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United Nations
General Assembly

Resolution 42/169. Internationat Decade
for Natural Disaster Reduction

The General Assembly,

e

7. Calls upon all Governmenis to participate
during the decade in concerted international
action for the reduction of natural disasters and,
as appropriate, to establish national commit-
tees, in co-operation with the relevant scientific
and technologicai communities, with a view to
surveying available mechanisms and facilities
for the reduction of natural hazards, assessing
the particular requirements of their respective
countries or regions in order to add to, improve
or update existing mechanisms and facilities
and deveiop a strategy to attain the desired
goals,

o).

96th plenary meeting
11 December 1987



News and pictures of natural
disasters reach us almost
svery day. Earthquakes,
hurricanes and floods jeop-
ardize and kill people or de-
stroy the very basis of their
existance and cause un-
told damage to national
economies. Civilization is
increasingly vuinerable to
the forces of nature.

know-how and expertise.
Together with the Office of
the United Nations Disaster
Relief Coordinator and the
Decade secretariat, the Fe-
deral Government is playing
a decisive part in projects
ang international working
sessions, as well as provid-
ing considerable funds for
this purpose.

At the national level, the Fe-
deral Government supports
the activities of the German
Committee on the Decade.
Its initiatives unite the exper-
tise of disaster relief specia-
lists, scientists and experis
representing industry, poli-
tics and society at large.

Through the combined ef-
forts of the Federal Govern-
ment, the German Com-
mittee, our European part-
ners and the many efficient
United Nations specialized

bodies, | hope that, with

the help of the German

FOREWORD BY THE  contribution, the Decade
will prove fruitful and
FEDERAL MINISTER  achieve the goals it has

set.

Countries with weak eco- RFOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS

nomies are particularly
hard hit by such cata-stro-
phes.

With the International Deca-
de for Natural Disaster Re-
duction 1880-2000, the
community of nations is see-
king to prevent natural dis-
asters by applying the latest

Mo -

The Minister
for Foreign Affairs
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Hans-Dietrich Genscher
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On behalf of the German
Committee of the Interna-
tional Decade for Natural
Disaster Reduction, | wish to
express my hopes for the
success for the efforts to ac-
tivate as much support as
possible in our country.

German experts are well
aware of the importance of
strengthening  international
efforts to mitigate the gro-
wing tragic consequences
of natural disasters. The set-
ting up of the German Com-
mittee in the fall of 1983 and
the willingness for a broad
cooperation between scien-
ce and research, industry
and relief organizations was
met with enthusiasm. Indivi-
duals of the two adwisory
boards of the Committee
bring a high level of committ-
ment and expertise to the
German contribution to the
IDNDR.

We hope to gain from the
media represented in the
Committee the creation of
broad public awareness and
support.

Close co-operation with all
relevant Federal depart-
ments and constituencies is
also very important. One of
the most important tasks of
the Cornmittee will be to ma-
ke proposals to govern-
mental agencies for
activities to emphasize the
relationship between dis-
aster preparedness, envi-
ronmental protection and
international co-operation.

The Committee will also en-
sure that the expertise of our
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REDUCTION

country in the area of disast-
er preparedness will be
made known 1o the UN fami-
ly, its specialized agencies
and the Eurgpean region.
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