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IDNDR Day Meetings

This section contains highlights of recommendations by local organizers and a
detailed record of reported IDNDR Day gatherings.

Conferences, seminars and other gatherings have been a regular feature of national IDNDR
Day celebrations for years. They can raise public awareness or be a forum for political advo-
cacy.

For the first time in 1995, the Secretariat sent out a call for roundtables that specifically
addressed the role of women and children in disaster mitigation. The aim was to gather local
recommendations and provide contacts, so that interested groups can follow up these issues
in 1996 and beyond. To facilitate the task, the Secretariat provided organizational guidelines,

presented examples and contacts in Stop Disasters, and provided a policy summary and
success stories based on a review of 40 references.

As a result, more gatherings (55) took place this year than before. They are listed below as
roundtables (r), seminars (s), conferences (c) and workshops {w). About two-thirds of these
gatherings focused on women and/or children. The remainder concentrated on natural haz-

ards or general issues about disaster mitigation.

Women and Children:

Disaster Victims or Forces for Change?

Roundtables address the issue

Among those groups most vuinerable to natural
disasters, women and children are often singled
out. Yet women and chiidren play an equally
important role: as forces for change. As part of
the 1995 IDNDR Day campaign, roundtables
were organized in many countries to explore
how these groups could reduce their own
vulnerability to disasters, and that of their com-
munities. “It is of fundamental importance to
reinforce policies that bring together families”,
said Viviana Londero, an ltalian civil protection
officer who spoke at a regional IDNDR Day
roundtable with participants from Italy, Slovenia
and Austria. “We must involve women and
children more and more at home, school and in
the working world”.

“Women and children are a resource for pre-
paredness and prevention”, said First Lady

Hillary Clinton during the US videoconference,
“Act Now” noting that such videoconferences
“can ensure that our communities have the
structures and relationships in place that will
support  preparedness”.

“Natural disasters like drought tend to affect
women and children more seriously than other
sectors of the population,” said W/ro Amarech
Bekalo, a local representative of women'’s affairs
in Ethiopia. “This segment of the population
needs special attention during disasters”.

Political advocacy

The most valuable IDNDR Day meetings ad-
dressing women ar children were those which
mobilized political commitment, sensitized very
specific groups, and set in motion a process for
future actions. “In Guatermala, no IDNDR Day
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activity was considered more important than this
roundtable”, said Helena Molin Valdes, the
IDNDR Regional Officer for Latin America and
the Caribbean. The meeting addressed the
“protective role of Guatemalan women in
disaster reduction” and featured Guatemala’s
First Lady and over 150 leaders of national and
local women’s groups, government offices and
NGOs.

in Iran, the IDNDR Day gathering included the
President’s daughter, high-level women in
government (including the
President’s adviser for
women’s affairs), members
from parliament, NGOs,
media, female professors
and representatives from
different religious groups.

NGO links

All roundtables emphasized
government - community

head of the civil protection office. Tunisia is afso
developing a handbook on disasters risks and
actions to take before, during and after disasters.

Guatemalans inaugurated a special institute to
follow up issues related to women and disasters.
The institute is building a network of emergency
management experts (such as the Red Cross, the
Fire Service and the National Emergency Com-
mittee) and women’s groups 10 address students,
teachers and families. They also plan to issue a
publication about the roundtable.

Iranians set up a “perma-
nent steering committee”
on the role of women in
reducing the impact of
earthquakes. The commit-
tee includes press advisors,

in the Dominican Republic, political advocacy
and awareness-raising went hand-in-hand in the
roundtable organized by the International
Research and Training institute for the Advance-
ment of Women (INSTRAW). Links between the
UN Women’s Conference in Beijing and the role
of women in disaster mitigation were examined
by the Red Cross, UNICEF, OAS, UNDP, local
women’s groups, educational centres, telecom-
munications, civil defense and forestry officials.

Outreach: a striking mix

Organizers interpreted the theme differently,
which meant that a striking mix of groups were
added. In Naples, Italy, educators were the main

focus. In the United Kingdom, it was on students.

in Jordan, a roundtable stressed cooperation
between different parts of government. In Peru
and Colombia, community groups for women
and children were emphasized. Peru also
incorporated the theme in a larger regional
conference (Huaraz, May 1995) which engaged
political leaders and disaster mitigation special-
ists. In northern ltaly, the focus was on Red Cross
and civil protection volunteers. In Athens, the
emphasis was on European academic and non-
profit institutions dealing with women'’s issues...

How countries are following up

Tunisia set up a commission with the National
Office for Civil Protection and a national Tuni-
sian women's organization and developed 2
programme for disaster awareness. “We followed
up the conferences {one on women, one on
children) with fruitful discussions and detailed
recommendations”, reported Moncef Belkir,

members of parliament,
NGOs, the Ministry of Health and others. They
are also issuing a brochure on women'’s
“unique” role in disaster mitigation and aware-
ness, based on a questionnaire used during the
roundtable. “We feef the meeting really made a
difference”, said Mchsen G. Ashtiany, head of
the International Institute of Earthquake Engi-
neering and Seismology.

Ethiopia has issued a bilingual publication
summarizing the discussions of a wide range of
community, national and international organiza-
tions {(government and NGO) focusing specifi-
cally on women and children. Peruvians in-
cluded presentations on women and children in
the Huaraz conference proceedings book.
Jordanians are issuing a handbook on the theme
to its citizens. The Athens roundtable published
political recommendations related to women
and disasters,

Recurrent recommendations

Some recommendations were clearly specific to
the hazard and the region. In drought-threatened
Ethiopia, for example, policies for wornen and
children emphasized sustainable agriculturai and
soil conservation practices.

Other themes were less area-specific. The
regional roundtable of Alpine countries consid-
ered post-traumatic stress disorder an important
subject when addressing women and children.
At the regional conference Huaraz, Peru, the
same theme emerged. Jane Mocellin, a Canadian
researcher, said that research on post-traumatic
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stress disorder for women is virtually “nonexist-
ent” and that “children’s reactions to disasters
have rarely been discussed”.

