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Together with the National
Committees or entities the
different UN-Organizations
are cooperating within the
framework set up by the De-
cade. Only a few should be
mentioned:

High Level Council

A Special High Level Council
consisting of a few interna-
tionally prominent persons
to promote public aware-
ness and mobilize support
for the Decade from public
and private secrors.

Scientific and
Technical Committee

It is composed of experts
appointed by the Secretary-
General on the basis of per-
sonal capacities and qualifi-
catons which will be re-
sponsible  for  developing
overall programmes ad-
dressing priorties and gaps
identified at the national le-
vel, for evaluating actvities
carred out during the Deca-
de

IDNDR-Secretariat

A small secretaniat estab-
Ished in close association
with UNDRQO at Gereva tc
be respensible for substan-
tive and secretanal support
to the international mecha-
nisms and for day-to-day
co-ordination of activitigs.

PARTICIPATION OF
THE
UNITED NATIONS
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UNDRO
United Nations
Disaster Relief

Coordinator

The United Nations Disaster
Relief Organisation's crea-
tion at the start of the 1970s
stemmed from concern for
the losses and suffering of
disaster victims around the
world. The aims and pupo-
ses of the Decade are con-
gruent with an essential part
of UNDRO's raison d'etre.
The IDNDR-Secretariat is in
close association estab-
ished with UNDRQ.

WMO
World Meteorological
Organization

WMO conducts projects
which have a direct bearing
on the aspirations of the De-
cade Approximately 70 per
cent of WMO activities are
closely related to the main
targets of the Decade. WMO
15 the United Nations specia-
hized agency dealing with
meteorology,  chmatology
and hydrology

WHO
World Health Organi-
zation

The scope and magnitude of
natural disasters 1s often
measured by the number of
casualtties and human suffe-
ring. The special interest of
WHO in the Decade les n
medical training and educa-
tion tailored to the specific
needs of disasters.
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WFP
World Food Program-
me

The WFP was participating
since many years in work for
food and other projects
which can be assessed as
measures to mitigate the ad-
verse effects of natural
evenis. In 1989 the World
Food Programme was invol-
ved in totally 155 projects.

UNDP
United Nations Deve-
lopment Programme

The immediate consequen-
ces of natural disasters -ma-
terial losses and human
suffering - very often overs-
hadow the long-term effects
of such devastating events
on national economies. As
the largest muttilateral or-
ganization in the area of
technical co-operation,
UNDP has ongoing pro-
grammes in mere than 150
countries which have a di-
rect bearing on the aspira-
tions for the Decade.

UNESCO
United Nations Edu-
cational, Scientific
and Cultural Organi-
zation

As early as 1960, UNESCO
had recognized the scientific
and technical possibilities
fer reducing the conseguen-
ces of natural disasters. Sin-
ce that time, UNESCC nas
beeninvolved in severa: pro-
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grammes closely related to
the main targets of the Deca-
de.

UNEP
United Nations Envi-
ronment Programme

The medium-term environ-
ment programme of UNEP
describes the intended con-
tributions to the Decade.
They embrace policies and
programmes to reduce the
risk potential of hazardous
events and means for better
disaster preparedness. Fur-
thermare, the risk assess-
ment of natural events,
regional and local capacity-
building for early warning sy-
stems and the development
of a general disaster prepa-
redness, are key elementsin
the programme.

World Bank

The World Bank, the largest
intergovernmental financing
institution also incorporates
aims for disaster reduction
into its international co-ope-
ration activities. Workshops
to examine the link between
disasters, environment and
development have been
conducted in 1983 and
1990. The environmental
guidelines of the World Bank
for project planning contain
explicit recommendations
for disaster response.
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Members of the
Scientific Advisory Board

Charman:

Prof. Dr -ing Ench Plate

institut fur Hydrologie und Wasserwirtschaft der Univer-
sitat Karlsruhe

Kaiserstr 12

7500 Karlsruhe 1

Panel Members:

