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Here There Is Life:

The Social and Cultural Dynamics
of Successful Resistance to
Resettlernent in Postdisaster Peru

Anthony liver-Smith

When a natural disaster strikes a society and becomes part of
thkz pursonal experience of every surviving wember, that svoicty an:dl
ilivideal menbers arc faced with wany new adaprive tasks Ior the
clhzaped conditions of thelr epvivonment, Human adaptation ls pelcd-
Jimensfomal, entailing Yar more than g siaple accowmodatiaon Lo Lhe
phyatera]l demands or problewns of an envirvopment. Other pronlooas, far
beyoud Lhe realm of material survival, require other forms —1 adap-
rive stracregies. Human beings must adapt socially and pswehulogi-
zally, as well as physically, to achicve a proper fit with the total
civvicosunont. This fit ia largely atritudinal in the sense that it
icvolwves the way In which people perceive themselves in rolutlen bt
their cavirommeat (Mechanic 1975:165). Indeed, part of the lotal
adaptarional pattern must be focused on the individual's persunal
adjustment to ls new life situatjon or altered ldenticy.

Lonyequently, It must be vecopnized that natural disadrers ron-
atleate move than just physleal desteuction) they also Luwvoel-we
psyclialogical destruction for the individual and uiltimatels cultural
crdsls for the group in that they may challenge the very ©
a suclety. Disaster is the ample demonstration to the individial
thar nis culture, his way of life, has suddenly becowe inadcgoate,
iggnrfivient to protect him from the vicissitudes of the cowirongent,
I onuleonre s dw part o ser of adaptations to the probleas Drasenie:l
Ly bl total environment, then a digsaster casts scervicus Joabdl o L
efficacy of those adaptations. Such situations rescable
vrporiences in which events and conditions defy existing
Togle aond propoction, and persopal as well as physical
be zsevionsly threatened.  Wheo che efficacy of one's culture: i
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Tlie rescarch on which this chapter is hased was undertaken ino
Ancash, Peru, in 1970-1971, 1974, and 1975. The initial research <o
supnroried by the Midwestern Consortium for International Avtiwitles.
The cescarch undertaken during the sumeers of 1974 and 1974
supparted wy tha University of Florlda and the Sociecy to: bealth wnd
HNuman Yalues, vespectively. Their support is gratefully ackoowl-
edped, as [y the assistance of Anne Bailey in the initial coilectiom
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