Systematic research on the impact of disasters on
women’s health and socioeconomic status was
recommended by the Athens meeting, which
focused on gender approaches to emergencies.

The need to sensitize educators and others in
frequent contact with children was stressed
often. Training to cope with emergencies should
be provided for those who supervise children,
concluded participants at the Argonne, USA
roundtable. in Ethiopia, participants suggested
focusing on orphanages, who often must take in
children after disasters.

The United Kingdom focused on teenagers at an
age where they are taking career decisions, and
felt it was an experience worth repeating. Tuni-
sians suggested that civil protection clubs be set
up in schools to attract volunteers, and to
organize “information days” for schools that
address area-specific disaster hazards.

All organizers expressed the need for more
public information materials, campaigns and
information centres. Public awareness cam-
paigns that take multilingualism and literacy
levels into account was stressed in places as
diverse as lran, Guatemala and Turusia. Many
also stressed the need to reach rural areas and
towns far away from a country’s major cities,
where activities most often take place.

Above all, every roundtable emphasized the
need for stronger links between government
and NGOs, particularly at community level.
NGOs can be a vehicie to mobilize women or
children. These groups, however, need to be
consulted 1n the early stages of project develop-
ment, and not simply asked to mobilize support-
ers to carry out various actions after decisions
have been made within governments.

For more information

1. Contact roundtable organizers directly. A list
follows of IDNDR Day roundtables. Most orga-
nizers have speakers’ papers, questionnaires,
tables, photos and other information. To contacts
organizers, see the contacts list at the end of this
report {arranged alphabetically by country).

2. Consult references produced for IDNDR Day.
Contact the IDNDR Regional Officer for Latin
Americas and the Caribbean for Bibliodes:
Women and children - key to prevention, an
annotated bibliography issued jointly by IDNDR
and the Pan-Amencan Health Organization for
IDNDR Day 1995. Contact the iDNDR Secre-
tariat the IDNDR Day Information Pack {(poli-
cies, contact ideas, references), Stop Disasters
issue 24 (contacts and ideas largely on women’s
issues) the Stop Disaster special publication
Learning About Natural Disasters {contacts are
listed at the bottom of each activity section).

3. University research. Two researchers produc-
ing a book on women and disasters have gath-
ered considerable research material. Contact:
Betty Hearn Morrow, Department of Sociology and
Anthropology, Flonda International University, Miami,
Florida 33199, USA, Tel: +1 305 348 2247, Fax; +1 305
348 3606, e-mail: 100036.2615@compuserve.com or
Elaine Enarson, 97 Bradfield Road, Lindfield, NSW
2070 Austraha, Tek +61 2 416 8155, e-mail:
100036.261 5@compuserve.com

The University of Natal, South Africa is develop-
ing workshop exercises on women and disasters.
Contact:

Astrid von Kotze, Department of Adult and Community
Education, University of Natal, Durban, South Afnca,
Fax: +27 31 260 11 68

4, Children’s educational materials. Most
national emergency management offices have
developed comic books, leaflets, colouring
books and learning materials about hazards.
These offices can be contacted directly. For
information about specific children’s materials
highlighted during IDNDR Day 1995, see the
section on National Campaigns earlier in this
report.
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Meetings List

Australia

Glenside, 12 September, “Hazard-Wise Saves Lives” (s}
Emergency Management Australia, the South Australian
State Disaster Commitiee and the Australian National
Unuversity, Centre for Resource and Environmental
Studies

Target audience: disaster reduction experts, journalists

Mackay, 11 - 12 October, Severe Weather Seminar
IDNDR National Committee and Queensland State
Emergency Service

Target audience: disaster research experts, journalists

Austria

Vienna, 11 October, “Women and Children - Key to
Prevention” (r)

iDNDR National Committee

Target audience: Austrian journalists

Chile

Santiago, 11 October, “Disasters, Development and
Environment” (s}

National Emergency Office, interior Ministry

Colombia

Bogota, 1 October, “Women and Children - Priority in
Dhisaster Mitigation” (r)

National Systern for the Prevention and Attention to
Disasters, Bienestar Familiar and the Colombian Red
Cross

Target audience: mothers at community level

Bogota, 7 - 8 November, Meeting of Education Commis-
sions {(c)

National System for the Prevention and Altention to
Disasters

Target audience: educauon secretaries representing the
capital city districts and municipality

Bucaramanga, 16 October, “Women and Children - Key
Priority 1n Disaster Mitigation” (s)

Disaster Prevention Studies Centre, University of
Santander

Target audience’ postgraduate students of the university

Costa Rica

San jose, 10 October, "Community Organization in
Disaster Reduction: Emphasis on Women’s and
Children’s Participation” {r)

IDNDR National Committee and the Autonomous
University of Central America

Targel audience: representatives from the IDNDR
office, the Presidency of the Republic, the National
Emergency Commission, Ministry of Health and
Education

San josé, 11 October, “Women and Children - Key to
Prevention” (r)

IDNDR National Committee and the University of Costa
Rica

Target authence: students and teachers of the university

Dominican Republic

Santo Domingo,11 October, “Priority of Women and
Children in Disaster Mitigation”

UN International Research and Training Institute for the
Advancement of Women

Target audience: representatives of governmental
offices and of the Dominican Red Cross

Greece

Athens, 1 December, “The Role of Women and Children
in Disaster Prevention” {c)

National Earthquake Planning and Protection Organiza-
tion/Emergencies Research Centre (National Committee)
Target audience: social scientists and policy makers

Athens, 4 - 7 july, Gender Approach towatds Emergency
Situations: Women'’s Realities {c)

Mediterranean Women’s $tudies Centre

Target audience: disaster experts, physicians, journalists

Guatemala

Guatemnala-City, 11 October,The Protective Role of
Guaternalan Women in Disaster

Reduction (s)

The National Commuttee for Emergencies

Target audience National and local women’s organiza-
tions

India

New Delhi, 11 QOctober, “Women and Children in
Disasters” (1)

The National Centre for Disaster Management

Target audience: scientists, adminustratars, planners,
social workers, representatives from UN organizations
and NGOs

Ongole, 11 October, “Women and Children - Key to
Prevention” (c)