Piof. Dr. Dietrich Barsch

Geography, Morphology

Geographisches Institut der Umiversitat Heidelberg
Im Neuenheimer Feld 348

6900 Heudelberg

Prof. Br L Clausen

Desaster Research

Katastrophenforschungsstelle u  Soria'wissenschaf-
ten der Universitat Kiel

Olshausenstr. 40

2300 Kiel 1

Prof Dr.-Ing. J Eibl

Solid Construction

Institut fUr Massivbau und Baustofftechnaiogie der Uni-
versitat Karsruhe

Am Fasanengarten

7500 Karisruhe 1

Prof Dr. R. Geipel

Social Geography
Geographisches Institut der
Techmschen Universitat Munchen
Arcisstr. 21

8000 Munchen 2

Prof. Dr -ing Hans-Bernhard Kieeberg

Hydrology and Water Managerment

Lehrstuhl f{r Wasserwirtschaft und lanawirtschaftli-
chen Wasserbau der

Universitat der Bundeswehr Miinchen
Werner-Heisenberg-Weg 39

8014 Neubiberg

Prof Dr G. Matthel

Geosciences
Geologisch-Palaontologisches Institut aer
Universitér Kiel

Olshausenstr 40 - 60

2300 Kiel

Prof Dr R Roth

Atmospheric Research

Institut fur Meteorologie und Klimatologie der
Universitit Hannover

Herrenhduser Str 2

3000 Hannover 21

Prof Dr.-ing. Ench Plate

Prof Dr-lng Gerhard Rouve

Hydraulics and Water Engenecering

Lehrstuht und Institut fir Wasserbau und Wasserwirt-
schaft der RWTH Aachen

Mies-van-der-Rohe-Str. 1

5100 Aachen

Prof Dr G Schneider

Geoscrences

Institut fur Geophysik der Universitat Stuttgart
Richard-Wagner-Str 44

7000 Stuttgart 1

Prof. Dr H. Spada

Psychology

Psychologisches Institut der Universitat Freiburg
Niemensstr 10

7800 Freiburg

Prof. Dr Spirttler

Ethnic Socrology

Lehrstuhl fir Ethnologie der  Universitat Bayreuth
Postfach 10 12 51

Geschwister-Scholl-Platz 3

8580 Bayreuth

Prof. Dr. ¢ Siindermann

Oceanography

Institut firr Meereskunde der Universitat Hamburg
Troplowitzstr. 7

2000 Hamburg 54
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Members of the
Operative Advisory Board

Dr. Hermann Schmitz-Wenzel (Vorsitzender}
Generalsekretar des Deutschen Roten Kreuzes
Deutsches Rotes Kreuz

Friedrich-Eberi-Alle 71

5300 Bonn 1 Tel.: 0228/541339

Giinther Dresruesse

Leiter der Abtellung Ernghrungssicherungsprograrnme
Deutsche Geselischaft flir Technische Zusammenat-
beit

Dag-Hammarskjdld-Weg 1-2

6336 Eschborn Tel.: 0619/790

Or. Hermann Schmitz-Wenzel

Oberregierungsrat Detlev Frémming
Leiter des Auslandsdienstes

Deutscher Wetterdienst Postfach 10 04 65
Frankfurter Str. 135

6050 Offenbach am Main

Tel.: 069/80620
Wolfgang Kroh Dr. Hans-Otto Hahn
Leiter des Austandsreferates B Direktor der Hauptabteilung Okomenische Diakonie
Kreditanstalt fiir Wiederauthau Diakonisches Werk der EKD
Palmergartenstr, 5-9 Postfach 10 11 42
6000 Frankfurt/Main Stafflenbergstr. 76

Tel.: 069/74310 7000 Stuttgart 10

Tel.: 0711/2159-0

Gerd-Jlirgen Henkel ' )
Direktor der Bundesanstalt Technisches Hilfswerk Dipl.-Kaufm. Glnter Holter
Deutschherrenstr. 93 Leiter der Auslandsabteilung
5300 Bonn 1 Deutscher Caritasverband

Tel.: 0228/8401 Postfach 4 20

Karlstr. 40

Dipl.-tng. Dietrich Lipke 7800 Frelburg
Leiter des Referates THW 4 Tel.: 0761/200-0
Bundesanstalt Technisches Hilfswerk .
Deutschherrenstr. 93 Wolfgang Nierwetberg
5300 Bonn 1 Leiter des Referats "Sonderprogramme”

