposium with 200 experts (technical,
political, communications) and issued a press

“Media” sao fundamentais

release. On QOctober 1, 1957 the National
Information System on Hydrological Resources
(SNIRH) was connected to Internet at
http://www.inag.pt/smirh

In 1998, it was agreed that the role played by
the national, regional and local media - TV, radio
and press - must be encouraged to disseminate
press releases and articles on civil protection
events and programmes. A Seminar on the
theme Natural Disaster Prevention and the
Media took place in Lisbon on
October13,1998, under the presidency of the

Secretary of State for the Interior, responsible

for safety politics in Portugal

The seminar was articulated in two sessions:

= Sassion |: Public Information - Expectations
and Requirements

= Session Il: Public Information - Disaster
Management and the Media

The presentations in each session were made by
top press managers and journalists from the
main national media. During the public debates
following the sessions, suggestions were made
for follow up events 150 people participated.



UKRAINE

The Ministry of Emergencies and Affairs of
Populaticn Protection (fram the Consequernces
of the Chernobyl Catastrophe) requested the
IDNDR to send material on Natural Disaster
Reduchon and early warning systems for use with
other events planned for 1998 World Disaster
Reduction Day.

Avideo and a radio programme were sent to the
Ministry of Emergencies and Affairs of
Population Protection, and this material was
used by mass media for the commemaoration of
the Chernobyl Disaster
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UNITED KINGDOM

On the 1997 theme of "Water...too little ...too
much’, five presentations were made for schools
in London, Manchester, Cardiff, Glasgow and
Belfast. The speakers addressed a number of
issues based on the theme, for example: In
Cardiff, Professor Geoffrey Petts spoke on-
‘Environmental !mpacts of Water Resources
Schemes Green Solutions for a Dry World?'; in
Belfast, Mr Duncan Faulkner spoke on 'River
Floods: Where Do We Put the Water'; in Glasgow,
Dr. Andrew Black and Miss Helen Houghton-
Carr spoke on 'Flood Hazards-New Ways of
Coping with an Old Enemy'; in Manchester, Dr
Kevin Tiiford spoke on 'The Flood Hazard.
Control, Forecast, Warn'; and in London
Professor Scott Steedman spoke on 'Disasters
Unlimited.' Attendance was good with nearly
1,000 attendees, and some good press and local
radio coverage

In 1998, the second Exeter Seminar on
"Communicating Technologies" took place at the
University of Exeter on 17 November. Organised
by the Housing and Hazards Group, a Non-
Governmental Organisation [NGQ), it gathered
academics from the University of Bangladesh,
Oxford and Exeter, representatives of NGOs,
professional engineers and builders. In line with
the 1998 campaign theme, the debate centred
around hazard-resistant building information
and ways in which the message could be
effectively disserminated

UK National Co-ordinabon Committee for the IDNDR
Tony Eades

The Roval Academy of Engineering

29 Creat Peter St

London, SW1P 3LW UK

Tel (44) 171 222 2688
Email:eadesa@raeng.co.uk



The presentation of the ] 998 Sasakavaa Award in Ceneva,

From left fo nght: Prof. Wang Ang-Sheng from the Chinese Academy of
Science, Mr Duo Ji Cai Rang, Mimster of Civil Affairs, China, winners of the
award, Mr Sergio Vieira de Mello. Under-Secretary General for
Humanitarian Affars, Mr Philippe Bouwlié, Director IDNDR.