The Praksam District Disaster Reduction Coordination
Centre

Target audience: representatives from Government
departments, district admunistration, NGOs

Nagpur, 12 October, “Women and Children - Key to
Prevention” {r}
The Institute for Disaster Reduction and Manhagement

Rae Bareli, 11 October, “The Role of Women and
Children in Natural Disaster Reduction” {r)

Mahila Udyamita Vikas (women’s association)

Target audience: college lecturers, high-court advacates
and college students
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Barasat, 11 October, “The Role of Women in Disaster
Preparedness” (s)

indian Public Health Association West Bengai Branch
Target audience: community authorities

Iran

Tehran, 11 October, “Women’s Role on Earthquake
Hazard Reduction and Preparedness “ {r)

International Institute of Earthquake Engineering

Target audience High-leve! government officials,
influential community members, experts in the fields of
earthquake engineering, education, psychology,
sociology, mass media, communication sciences,
representatives from governmental and non - govern-
mental organizations and from women’s groups

Italy

Trieste, 11 October, “Women and Children - Natural
Elements in Calamity Prevention” (1)

The Adnan Alps Community, Region of Friuli-Venezia
Giulia

Target audience: Lead:ing scientists from several Italian
regions, Sloverma and Hungary. Red Cross volunteers,
cwvil protection volunteers and volunteers of the
National Alpine Association

Naples, 11 October,”The Role of the School for Preven-
tion” {c)

Limversity of Naples

Target audience: representatives from Naples’ schools
and from the university, civil engineers, journalists.
geologists

Jordan

Amman, 11 October, “Women and Children - Key to
Prevention” {s)

Department for Civil Defense in cooperation with the
Ministry of Health/Education

Mongolia

Ulaanbaatar, 11 October, “Natural Disaster Manage-
ment and Warning Systems” (w)

IDNDR Focal Point

Target audience local organizations dealing with the
1ssue

Nepal

Kathmandu, 11 October, Scientific Seminar an “Preven-
tion of Natural Disasters: Challenges to Scientific
Communities in Nepal” {s)

IDNDR National Committee

Target audrence: Geosciemtists, hydrologists and
engineers

Nicaragua

Managua, 12 QOctober, Symposium on Natural Disasters
Civil Defense, the Mimistry of Education, the Nicara-
guan institute for Technological Studies and Partners for
the Americas

Target audience. students and professors of the univer-
sity

Managua, 5 October, Workshop on”School Prepared-
ness” {w)
Partners for the Americas

Panama
2-5 October, Civil Protection seminar
Target audience’ officials of the Presidential Office

9 October, “The Importance of the Legal Framework of
Disasters” (c)
Target audience: officials from the Ministry of Health

10 October, “Information Management inn Case of
Disasters” (s)
Target audience: journalists and journalism students

14 Qctober, Civil Protection seminar
Target audience- staff members of the office of the First
Lady

16 October, Conference on the development of risk
maps

Target audhence: disaster coordinators of metropolitan
heaith centres

17 October, “Civil Protection and Disasters” (c)
Target audience: training coordinators of the Ministry of
Justice

19 October, “Civil Protection and Disasters” {c}
Target audience: directors of the Ministry for Housing

25 October, “Building a Culture of Prevention” {c)
Target audience: local nstitutions of

27 October, Conference on the development of risk
maps
Target audience: officials of the Mimistry of Health

Peru

Huaraz, 29 May - 1 June, “Vulnerable Groups: Women
and Children - Key Priority in Disaster Mitigation” (c)
The National Insttute for Civil Defense and the
Natienal Geophysical Institute

Piura, 1 September, “Women and Children - Key to
Prevention” (s)

Piura Civil Defense

Target audience: members of the local mother's club
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Lima, 11-12 September, “Seminar on the National
Database for the Prevention and Mitigation of Disas-
ters”

Luna Civil Defense

20 September, “Women as Key to Disaster Prevention”
{n
30 September, “Children as Key to Disaster Prevention
(r

Target audience: regional Civil Defense directorates

”

Lima, 20 September, Conference on Civil Defense

Lima, 21 September, Roundtable of the IDNDR Na-
tional Committee and Scientific and Technologcal
Council

National Institute for Civil Defense

25-28 September, “Prevention in Education Centres” (1)
Morth-East region of Maraiién, Chicltayo, Chachapoyas,
Cajamarca

Lima, 27 September, “The Importance of Women in
Disaster Prevention” {(c)
Lima Civil Defense

28 September, “Disaster Management” {s)
Piura Civil Defense

29 September, “Disaster Prevention” (s)
Arequipa Civil Defense

30 September, “Environmental Sanitation - Planning
Methods and Risk Management” {c)
Peruvian Centre of Sanitary Engineering

1 October,“Prevention of Natural Disasters” (r)
Piura Civil Defense

4 October, “Dhisaster Prevention”
Piura University and Pira Civil Defense

6-7 October, “Journalism and ns role in Civil Defense
activities”
Arequipa Civil Defense

Chosica, 11 October, “Women and Children - Key to
Prevention” {1}

Predes (Centre for Studies and the Prevention of
Disasters)

Target audience: Peruvian women and children,
community teachers and principals

San Marino

San Marino, 8 - 9 December, “Gender Approaches in
Emergency Situations: Women’s Realities” (c)

Ministry of Health

Target audience: Public health experts, disaster experts,
sociologists

Tunisia

Turiis, 11 October, “Participation of Women in Disaster
Prevention”

and “Children’s Role and Awareness in Disaster
Prevention” (1)

Department for Civil Protection

Target audience: Government departments and
women’s associations

United Kingdom

London, 6 October, “Preventing Natural Disasters - The
Role of Risk Control and

Insurance” (s)

IDNDR National Committee and the Sedgwick Group
Target audience: insurers, re-insurers, risk control
consultants, scientists and researchers exploring the
impacts of natural hazards related to insurers concerns

USA

Argonne (L), 11 October, “Women and Emergency
Preparedness” {r)

Argonne National Laboratory, US Department of Energy
Target audience: employees of the Argonne National
Laboratory

Venezuela

Caracas, 11 October, “Women and Children - Key
Prionty in Disaster Mitigation” (c)

National Commussion of Civil Defense

Target audience: high-level officials from public and
private institutes, Government departments, NGOs

Zaire

Kinshasa, 11 October, “Women and Children in
Disaster Stuations” {r)

Associations for Victims of Natural Disasters
Target audience' schools, army unils, women'’s
associations
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Media Coverage

Highlights of media coverage follow, including wire services, newspapers,
radio, tv, newsletters, journals and electronic services.

