NICARAGUA

Volcano Eruption
February 3, 1971

... of Cerro Negro, for the second time in two years, destroys
100 houses and deposits ash over a 3,400 square mile area.
600 people were left homeless, 1,000 were evacuated and
3,000 were directly affected. Considerable crop damage oc-
curred. Estimated dollar damage—$2 million.

Value of US, Assistance ... vinrnrninen.nn $29,630
Value of Assistance by Other Natrons . ........... 18,140

$47,770
DETAILS:

The Cerro Negro Volcano, which has a long history of volcanic
eruption, erupted once again at 09:30 hours on February 3,
1971, and continued for ten days, causing great damage to the
surrounding area The last previous eruption was on December
10, 1968. The 1971 eruption was the more serious of the two.

Cerro Negro is located in a chain of a group of five volcanoes
on latitude 12°37" North and longitude 86°44" West. It is 33
miles northeast from the city of Leon and 35 miles northwest
from Managua.

According to a Government of Nicaragua report, the fallout
covered an area of more than 3,400 square miles with ash. The
report divided the area into four zones. Zone 1, the most af-
fected area, (approximately 35 square rmules) was covered with
4 to 16 inches of ash. Zone 2, with a cover of from 1 to 4
inches, extended approximately 55 square miles. The other two
zanes were less affected. The aity of Leon, with a population

of 60,000, was covered with over 1 inch of ash. The report
stated that land in Zone 1 was unsuitable for further cultiva-
tion and recommended that families living in this area be re-
settled. The other three zones remained suitable for cultiva-
tion.

The livelihood of approximately 3,000 people was affected by
the ash fallout Of these 3,000, approximately 1,000 had to be
evacuated to emergency camps.

ACTION TAKEN BY THE GOVERNMENT OF
NICARAGUA AND LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS:

The Red Cross and the Leon Emergency Relief Committee,
with assistance from the “Civil Action” of the National Guard,
the Public Waorks Department, the Nicaraguan Institute of De-
velopment, the Leon Fire Department and many other govern-
ment and private agencies, were gquick to evacuate disaster
victims and to establish emergency camps.

The Red Cross and the Leon Emergency Committee mounted a
local press, radio and T.V. appeal, 1o obtain funds and supphes
for the victims. These local donations amounted to approxi-
mately $42,000 in local currency and $14,000 in goods

President Somoza declared the eruption a National Emergency
on February 10 and established a Commission headed by the
Minister of Agriculture and Minister of Economy to coordinate
International assistance.

The U.S. Mission reported that while there were some prob-
lems in cocrdinating relief operations and some duplication of
effort, the actions taken were responsive to the needs of the
people and effective.

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY THE U.S. GOVERNMENT:

The American Ambassador did not exercise his au-
thonty to use A.I.D. contingency funds for disaster
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assistance, but the U.S. Mission donated $5,000 from
USAID Special Development Fund to the Nicaraguan
5 =Ye I o -1 J S $5,000

in addition, USAID Food for Peace Officer authorized
the immediate transfer of 8,251 pounds of P.L. 480
Food for Peace nonfat dry milk, flour, corn and oil
from CRS in-country stocks to the Leon Emergency
Committee. Estimated value ...... ... ... ...... $ 710

After an appeal to the Ambassador by the Minister of Agricul-
ture, in his capacity as Emergency Coordinator, to airlift the
homeless to new agricultural lands, the U.S. Military Mission
sent two C-123 airplanes on March 19 from the U.S. Southern
Command in Panama. Costs were not reported and A.LD. was
not requested to reimburse the Military from contingency
funds. The two airplanes flew 109 sorties, in a 9-day airlift,
that carried 885 people and 206,872 pounds of cargo, includ-
ing various small animals, from Leon to the new agricultural
colony of Neuva Guinea. A 5-man U.S5. Army Community De-
velopment Team (chief of party, doctor, veterinarian, sanitary
engineer, medical specialist) also from the U.5. Southern Com-
mand, spent five days in assisting the new colony.

The U.S. Mission kept very close contact with the disaster re-
lief operation, and Mission personnel made many trips to the
disaster area and to the emergency camps, including a visit by
the Ambassador.

