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Reaching an audience in the teaching community with information about earthquake prepared-
ness can be a frustrating task. How can you increase the chances that your materials and mes-
sage are seen and heard by the classroom teacher? What channels are best to use for communica-
tion directly to the teacher? Which ones work best for dissemination? For communication with
administrators? For response? For support? How can and will the teacher fit your materials into
the existing curriculum?

What options exist for materials distribution and communication through the science education
profession beyond the direct routes within a school or school system, e.g., mailing lists, meet-
ings, conventions, conferences, workshops, organizations, newsletters? For example, the NSTA
Membership Office notes that there are 45,000+ (P-C) members. This group includes ap-
proximately 15,000 high school teachers and 8,000 elementary school teachers. Knowing
professional membership information can guide dissemination decisions.

There are practical do’s and don’ts for many of these questions. Several suggestions and tech-
niques will be mentioned that may stimulate ideas and channels for you to try as you strive to
encourage the implementation and use of classroom materials you prepare.

It’s important to know about your audience and what technique will work best for the dissemina-
tion of information to that particular group. It’s also important to know which channels work
best for communication (see Figure 1) with administrators (legislative), for response, and for
support (PTA). It is also important to know your audience in order to see how the teacher will fit
the new materials into the existing curriculum (see Table 1), Teachers learn in a variety of ways
(see Table 2). Locally they do it at workshops, at professional organization meetings, through
newsletters, on field trips, at the library, and in various centers, i.e. science centers. Nationally
they learn about new materials and curricular information through meetings, various professional
organizations, journals, newsletters, directories of information, and networks such as ERIC.
Another source is through computer bulletin board systems and networks. [t’s important to know
what computer bulletin board systems and networks exist that science teachers frequent for
information. The NSTA bulletin board system is one computer bulletin board system that is used
by science teachers: (202) 328-5853.
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SUPPORT SYSTEMS SURROUNDING A TEACHER

Workshops

Conferences
Publications/Periodicals
Suppliers

Electronic bulletin boards
Community members

Figure 1

* Board of Education/Superintendent
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