Media coverage was the collective result of local, national and international organizers.
Press releases were issued by the IDNDR Secretariat, the World Meteorological Organization,
and many national and local organizers. Press conferences were arranged in Geneva by the
Secretariat and by several National Committees and roundtable organizers. It was also an-
nounced in New York by the UN Secretary General’s spokesperson.

A number of international organizations and national disaster management institutes issued
announcements in journals and newsletters about IDNDR Day. Special newspaper supple-
ments and TV coverage were arranged in advance by several National IDNDR Committees.
Resuits reported to the Secretariat included roughly 200 newspaper articles. Newspaper
supplements appeared in India, Peru and Colombia. Radio coverage was both international
and local, featuring interviews with IDNDR staff members and national disaster experts (con-
tacts usually via the national committees). TV stations mostly broadcast videos prepared in
advance about natural hazards and in-country mitigation work. Some also broadcast special
videos for children, messages by leading political figures, roundtable results or the IDNDR
children’s booklet.

Wire Services
Agence France Presse, EFE (Spanish), ANSA

(Italian), Associated Press (to 10,000 daily and

weekly newspapers, radio stations and TV
networks), Swiss Telegraphic Agency, United

Press International, Deutsche Presse Agentur ali

issued reports,

Newspapers

A reference list of articles reported to the Secretariat

appear in chronological order.

Articles
- 22 August:
Llano 7 Dias, Colombia
En Octubre “temblara” Villavo
6 October:
Cambio, Mexico
Invita a celebrar el D.L.C.D
Mujeres y Nifios: son la Clave para la Prevencién
7 Octaber:
Le Monde, France
Awis de gros temps sur la planéte
Quetztal en Texmelucan, Mexico
Dia Mundral para la Reduccién de los Desastres
Naturales
10 October:
Llano 7 Dias, Colombia
Preparese para el “temblor”

La Patria, Colombia

Dia Internacional de la Reduccion de Desastres
La Tarde, Colombia

Comenzé semana de Prevencion

11 October;

Neue Ziircher Zeitung, Switzerland

Stetige Zunahme der Nalurkatastrophen

El Pais, Spain

Los desastres naturales causaron mis de 16.000
muertes en ef aiio pasado

Sidwaya, Burkina Faso

Pour une culture de la prévention

The Pioneer, India

international Day for Natural Disaster Reduction
La Republica, Uruguay

El hombre, el cupable de las catastrofes
Anuncios fatalistas para fines de siglo

El clima en pie [e guerra con el mundo

Correio da manha, Portugal

Potugal preparado para as catéstrofes

Didrio de Noticias,Portugal

Lisboa previne catistrofes

O Dia, Portugal

Dia Inernacional para a Preven¢do das Catastrofes
Naturais

O Primeiro de }aneiro, Portugat

Dia da prevengio de catistrofes naturais assinalado
hoje em Lishoa

Et Colombiano, Colombia

Dia Mundsal de la Prevencién de Desastres
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La Patria, Colombia

La tragedia dio incoa las investigaciones

12 Qctober:

Lubecker Nachrichten, Germany

Kreuzzug gegen die Naturgewalten

La Presse, Tunisia

Améliorer les mécanismes et les réflexes d'alerte
Le Renouveau, Tunisia

Une stratégie avant-gardiste visant & protéger le
citoyen et les richesses nationales

Les inondations, principal nsque en Tunisie

El Sol de Puebia, Mexico

Simulacro para salvar a 82 Pasajeros de Aeronale en
Peligro; Ayer en Huejolzingo

Correio da Manha, Portugal

Avenidas novas sac as mais perigosas

A Capital, Portugal

Simulacdo de sisme “provoca” 500 mortos
Diario de Noticias, Portugal

Lisboa defende-se

13 October:

Il Mattino, ltaly

Tra 1 banch) si impara a salvare la pelle

El Espectador, Colombia

“Pollogia” de Desastres

14 October:

Quetztal en Huejotzingo, Mexico

Espectular Simulacro en el Aeropuerto

Tehran Times, Iran

UN for allocation of more funds to prevent disaster
The Island Sun, British Virgin Islands

Message by His Excellency the Governor for IDNDR
Day

15 Octaber:

Bifd am Sonntag, Germany

Die 100 Tage der Katastrophen

Ustin Diario, Dominican Republic

Analizan rol mujeres prevencion desastres

17 October

La Opinion, Mexico

2 Muertos y 8 Hertdos en Accidente aéreo en
Huejotzingo

19 October:

Stiddeutsche Zeitung, Germany

£in wahres Katastrohen-Jahr

During September and Qctober:

in Australia, 24 newspapers published 37 articles on
IDNDR Day and on natural disaster reduction.
2 December:

Manila Bulletin, Philippines

Forecasting climate in our planet

Newspaper Supplements:

12 August:

El Comercio, Peru

Prevenir para evitar la emergencia

11 October.

80 Indian newspapers 1ssued a supplement to
promote IDNDR Day and the Indfan activities for

disaster reduction.

September to November

Various Peruvian newspapers 1ssue extensive
supplements which featured natural hazard aware-
ness, IDNDR and the Civil Defense.

The BVI Beacon, British Virgin Islands

IDNDR newspaper supplement, including messages
from the Deputy Governor, the National Disaster
Coordinator,Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response
Agency

Radio and TV coverage

11 and 12 October:

IDNDR Director Dr. Olavi Elo gave interviews for
Radio Vatican, Swiss Overseas and National Public
Radio (Washington D.C.} in English and for the BBC
Radio in English and Finmish. On 12 October, BBC
Radio interviewed the Costa Rican Ambassador
(Chairman of the IDNDR Core Group) in Spanish.
Radio Vatican transmutted an interview given by an
{DNDR Secretanat staff member in English, French
and ltalian;

The German Radio Stations “Norddeutscher
Rundfunk” and “Sender Freies Berlin” broadcast
interviews given by an IDNR Secretariat staff
member.

