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Posthurricane Resettlement

in Belize

Joseph Q. Palacio

The literature on the Caribbean Includes warious studies of
wigration, but these, for the mest part, deal with some aspact of
emigrotion or urbaunilzation (Ashcraft 1972 Braithwaite 1961; Conzale:
1569, 1975; Kendricks L974; Philpott 19735 and Proudioot 1450).
There are Few anthropological data @n resettlement schemes In the
Caribbean and even fewer on resettlement resulting from a matural
disaster, despite the frequency with which disasters have occurred.

This paper deals with three resettlement schemes wndertaken by
rhe povernment of Belize atrer che disaserous Hurricane Hactie of
Octaber 1961, The schemes were of different kimds, The first
invalved the transfer of refugees te a terporary shelter during the
initial periuvd of recemstruction in the destroyed area; the second,
the relocation of refugees from a destroyed coastal village to what
wng intendad to be s permanent inland site; and the third, the
transfer of public mffdcers and nther citizens from Belize City, iu
the exposed coasntal area, to Belmopan, cthe newly built capital eity.
I rely principally wicn oy oW 2xpFerience in Belize betore and after
the husricane. T was in Belize during Hurticane Hattisz and knew the
refugee sitvation at [irst hand;l 1 parcicipated in the move to
Belmopan; and T also knew some of those jovolwed do che actempt to
resertle the villape populatien. Tosofor as the analysls in this
chapter 1s bused mostly on hindsighr and cot ou data recorded at the
time, I muaxe no prefension to providing a documented hisvory of the
three projects, HKather T am attempring co autliae svrs of cause-
gffact relatieoships favolued in the movement of groups from one
place to apother. 1 believe that comparabli patteecns would occur in
resetrlemsne projects anywhere under constralnts similar te those of
Belize.

Pu Tolt (1975a8:1-5) suggested chat migracion fits into a simple
dichotomy: It is elcther woluurary wr fnvaluntary. As I shall argue
nelow, a Llied cype neuds Lo be recognized, Anthropologists who have
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