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3.5 Software Evaluation

Software can be difficult to evaluate. Some of it is so technologically dazzling that
it is easy to be impressed by the graphics and blinded to the educational soundness
of the program itself. It’s important to keep in mind the purpose of the software
for your program as well as the level and needs of your students. In addition, look
at its ease of use, the clarity of instructions, graphic details, evidence of field
testing, and any existing reviews. Preview of software prior to purchase is also
desirable.

The following are some additional questions to guide you in your selection of the
best software for your program.

For what purpose do you intend to use the software?

Is it to supplement the lessons?

Introduce a unit? Conclude a unit?

Do you want the students to have a review of the material or to learn
something new?

Do you want students to visually see something you could not
demonstrate in class?

How will students use the software?

Will students be using the software independently or under your
guidance?

Will they be using it singly, or in small groups?

Will they be using it with a text, or reading textual information from the
screen?

Will they be using it to do reports or projects?

Will the software facilitate learning?

Is the software developmentally appropriate for the students? Does the
software consider students’ prior knowledge?
Does it provide appropriate feedback?

Is the feedback immediate or delayed?

What 1s the level of feedback complexity?
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3.6 Selected List of Resource Organizations

Organization;

American National Red Cross
Disaster Services

18th and E Street N.W,
Washington, D.C. 20006

Arkansas Office of Emergency
Services

P.O. Box 758

Conway, AR 72032

(501) 329-5601

Bay Area Regional Earthquake
Preparedness Project (BAREPP)

MetroCenter 101 8th Street

Suite 152

Oakland, CA 94607

(415) 540-2713

California Earthquake Education Project
L.awrence Hall of Science

University of California

Berkeley, CA 94720

(415) 327-6017

Center for Earthquake Research and
Information

Memphis State University

Memphis, TN 38152

(901) 678-2007

3-71

Source For:;

Variety of disaster materials

"Ready Teddy" tape,
"Rumble, Tumble Ready”
buttons; (K-3)

Braille translations of
FEMA earthquake booklets

Earthquake Planning and

Preparcdness Activities

for Childcare Providers;

Identification and Reduction

of Nonstructural Earthquake

Hazards in California Schools

and a variety of other
earthquake preparedness and
curriculum materials

CALEEP materials including
"Earthquake Hazards Around
the Home" coloring book

Reprints of articles related
to seismographs, the Earth-
quake Education Project and
New Madrid Seismic Zone



Center for Earthquake Studies

Southeast Missouri State
University

One University Plaza

Cape Giradeau, MO 63701-4799

(314) 651-2019

Earthquake Education Center
Charleston Southern University
9200 University Blvd.

P.O. Box 10087

Charleston, SC 29411

(803) 863-7531

Emergency Management Division
City of Irvine

One Civic Center Plaza

Irvine, CA 92713

(714) 724-7149

Emergency Preparedness Canada
Public Information

2nd floor, Jackson Building

122 Bank Street

Ottawa, Ontario

Canada K1A OW6

(613) 991-7077

Environmental Volunteers
2448 Watson Court

Palo Alto, CA 94303
(415) 424-8035
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New Madrid Earthquake by
Fuller (reprint);

"How to Build and Use

Your Earthquake Liquefaction
Model;"

The Effects of Earthquakes in the
Central United States by Nutth
(reprint)

"Emergency 'Q’ Tips" 1 & 2;
Information about earthquakes
in South Carolina

Officer Ollie’s Earthquake Show -
videotape; Zoo Friends Earthquake
Safety Tips; videotapes of school
preparedness workshops

Earthquakes in Canada
videotape; also emergency
preparedness booklets in
French & English

Hands-On Earthquake Iearning
Package with hands-on teaching
materials including motor
driven shaking table




Federal Emergency Management Agency
Earthquake and Natural Hazards Division
SL-NT

500 C Street, S.W.

Washington, D.C. 20472

(202) 646-2800

Geological Survey of Canada
601 Booth Street

Ottawa, Ontario

Canada K1A OES8

(613) 995-5745

Lafferty & Associates, Inc.
4529 Angeles Crest Hiway
Suite 215, P.O. Box 1026
La Canada, CA 91011
(818) 952-5483

Math/Science Nucleus
3710 Yale Way
Fremont, CA 94538
(510) 490-6284

FAX: (510) 490-0256

Ministry of Education
620 Superior Street
Victoria, B.C.
Canada V8V 2M4
(604) 356-7821
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Guidebook for Developing a
School Earthquake Safety
Program (FEMA 88);
Earthquakes: A Teachers
Package for K-6 (FEMA 159)
Big Bird Get Ready for
Earthquakes (CTW)

References on Earthquakes,
Tectonics, Maps and Earthquake
occurrences

Preparedness handbook;
videotapes: Shake,

Rattle and Roll; How to
Survive a Major Earthquake

Plate Tectonic Cycle
teacher manual (K-6);
materials including maps,
shaker tables, videos

Seismic Upgrading for
School Buildings; School
Earthquake Safety Guidebook



National Center for Earthquake
Engineering Research

State University of New York
at Buffalo

Red Jacket Quadrangle

Buffalo, NY 14261

(716) 636-3391

National Research Council of
Canada

Institute for Research in Construction

Building M-22, Montreal Road
Ottawa, Ontario

Canada K1A 0R6

(613) 993-2607

New England States Earthquake
Consortium

501 Islington St., Suite 7

Portsmouth, NH 03801

(603) 430-9876

Quake Safe

700 State Dr.

Los Angeles, CA 90037
(213) 744-2008

Seismological Society of America
201 Plaza Professional Building
El Cerrito, CA 94530

(415) 525-5474

Southern California Earthquake
Preparedness Project (SCEPP)

P.O. Box 50310

Pasadena, CA 91115-3010

(818) 795-9055
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Earthquake Education Materials

for Grades K-12; Fact Sheets;
Earthquake Engineering Publications

Earthquake Building Codes;
Guidelines for Building

New England Earthquake Fact
Sheets; Speakers Bureau;
Information Resource

Newsletter; programs for
children

"A Catalog of Earthquake
Related Sounds” - tape with
21 entries

Pre-School Earthquake
Preparedness Guide




University of Missouri-Columbia
College of Education
Southwestern Bell

Science Education Center

108 Townsend

Columbia, MO 65211-0211
(314) 882-4363

University of British Columbia
Centre for Human Settlements
2206 East Mall

Vancouver, B.C., Canada V6T 1W35

(604) 228-5254

University of California at
Los Angeles (UCLLA) Extension

10995 Le Conte Avenue, Suite 639

Los Angeles, CA 90024-2883
(213) 825-4191

U.S. Geological Survey
Public Inquiries Office
302 National Center
Reston, VA 22092
(703) 648-6891

U.S. Geological Survey
Western Region Library

345 Middlefield Road

Mail Stop 955

Menlo Park, CA 94025-3591
(415) 329-5081
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Videotape about the New
Madrid fault zone;
resources appropriate

for earth science teachers
(Grades 7-12).

Catalog of Emergency
Preparedness and Earthquake
Information

Videotapes; Certificate Program
and Classes in School Earthquake
Preparedness

References on earthquakes;
catalogs, maps of earthquake
occurrences

Resource materials for K-12th
grade earth science educators.

Includes textbooks, videotapes,
maps, computer software.