Radio 74 in Geneva, Switzerland announced the
cefebration of the Day and the booklet in the
morning broadcast.

Swiss Romande TV announced in their regional news
the Day and showed children of a local school in
Fribourg with the Children’s Booklet.

The Federal Emergency Management Agency
broadcast by its Emergency Education Network a
videoconference throughout the USA. The title of the
session was Act Now: Disaster Preparedness and Fire
Prevention,

Radio stations 1n Burkina Faso broadcast information
about the IDNDR Day and about IDNDR 1n general.
China Central Television broadcast a special
programme for children on disaster reduction and a
videa about natural disaster mitigation work in
China, including a historical perspective.

The Governor of the British Virgin Islands gave a
radio address

Two Greek TV channels broadcast a roundiable
discussion on the Day theme during 27.11 10 1.12

11 Australian radio stations transmitted 24 an-
nouncements and interviews for IDNDR Day
between 12 September and 17 October.

Nepal Radio and Television broadcast a radio
message by the Minster of the Interior and a TV
conference on “Disaster Management in Nepal”,
The Austrian Broadcasting Company interviewed the
Charman of the National Committee for one of its
radio programmes.

The nauonal jamaican TV channel broadcast an
address by the Vice Charr of the Scientific and
Technical Committee and a programme on disaster
mitigation measures.
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The Mongolian National Committee organized five
radio broadcasts and two TV programmes on disaster
prevention,

Jordan TV transrmitted a programme on emergency
measures.

Iranian TV broadcast a programme on the work of
IDNDR, a children’s movie on natural disaster
reduction and an interview with the Deputy Minister
for Coordination of Development Affairs.

October

Argonne National Laboratory: Argonne News, USA
Goodkind to lead of a round table talk on Natural
Disasters Awareness Day 1995

DPI Update, United Nations

international day for Natural Disaster Reduction
IDNDR Informs - Bulletn for Latin America and the
Caribbean, Costa Rica

Editorial: October 11 1995, International Day for
Disaster Reduction. Women and Children, Key to

Newsletters/Journals Prevention
. , . Predes: Prevenci6n de desastres, Peru
A list of announcements in chronological order - ;
follows Mujeres y Nifios Clave de la Prevencidn
) PAHO: Disasters - Preparedness and Mitigation in
the Americas
May Review of publications: Learning About Natural

Predes: Prevencién de Desastres, Peru

introduction to this year’s therne and the Yokohama
Strategy and Plan of action

July

PAHO. Disasters-Preparedness and Mitigation in the
Americas

Celebrate IDNDR Day

August

ICDO, Switzerland

Celebrate the International Day for Natural Disaster
Reduction

SA-READ: Newsletter on Emergencies and Disaster
Mitigation in Southern Africa

Focus on IDNDR

FEMA Newsletter, USA

FEMA Plans for Disaster Dray on October 11
EMERGENCY: Newsletter of the Institute of Cvil
Defense and Disaster Studies; United Kingdom
Celebrate the International Day for National Disaster
Reduction!

September

Natural Hazards Observer, USA

A Book for IDNDR Day...October 11, 1995
Caribbean Disaster Emergency Response Agency:
Caribbean Disaster News

“Women and Children - Key to Disaster Prevention”
European Council of International Schools: News-
letter, United Kingdom

New Publication from the United Nations

Defensa Civil, Peru

Cronograma de activcidades por el dia del DIRDN
en el Perg, 1995

Disasters - Games and Projects for You and Your
Friends

Emergency: the official journal of Queensland
Emergency Services, Australia

Cyclone odds shortening

Mackay Semmar

QLS5 gets its message across

Poster campaign

Rettungsdienst: Journal for first-aid medication,
Germany

Internationaler Tag zur Reduktion naturlicher
Katastrophen 95

December

Crosslines, Switzerland

Learning about Natural Disasters

Protezione Civile ltaliana, ltaly

Donne e bambini come chiave di prevenzione
Proteccion Civil: Journal of Spanish Cwil Protection
Dia Internacional para la Reduction de los Desastres
Naturales

Flectronic Services

September

Associvile: Special Events - Meeting and News:
Celebrate the international day for natural disaster
reduction

Natural Hazards Observer: A Book for IDNDR
Day...October 11, 1995

11 October

Dept. of Public Information:

Datly Press Briefing of office of spokesman for
Secretary-General
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Contacts

Below are the contact details (aiphabetically by country} of contributors to this report.

Algeria

Croissant Rouge Algérian
Dr. M. Chader

15 Boulevard Mohamed V
Alger

Tel: +213 267 57 27/28

Andorra

Secretaria d’Estat de Medi Ambient
Ms Lydia Megallon Font

Govern d’Andorra

Argentina

Ministerio de Defensa

Dr. Nicholas Gonzales

Director Nacional de Defensa Civil
Balcarce 362, 4to piso

1064 Buenos Awres

Tel: +54 1343 4501

Fax: +54 1334 0057

Ministerio de Salud y Action Social
Secretaria de Salud

Dr. Oscar Romero, Director
Buenos Aires

Australia

Emergency Management Australia
IDNDR Natonal Committee

Mr. Trevor Hatchard

Northbourne House

6th Floor, Room 15

219 Nourthbourne Avenue

Turner ACT 2601

Tel- +61 6 266 5408

Fax: +61 6 257 1490

Austria

Institut fiir Meteorologie und
Geophysik

Universitat Graz

IDNDR National-Komitee
Prof. Dr.S.J Bauer
Halbaerthgasse 1

8010 Graz

Tel. +43 316-3806/5255...5263
Fax +43316-384091

Bangladesh

Int. University of Business
Agriculture and Technology
4, Embankment Drive Road
Sector 10, Uttara Model Town
Dhaka 1230

