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Comparing two examples of local protest--ome a failure
and the other a success—--this paper shows the importance
of the interaction between local groups and national
soctal movements in predicting the outcomes of struggles
pitting communitites against established <industries.
A eritical difference between the unsuccessful attempt
of Santa Barbara activists to prevent the resumption
of oil drilling after the 1969 spill, on the one hand,
and the successful efforts of TMI residents to block
the restart of the reactor adfacent to the one damaged
in the 1979 nuclear aceident, on the other, is the
maturity of the national envirommental movement.
Focusing primarily on the relatively successful ITMI
protest, the paper emphasizes the importance of the
national antinuclear movement's resources in foreing
resourseful actors (individual and organizational)
into adversarial positions vis-d-vis the offending
utility.

It is becoming increasingly common for local communities
throughout the U.S. to find themselves involved in confrontations
with industry and/or government organizations over issues such
as technological accidents (Molotch, 1970; Walsh, 1981) or
hazardous waste (Levine, 1982). The federal government's current
plans to ship radioactive fuel away from nuclear reactors to
centralized waste sites will probably involve numerous additional
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