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Trends
in
Triaging

A Random Survey
of Triage Tags

Used in the
United States

FTER COMPLETING a random survey of the types of
triage tlags used throughout the U S, EMERGENCY

PRODUCT NEWS discovered that a wide variety of tags are
presently being employed by the nation’'s emergency
medical workers The following synopsis of our hindings
describes many of the features designed into the tags along
with what emergency personnel took for in a triage tag

Tnaging 1s defined as the sorting out and classifying of
casualties in a disaster 10 delermine treatment prionty To
help medical personnel eastly recognize a patient’'s medswcal
conditon the triage tag s used by a lriage team to indicate
which patients must be treated rmmediatety and which
patients will not suffer it treatment s delayed

In conducting the random survey sampling, EMERGENCY
PRODUCT NEWS discovered that many areas either do not
have or have not found a trage tag that adequately provides
far their disaster needs Many organizations are experiment-
ng with differentrypes of1ags and saome who have notfound
a tag that suits their needs have designed their own

Triage tags currently in use (in this country run the gamurt
from simply designed tags which indicate onty pasic panent
information to more elahorate tags which provice space for
more specitic patient information and the type of medical
assistance rendered atthe scene Evenwithinthe same state,
county or muancipality however a common friage tag s
often not used Determining the type of trrage tag an
emergency oiganizahon witi use usually comes after thany
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asler exercises when the pros and

s of a particular 1ag are evaluated
The EMS workers may then enher
decide to use the tag 10 refine the tag
Or to renew their search tor a more
Suitable tag

For these reasons, a cut and dried
survey of which organization uses
whal type of tag was not feasible But
some dehnite trends in tnage tag
des:gn car be seen and many useful
‘eatures have been developed

Many EMS systems use color-coded

Figure 1

tags so that patient classification may
be recognized easily at a distance by
emergency workers Although the
Colois chasen 1o indicdle the vanous
treaiment prnionties differ from area to
area, at teast four main categories are
used for color coding These include
Immediate, Secondary, Delayed and

Some areas use several indi-
vidua!l colored cards while
others use a single multi-
celored card,

Deceascd Highly wvisible coulors are
chosen inciuding red. greer, yellow
blue grey black ang white

No matter what color or word s
chasen to Indicate a paonty, all
emergency seryvice personne! are
trying ts communicate the same
message Patentstayged "linmediate’
have life-threatening tnjuries and
shouid be transpornted firsitoa meaical
lacvity  Secondary’ indicates that the
patient should be given second treat-
ment priornity . Patients tagged De-

Figure 2
layed” have minor injuries which do
not need immediate attention anc
these patients may not need to be
transported With a special 1ag for
deceased patients, emergency work-
€rs know that they do not have to tend
to these individuats until all other living
patents have been treated and trans-
ported
Along with color coding, some EMS
organizations also use corresponding
numerals or words to enahle the coior
biind emesgency worker o quickly
determine treatment prionly and o
ehminate contusion in the meaning of
a color
fContinued on pags W,
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Some areas have developed indi-
vidual cotored cards — one colored
card tor eacn prionity while other areas
Use a single multicolored card with
perforated tags that may be torn off as
needed Still other tags that are not
color coded often use a smaller color
coded sticker that may be alfixed to the
tag to denote prionty

The Mettag, a triage tag designed

Figure 4

and available from the Journal of Crvif
Detense, which uses internationally
recognized symbols instead of words,
Is designed with four perforated tabs of
drfterent colors The emergency work-
ers tears off the color(s} that does not
apply. leaving the tabthatcorresponds
with the patient’'s conditron affixed to
the tag (See Figure 1) Tneordgerofthe
tabs are Delayed Secondary imme-
diate and Deceased

The tnage tag developea oy ing
State of Maryland, adopted py De:a-
ware and Washington, DC, and prc-
posed for use by Pennsylvama, Vir-
gimia and West Virgima has been
designed so that four different tags are
|otned together at the top with a
perforated edge Thecardthat pertains
to the patient's condilion s torn off ana
attached to the patient (See Figure 2)