British Virgin Islands

Office of Dhsaster Preparedness
Mr. Donovan Gentles

BVI Government

3 Wailing Rd., MacNamara,

Road Town, Tortola

Tel: +1 809 494 4499/4 4979/4 3701
Fax: +1 809 494 2024

Burkina Fago

IDNDR Focal Point

Comité National de Secours d'Urgence
et de Réhabilitation

UNDP Burluna Faso

Immeuble des Nations Unies Koulouba
OI BP 575 Quagadougou

Tel: +226 3067 62/64

Fax: +226 3104 70

Canada

IDNDR National Committee
Ms, Kathy Riikonen
Secretariat

225 Metcalfe Street, Suite 308
Ottawa (Ontario) K2P 1P9
Tel- +1 613 991 6990

Fax: +1 613 991 6996

Chile

Oficina Nacional de Emergencia
Ministerio del Interior Repiblica de Chile
Ms Carmen Fernandez Gibbs

Direccién Beaucheff 1637

Santiago

Tel- +56 2 6718 333

Fax: +56 2 6894 (94

Hydrological and Oceanograpluc Services
Capt. Hugo Gorziglia

Errazuriz 232, Valparaiso

Tel- +56 32 282697

Fax: +56 32 283537

China

IDNDR Nationa] Committee

China Association of Disaster Prevention
Mr. Xu Houde

PO Box 631

Beijing 10020

Tel: +86 1 020 20 017

Fax: +86 1020 28 617

Colombia

Ministerio de Gobierno

Mr. Anuar Yaver Cortes

Direccién Nacional para la Prevencion
y Atencién de Desastres

Calle 26, No. 13- 19, piso 26

Santafé de Bogota

Tel +57 1 283 4966

Fax: +57 1 286 0485

Cruz Roja Colombiana

Mr. Walter Ricardo Cottew
Director Soccoro Nacional
Avda. 68 No 66-31

AA 1110

Santafé de Bogota

Tel: +57 1 2506611

Fax. +57 191 2319208

University of Santander

Disaster Prevention Studies Centre
{CEPADE)

Bucaramanga

Fax: +57 22 6831

Czech Republic

Dr. Dana Prochazkova
Plickova 565

14500 Praha 4

Egypt

IDNDR National Comimttee
Dr. Aly A. Hebeish, President
Academy of Scientific
Research and Technology
101, Kasr El-Eini Street

Cairo

Fax: +20 2 356 28 20

Ethiopia

IDNDR Focal Point
Mr. Melaku Ayalew
P.O. Box 5686
Addis Ababa

Tel: +251 3011
Fax: +251 5147 88

Fiji

IDNDR National Committee
Mr. Luke Ratuvuki

National Disaster Controller
P.0.Box 2100

Government Buildings, Suava
Tel: +679 314 843, 304 200
Fax: +679 302 585, 303 256

Germany

Deutsches IDNDR-Komitee fiir
Katastrophenvorbeugung

c/o Deutsches Rotes Kreuz

Ms Susanne Reif, Promotion Officer
Friedrich-Ebert-Allee 71

53111 Bonn

Tel: +49 228 541 257

Fax' +49 228 541 303

Chirurgische Poliklinik
Universitiit Ttibingen

Prof. Dr. Bernd Domres
Hoppe-Seyler-Str. 3

72076 Tubingen

Tel.: +49 7071 296680/296682
Fax- +49 7071 295600

Greece

IDNDR National Committee
Mr. N. Petropoulos

226 Mesogeion Street
Cholargos, Athens

Tel: +3016519 899
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Greece (cont)

Mediterranean Women's Studies Centre
Ms Ketty Lazaris

115, Harilaou Trikoupi

114 73 Athens

Tel: +30 3813968

Fax: +30 38 15660

Guatemala

IDNDR National Committee

Colonel Marco Antulio Fuentes Maldonado
Coordinador General

Comité Nacional de Emergencia

Avenida Hincapie 21.72, Zona 13

01013 Guatemala-City

Tel: +502 32 6003/32 1189

Fax: +502 32 6716

Holy See

IDNDR Focal Point

Pontificium “Consilium Cor Unum”
Msgr. Ivan Marin

Palazzo San Calisto

00120 Citta del Vaticano

Tel: +39 6 698 87331

Fax +396 698 87301

India

IDNDR Focal Point

Mr. Sunt Sud

Joint Secretary, Natural Disasters
Managenment

Minustry of Agriculture and Cooperation
Krishi Bhavan

New Delhi, 110 001

Tel+9111384902

Fax: +9111384555

Joint Assistance Cenitre

Mr. N.K Jain, Director

G 17/3 DLF Qutab Enclave Phase 1
Gurgaon 122002, Haryana

Tel +91 124 352141

Fax: +91 124 35 13 08

{ndian Public Health Association
Mr. Mukhopadhyay

110, Chittaranjan Avenue
Calcuita - 700 973

Tel: +91 33 241 3831

Fax: +91 33 241 1859

Government of India

Ministry of Hoine Affairs
National Civil Defense College
Mr K.M. Nandyal, Director
61/1, Civil Lines

Nagpur - 440 001

Tel: +91 712 531614

Institute for Disaster Reduction and
Management

“Shri Ganesh”

Mr. Nilu Chaudhari

26, Daga Lay-Out, North Ambazari Road
Nagpur - 440 010

Tel- +91 712 532911

Fax. +91 712 521858

The Praksam District Disaster Reduction
Centre

MIGH-29

Housing Board Colony

Ongole-523 002 AP

Tamizhosai Radio Youth and Science
Forum

Mr K. Gounasegar

20, Kailash Nagar

(Tagour Nagar 5th Cross East)
Pakkamudayanpet

Pondicherry - 605 008

Mahila, Udyamitavikas, Kaylan, Evan
Siksha Sasnthan

Mrs Padmajmisra

L-1i-126

Jawaharvihar Colony

Rae Bareli U.P- 229001

Iran (Islamic Republic of)
IDNDR National Committee
Ministry of the Interior
Islamic Republic of Iran
Tehran

