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In my experience with the hre/rescue ser-
vice, l have had the unfortunate vpportunt
ty to be involved in several mass casualty
incidents, These incidents have ranged
from an automobile acadent involving five
or six people to bus and fram acadents in-
volving fifty 1o one hundred peuple

This type of problem can occur in just
aboul any community i the nation no
matter how small  Anywhere large
amounts of people gather otfers a potential
threat be it a little league baseball held in a
small town or a highrse buwlding 1n a
metropohtan area

The experience 1 have had with these in
caidents caused me to conclude,  where
mass casualties are involved, the only dif-
ference between a good Hre/rescue service
and a bad fire/rescue servive s the good
department can orgamize confusion and
gatn control of the situation faster than the
bau department

It was apparent there was a need }or a
plan to handle these mass casualty situa-
ttons The plan would have to be simple
and follow, as closely as possible, the nor

al operating procedures usually used by

ae fire/rescue service 1n its area A cam-
plex triage plan would add (o the conlu-
ston. This plan would have to be able to
work not unly on the five or six patient

automotnle accident but also on the vne or
two hundred patient train wreck

Barly n 1974, Monigomery County,
Moaryland deaded 1t needed such a plan
and the task was assigned to the fire/rescue
swrvite We were given assistance by the
Maryland Counail of Fire Service Acad-
emies the State Departmeni of Transporta-
tinn and  the Maryland Drvision  of
Emergency Medical Services

We tirst attempted to gather as much
material on disaster  tnage and  mass
vasualties as wr could hind A check was
made of the computers at the United Stares
Nanonal Instituies of Health  Bethesda
Naval Hospital, and the state of Maryland
Library System We tuund very hittle wnit-
ten about the held treatment of mass
uvilian casualties

There was hiuted information on the
trisge done al hospital emergency rooms
and some information on battlehield treat-
ment ot mass casualbies, but little intorma-
tion usable by hire‘rescue personnel We
decrded we would have to start trom
scratch

The History of Triage

There 15 hittle known about the history of
triage The first recorded instances which
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could be considered=as a torm of thage
were during the Roman Empire, 27 B C to
395 AD Dunng this nume, the Roman
soldiers were given large bronze shields tor
protection These shields also were used as
stretchers  After the battle, the dead
Roman soldiers were carned back to the ¢
ty 1n a great parade because it was con
sidered a great honor to die for Rome The
wounded soldiers were brought i later
over a ditterent route so the people could
nut see a Roman soldier suffering 1in parn
This was a sort of “reverse triage’ as we
know 1t

During the Crusades, 1100 A D 1o 1300
A D.. Chrstan monks would enter the
battleficlds alter the battles and treat the
wounded They would give food and wine
and pray for those who were injured Only
Christians could partake of this service
The infidels were considered unworthy

In 1799 an act o} the United States Con
gress ordered that a converent place and
personnel be set aside for the treatment of
the sick and injured on all naval vessely

The Napoleonw. Wars, 1804 to 1815,
were the first ime the term “triage’ was us
ed “Triage” described the sorting ot stems
tor mnstance tutlee beans, according to size
Laler in the same wars 1 was used to
Jdescribe the sorting of the injured
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