DAMO-NCC 22 October 1879

SUBJECT: San Jose Island, Panama

7. Ownership of San Jose laland was transferred circa 1965 to Mr. Tupper
a U.S. citizen identified with the Tupperware Corporatiom.

s. Mr. Tupper apparently had plans to establish 8 resort area on the
island,

b." Some construction has bégun in an uncontaminated ares near the
airfield.

c. Construction activity is now dormant. Owner apparently does not
intend to proceed with development plans.

d. Mr. Tupper offered the island to Gorgas Scientific laboratory. It
was not accepted and he has withdrawn the offer.

e. We are not certain that Mr. Tupper is aware of hazards on the island.

f£. An EOD team was contacted by Mr. Tupper's son in 1974 with report
that one of the their workmen had been burned and requesu:ﬂ asgsistance.

(1) Team referred him to SOUTHCOY for official request for support.
(2) Nothing further was heard from the incident.,
g. Detalls of prasent ovners contract/deed are unknown.

8. CINCSOUTHCOM briefed the U.S. Anbassador to Pezpama on 23 October 1978.

a. Ioformation oo San Jose Island was provided.

b. U.S. Ambassador will discuses situation with owner if he starts moving
toward development.

¢, In response to the Ambassador's question, CINCSOUTH stated that
we may be able to provide & survey team if required at some time in the

future.

9. DARCOM has developed & concept plan for survey of the island should
such a survey be requested.

a. Survey team would determine the bounds of chemical contamination on
the island and asgess the feasibility of returning it to a "safe for normal
habitation" condition.

b. Time required to conduct a survey is estimated at B8-10 days. Assess-
ment requires an unspecified longer period dependent upon survey findings.

10. A related San Jose Island issue concerns long term health effects on
volunteers who participated in the San Jose Project in 1945.

. a. Volunteers were exposed to mustard agent during tests of chemical
protective clothing in 1945,
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b. Congressional inquiries (Congressman Mollohan) recaivan on bahalf
of a test participant who has cancer.

¢. Revievw of existing laboratory data and a litersture search conducted
by Army Eoviroomental Hygiene-Agency revealed no evidence that mustard ex-
posures of the type experienced by San Jose Iszland volunteers are associsted
with later development of cancer or other long term health effects. Literat
included studies of approximately twelve thousand World War I soldiers ex-~

posed to wmustard.

d. CSA response to Mr, Mollohan stated that Army plans no further actio
with respect to San Jose Island volunteers.



Annex F

Fotos de armas quimicas en Rio Hato y de
sujetos humanos de pruebas de armas quimicas (1945)
de los archivos del Proyecto San José, Archives Nacionales
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Annex G

Mapa y fotos de Sitios de Pruebas Tropicales, 1956
de "Chemical Corps Tropical Test Team, Fort Clayton, Canal Zone,"
Dugway Proving Ground, 25 de Enero 1956
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