Fax: +98 21 613 12 166

United Nations Information Centre
Mr Iftikhar Al

BO. Box 15837 - 4557

185 Ghaemmagham Farahani St.
Tehran

Fax +9 821 204 4523

International Institute for Earthquake
Engineering and Seismology

Mr. Mohsen Ghafory Ashtiany
P.O.Box 19395/3913

Tehran

Tel- +98 21 275484

Fax. +98 21 437 8732

Italy

Mr. Armando Mauro
via F. Petrarca 93/9
80123 Naples

Tel- +39 81 575 5423
Fax: +3981 575 5423

Regione Fruli-Venezia Giulia

Direz. Regionale della Protezione Civile
Dr. Guido Bulfone, Director

Trieste

Fax: +39432 929 114

Jamaica

Office of Disaster Preparedness
and Emergency Management
Ms. Patricia Jacobs

12 Camip Road

Kingston

Tel. +1 809 928 51114

Fax. +1 809 928 5503 /928 8763

Jordan

Jordan Civil Defence

Mr. Mahmoud AL-Abbadi
Disasters Department
PO Box 1050

Amman

Fax:+962 6 667717

The Former Yugoslav Republic of
Macedonia

IDNDR National Committee

Prof. Dr. Dimitar Jurukovski

Institute of Eathquake Engineering and
Engineering Sersmology

University “St. Cyril and Methodius”

73, Salvador Alijende Str.

PO Box 101, 91000 Skopje

Malaysia

United Nations Development Programme
Mr. Ameerah Haq

PO Box 12544

50782 Kuala Lumpur

Tel: +60 3 255 9122/9133

Fax: +60 3 255 2870

Mexico

IDNDR National Committee

Secretaria de Gobernacion

Direccion General de Protecccion Civil
Direccion de Concentration Sectorial
Mr Arturo Vilchis

Bucareli No.99, 2nd fleor

Col. Juarez, 06699 Mexica,D E

Tel: +525592 09 46

Fax: +525 566 53 97

Sociedad Mexicana de Medicina de
Urgencias y Desastres, A.C.

Mr, Raul Juarez Herrera

Francisco I. Madero Sur 207

C.P 74050

San Martin Texmelucan, Pue

Tel +52 22 912 484 4974

Mongolia

1IDNDR Focal Point

Dr.Ts Adyasuren

Mmistry of Nature and Environment
Khudaldaany Gudjami 5

Ulaanbaatar 11

Tel +9761 321 401

Fax: +976 1 329619

Nepal

Mumstry of Home
Mr N P, Bhattarai
Singha Durbar
Kathmandu

Fax: +977 1 221699

New Zealand

The Director

Ministry of Civil Defense
P.O Box 5010, Wellington
Tel: +64 4 473 7363

Fax: +64 4 473 7369
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Nicaragua

Estado Mayor Nacional de Defensa Civil
Aptdo Postal 2955

Managua

Tel- +505 2 73189

Fax: +5052 72 258

Niue

Nieu Police Department
Mr. Neil L. Adams
P.O.Box 61

Alofi

Tel: +693 4333

Fax. +693 4324

Oman

Muscate Private School
PO.Box 1031

112 Ruwi

Tel: +968 56 5550

Fax. +968 56 0957

Panama

IDNDR Nationa! Committee

Dr. Velasquez Arango, Director General
Ministerio di Gobierno y Justicia
Sistema Nacional de Proteccién Civil
Direccién Genera}

Apartando Postal 6-7297

El Dorade

Tel: +507 232 5057 /5059

Fax: +507 2325128

Peru

IDNDR National Committee

Mr. Carlos Tafur

Jele del Instituto Nacional de Defensa Civil
Esq. Calle 1y 21

Urbanizacién Corpac, Lima

Tel +51 14 224 2358

Fax: +51 14 224 3349

Predes (Centro Estudios y Prevencién de
Desastres)

Jr. Martin de Porras No. 159

San [sidoro, Lima 27

Fax: +51 423410

Portugal

IDNDR Focal Point

Mr. Armando Taborda

Servigio Nacional de Protegio Civil
Av. da Republica, 2-5

Lisboa 1050

Tel: +352 27 45

Fax: +351 13521809

Russian Federation

National Commussion of Russian
Federaton

for [IDNDR

103012 Moscow

Teatralny proezd, 3

Tel.: +7 095924 84 10/926 3553/926 37 38
Fax +70959752363

San Marino

San Marino Conferences

Dicastero Saniti e Sicurezza Sociale
'Via Scialoja CAILUNGO

47031 Rep. San Marino

Tel: +378 994535

Fax: +378 903706

Senegal

Croix-Rouge Sénégalaise

Mr. Abdoul Aziz Diallo
Boulevard Franklin Roosevelt
Dakar

Tel: +221 23 3992

Fax: +221 22 5369

Solomon Islands

IDNDR National Committee

Mr. Randall Biliki

National Disaster Management Office
FP.O.Box G.11, Honiara

Tel: +677 23 662

Fax: +677 23 661

Solomon Islands Red Cross Society
Secretary General

P.O. Box 187, Honiara

Tel: +677 22 682

Fax: +15677 252 99

South Africa

Department of Foreign Affairs
Mr. Ulrich Ruch

Pretoria

Fax: +2712 351 1654

St. Lucia

Secretariat for Human Development
and Welfare

Mr. Steve Solomon

PO.Box 1105

Port of Spain

Trinidad and Tobago

Tel: +1 809 625 3562

Fax- +1 809 623 6987

Switzerland

IDNDR Comité Nationat

Prof. Ch Emmenegger

Service hydrologique et géologique
natjonal

3003 Bern

Tel: +41 31324 77 63/58

Fax: +4131 32476 81

Thailand

Department of Local Administration
Mr. C. Chayabutra

Asadang Road

Banghok 10200

Tunisia

Interior Ministry

Office of Civil Protection
Mr Moncef Belkhir

Tunis

Turkey

IDNDR National Committee

Mr. Oktay Erguinay, General Director
Ministry of Public Works and Settlement
General Directorate of Disaster Affairs
Ekisenir Yolu 10 km