During the emergency period, the American Embassy indicated
there would be no need to send tents from the A.L.D. Disaster
Reserve in Panama, The Nicaragua National Guard had approx-
imately 150 tents that had been supplied by AID/DRC for the
lanuary 1968 earthquake.
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ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY U.S. VOLUNTARY
AGENCIES:

American National Red Cross

ANRC made a cash donation of $5,000 and paid ex-
penses of a League of Red Cross Societies Delegate
in the amount of $400. The ANRC also provided
friendship boxes valued at $4,000, for a total of .. $ 9,400

Catholic Relief Services

The CRS Director in Nicaragua visited the disaster
area with the USAID Food for Peace Officer. In
addition to making available USG P.L. 480 food
commodities, CRS provided 520 pounds of clothing,
VAU oo e e $ 520

Sister City Program

The Hialeah-Managua Sister City Program contributed
7 tons of medicines, food supplies and clothing.
No value was reported and in absence of this,
AID/DRC estimated it at $1 per pound for a total

Value Of oot e e $14,000
Total Assistance U.5. Voluntary Agencies . .......... $23,920

ASSISTANCE PROVIDED BY OTHER NATIONS AND
INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS:

United Nations—agricultural tools costing .......... $15,000
Canada—disaster supplies ........... ... ... ...... 2,740
Honduras—cash .......... ... .. ... ...l 400

also medical team
$18,140

It was reported that Panama and Brazil also provided small
amounts of medicine, clothing, food and some cash but quan-
tities and value were not given. The Swiss Red Cross and E!
Salvador also offered assistance.



Bein e
e Y.o.(‘aa‘«;%l§a¢§v1%n&‘¢v—ma?v¢$ A R G R b 5 R e
R A e e R aan
o T B R A 0t bl 8L s R e B m s S
- B P Frovurs & B9 4
P IR . & PRELSEAY > B0 Wb ad YEB £ P 53 g Xy s B 5 o
. o . N LEIERYEOEBY LY 4B o pEp G EAL SIS SRY BAL 3B A0 ok & 48 B 4 b 01
Mm D 4P i W B 3 Yoh £ A0 G180 T £ 85D ko 7 . 20
M rgaE SEELEERYaLARL AL ra
[Rfgsesrasy L5

L. a T ress 5T i g i i PR ook S B et B
B3s Sivdsatas” & G b R B s
3% N S R e s G
4% S
oo 0 5k
by
B A G e A G R A 1
e bR L N R )

B3 adan van
Pesliaing

"9 Rytutatupe Saserdi
:
4h
i

'axﬁurim.ny REFRESENTATIIING 1S
NOT, NECESSARILY AUTHOMIRTIVE

»

L]
g

srepifiace,
¥ LA
PERLAS

) ?miuﬁéﬁe

a5 Teblas

La Compaitta®y

% Panoromsn
N

L]
ot
CIOCL..&:% \3

Miguel da 5. Bocdy

{

it

Fed i

St

resindd 24T
Vingian dRibpt iy

Hetrasial wdidyre

é
4

e
: g ¥
e \\ o re bt N
k] A EEEE
= P TR
3 o . .
B3 "l :
= I
Eu ) & ]
o R 2 s R H
za) 3 e £
2 A ; =
' ol F -
2 = e g L
a4 o 4 5 ke B
’ &4 7
m « EE W 5
s 7
& E g B of =
& & B 38 Bl
285 E .
R
o ool - 5 Z s m Sy
= SRR s S AR ERHRETE &
T i 5 HEE =
Sroema Locpip. 8
b atei st i [N LR
Lis s St E N %wm@w?%%%é vE B EE oo & o
2 s 3 L EZ faa e
&; j Pl h
St JEaSEAF w E
w aWMme fhddave ok b
(it ot N ® o 3
= | ]

167

.$32,268

vegetable oil, cornmeal, rolled

ices deployed 485,950 pounds of
oats, bulgur wheat and CSM to feed 7,443 families for a pe-
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riod of one month, at the request of the Government of Pan-
ama Community Development Agency and with the approval
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