According to Charles Nabb, chair-
man of the Triage Tag Commiltee o!
the Mid Atiantic EMS Council, by
adopting the same triage tag in al
states 1n the HEW Region Il area, a
emergency workers in this Region wil!
ulihize the same tnage tag regardless of
state boundary itnes

A common iniage tag for state:
whose boundares touch one anotne-
goes hand-in-hand n developing a
systems approach to EMS,” said Napo
We are trying to prowide alt ambu-
lance personnel with the same lrair-
ing, and it only stands 1o reason that f
ampulance personnel who assist
emeargencies across state hnes use a
common lIrlage tag emergency pro-



cc  res will operate the same inthose
s .7

Fatient informaton included on the
‘ags to pe filled out by the triage team
a'so vanes Some tags include the
~ame address, age sex andrehgion of
trie patients along wrth the date, time
.entative diagnosis, priority the hosps-
ar to which the patient will be trans-
ported, treatment rendered at the
scene, and the emergency worker's
“ame in contrast other tags require
oy the patient’s name, treatment and
suspected injunes As asupplement to
a2 diagnosis some tags include a
siagram of the front and back of the
Tuman body for emergency workersto
indicate suspecled injunes

To insure that the patient’s personal
effects and other patientinformationis
cnordinated with the appropriate
oetient, many tnage tags are number
~ogded and have corresponding num-
ser coded tabs which may be 1orn off
and placed on personal property
gnvelopes These tabs may also be
.5ed for a totat casualty count

Toremain legible in adverse weather
conditions, some areas have devel-
cped or are using waterproof or
{‘ her resistant triage tags The
L, 2di-Band dgesigned by Precision
Sraphics 1s & highly reflective water
resistant wrist band The bands come

with a waterproof marking pen to wnite
patient information on the bana The
Speedi-Band (developed by the Emer-
gency Service Committee of the
Hospttat Council of Southern Cah-
tormia} has been designed to be used
alone or 1n conjunchion with the
Secureline triage tag also avallable
from Precision Graphwcs This single
color disaster tag uses smalier tabs
which indicate patien! prionty that may
be affixed to the front of the tag (See
Figure 3) it a tnage tag 1s not water
resistant, the patient s medicat pronty
may be marked on the forehead with a
grease pencil

Other considerations for tnage tags
are their ease n handling and the
method of attachment to the patient
Varicus rnethods, again, are employed
Many tags have a string which fnis
through a hole in the card and then
may he tied or looped around the
patients wnst or neck Some tags
such as the Mettag have a reinforced
hote to insure that the tag does not
become detached Other tagg employ
ptastic cable ties in which one end of
the tie fits aiito the other The San
Diego County Emergency Service Civit
Defense office has developed a tag
with a paper-covered wire calied
Twist N Tye (See Figqure 4}

A nughly reflective tag that 1s visible

In poor weather conditions Qr at mght
15 also an important consigeration
And in such conditions, very large
writing of the patient prionty is
beneficial when the color cannot be
determined as easily

Determining the type of triage tag
that best suits a particular community
15 not an easy task Whatever features
are chosen, however, emergency
personnel must be sure that the triage
tag s suitable for field use, easy to
handle, and easy to recognize Above
all, the triage tag shou!d clearly
communicate the patient’'s treatment
prionty so that the EMS system may
work as smoothly as possible and
provide elfective patient care n the
disaster situation

After learning what otheremergency
workers have included on ther triage
tags, you may want 10 incorporate
some features hsted in this articie into
your communtty's triage tag Apd
EMERGENCY PRODUCT NEWS
would like to know what features our
readers feel work taogether to make a
good triage tag Please fill out and
return the foltowing questionnaire, and
we will summarize your 1deas in a
tuture 1ssue Only through sharing
ideas for improvement can emergency
personnel enhance their pertormance
and increase EMS efficiency *