Lodumilu, Ankara

Tel: +90 312 287 36 45

Fax: +90 312 287 89 24

United Kingdom

UK National Co-ordination Committee
for IDNDR

Mr. Tony Eades, Manager

The Royal Academy of Engineering
29 Great Peter Street

Westminster, London

Tel. +44 171 222 2688

Fax: +44 171 233 0054

United States of America

U 5. Geological Survey

Mr. Robert Hamilton

Office of Earthquakes, Volcanoes and
Engineering

Reston, Virginia

Tel +1703 648 6717

Fax: +1 703 748 6592

FEMA - Preparedness, Training
and Exercise Directorate

Mr. Ralph Swisher

Tel: +1 202 646 3561

Fax: +1 202 646 4371

Argonne National Laboratory
Mrs Caroline L. Herzenberg
9700 South Cass Avenue
Argonne, Iliinois 60439

Tel: +1-708-252-3026

Fax: +1-708-252-3379

Partner for the Americas

Ms. Marsha McKay, Assistant Director
Emergency Preparedness Programme
1424 K Styeet, NW # 700

Washinghton DC

Fax: +1 202 628 3306

Uruguay

IDNDR National Committee
Direccién General de 1a Salud
Ministeno de Salud Publica
Avenida 18 de julio 1892
Montevideo

Vanuatu

IDNDR Natiopai Committee

Mr. Knox Kalkaua, Director

National Disaster Management Office
Police Headquarters

Private Mail Bag 014

Port Vila

Tel: +67823 745

Fax. +678 22 800
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Venezuela IDNDR Regional Office for UN Environment Programme
Comision Nacional de Defensa Civil Latin America and the Carihbean UNEP Nairobi

Mr. Angel R. Freytez, Director Mrs. Helena Molin Valdés Youth Officer

Ministerio de Relaciones Interiores P.O. Box 37451000 P.O. Box 30552

Los Chaguaramos, Caracas San José Nairobi

Tel: +582 662 3205/662 1542 Costa Rica Kenya

Vietnam

IDNDR National Committee

H.E. Mr. Nguyen Canh Dinh, Minister
of Water Resources

21 Lo Su Street, Hanoi

Tel: +84 4 254060/253695

Fax: +84 4 252065

Zaire

Association des Victimes des
Calamités Naturelles

Mr Mukumati Ndjate

Siége social

Kinshasa B.P. 3343
KIN-GOMBE

Zimbabwe

Zimbabwe Red Cross Society
Red Cross House

4th floor, 98 Cameron Street
Harare

Tei: +263 72 46 53/72 46 54
Fax: +263 7517 39

Regional/Interregional contributors

Asian Disaster Preparedness Centre
{ADPC)

Ms Gunilla Gustafs

Information QOfficer

Bangkok, Thailand

Fax: +66 2 524 5360

DHA Regional Office for Latin America
and the Caribbean

Mr. Ricardo Mena

Av. de los Shyris 1240y Portugal

Edif. Albatros, Ofic.504

Quite, Ecuador

Tel: +593 2 469 810

Fax: +593 2 469 810

Economic and Social Commission
for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP)
UN Building

Avenue Rajadamnern

Bangkok 10200

Thailand

Tel: +506 257 21 41
Fax: +506 267 21 39

International Federation of Red Cross
and Red Crescent Societies

Regional Delegation for Southern Af-
rica

Dr. Ailsa Holloway, Regional Advisor,
Disaster Preparedness

3 Allan Wilson Avenue

Belgravia

Harare, Zimbabwe

Tel: +263 4 720 315

Fax: +263 4 732 625

Pan American Health Organization
(PAHO/WHO)

Dr. Claude De Ville de Goyet

Director

Emergency Preparedness and Disaster
Relief Coordination Program

Ms. Liz Stonaker

Editor

Disaster Preparedness and Mitigation in
the Americas (PAHO)

525 Twenty-Third Street, N.W.
Washington D.C. 200372895, USA

Tel: +1 202 861 60 96

Fax: +1 202 775 4578

UN Department for Public Information
Mrs. Renata Saraceno

[nformation Service

Palajs des Nations

1211 Geneva 10

Switzerland

UN Development Programme

Ms. Katica Cekalovic, Resident Represen-
tative

P.O.Box 1107

Asuncion, Paraguay

Tel: +1 595 021 444 325

Fax: +1 595 021 493 025/026/027

Fax: +254 222 6890

UN High Commissioner for Refugees
Palais des Nations

94, rue de Montbrillant/15, chemin Louis
Dunand -

1202 Genéve, Switzerland

Tel: +4122 7398111

Fax: +41 229070214

UN International Children’s Fund
Mrs. Kirsi Madi

Deputy Director Emergency Unit
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About the International
Decade for Natural Disaster
Reduction

As we approach the twenty-first century, population growth, ecological damage, rapid industrializa-
tion and socio-economic imbalances make the risk of major disasters around the world higher than
ever. We need not, however, be fatalistic about the vagaries of nature.

To make people aware of how much they can do to make themselves safer from natural disasters, the
United Nations launched the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction {({IDNDR, 1990-
2000). The World Conference on Natural Disaster Reduction (Yokohama, 23-27 May 1994) was an
important milestone in IDNDR’s awareness-building process.

IDNDR works through IDNDR National Committees and Focal Points which exist in 138 countries.
The IDNDR secretariat, located in Geneva, is part of the UN Department of Humanitarian Affairs.
The IDNDR Scientific and Technical Committee is an advisory body with experts in economics,
social science, engineering, public health, industry, geology, meteorology, etc. A group of well-
known personalities, the Special High-Level Council, promotes global awareness of disaster reduc-
tion. A UN inter-agency group works regularly with the IDNDR secretariat, as well as a contact group
of Geneva-based diplomatic missions.

IDNDR publishes a quarterly magazine, STOP Disasters, a regional newsletter, IDNDR Informs, and
conducts a promaotional campaign on the second Wednesday of each October, designated as the
International Day for Natural Disaster Reduction.
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For more information, contact:

international Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction
UN Department of Humanitarian Affairs
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Tel: (41 22} 798 6894
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E-mail: idndr@dha.unicc.org
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