Tel.: 0228/8401 Peutsche Welthungerhilfe

Adenaueraliee 134

Ministerialrat Dr. Ewald Andrews 5300 Bonn 1
Leiter des Referates KN 2 Tel.: 0228/2288-0

Bundesministerium des Innern
Graurheindorfer Str. 198
5300 Bonn 1
Tel.: 0228/6811

Bernd Hoffmann
Stelivertreter des Generalsekretérs
Leiter der Abteilung 1
Deutsches Rotes Kreuz
Friedrich-Ebert-Aliee 71
5300 Bonn 1
Tel..: 0228/541331
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Great Natural Desasters

1900-1990
1900  Hurricane US4 6.000 casualties
1902 Volcanic eruption Martinique  29.000 casualties
1902 Voleanic eruption Guatemala 6.000 casuaities
1906  Typhoon Hong Kong  10.000 casualities
1966  Earthquake Taiwan 6.000 casualities
1906  Earthquake/Fire US4 1.500 casuaities
1908  Earthquake Italy 75.000 casualties
911 Volcanic eruption Philippines 1.300 casuaities
1915 Earthquake Italien 30.000 casualtics
1916 Land siide Italy 10.000 casuaitics
1919 Voleanic eruption Indonesia 5.200 casualtics
1920  Earthguake/Land slide China 200.000 casualtics
1923 EarthquakeiFire Japan 143.000 casuaities
1928 Hurricane Flood USA 2.000 casualies
1930 Volcanic eruption Indonesia 1.400 casualties
1932 Earthquake China 70.000 casuaities
1933 Tsunani Japan 3.000 casuaities
1935 Earthquake India 60.000 casualnes
1938 Humcane Us4 B00 casualties
1939 Earthquake/Tsunami Chile 30.000 casuaitics
1945 Flood ! and slide Japan 1.200 casualivs
1946 Tsunami Japan 1400 casuaities
1948  Earthquake USSR 100.000 casuuities
1949 Flood China 57.000 casuattivs
1949 Earthquuke:Fiood USSR ca 18.000 casuitics
1951 Volcanic cruption Papua NG 2.900 casuaities
1953 Flood North sea 1800 casualtics
1954 Flood China 40.000 casuaitivs
1959 Typhoon Japan 4.600 casuairies
1960 Earthquaie Maroc 12.000 casualitics
1862 Land slide Peru ca 4.500 casuaities
1962  Earthguake Iran 12.000 casuaitics
1963 Tropicul storm Bangladesh  17.008 casuaiiics
1903 Voleanic eruption Indonesia 1.200 casuaitics
1963 Land siide ftalv 2.000 casuaitics
1963 Tropicul storm Bangladesh 22000 casuaitivs
1963 Tropical som Bangladesh  30.000 casuuitics
1965 Tropicud siorm Bangladesh  10.000 casualiics
1968 Fanthyuaxe fran 12.000 casuzlties
1970 Earthguaxe/Land slide Peru 70.000 casualtivs
1970 Tropical storm Banglad. ca 400.000 casuulties
1971 Tropical stomm India ca I7.000 casualtioy
1976 Earthqiivke China 230.000 casuulues
1976 Egnhqguuke Guaternala  24.000 casualtivs
1977 Tropicul storm fndia 20.000 casuuaines
1978 Eanmhguicse fran 23.000 casuaitics
1982 Folcanic vruption Mexico L1700 casucites
1985 Tropicai s:omn Bangladesh  10.000 casualtics
1985 Earthgriane Mexaco 10000 casuaitics
1945 Volcaric vuption Columbia 22.000 casuuities
1987 Severe jire China 200 casualies
1987 Flood Bangladesh Lo00 casuaiticy
1988 Flood Bangladesh 3.000 egsuaiticy
1988 Eurthguuke Armenia 25.000 casualtics
1990 Earthuuufe fran 36.000 casuziiics
1990 Earthguaie Philippines 1.660 casuuitivs
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UNITED A

NATIONS
v N

\‘f N General Assembly Distr.

\‘l‘; ‘y GENERAL
= A/RES/44/236

20 March 1990

Forty-fourth session
Agenda item 12

FISOLUTION ADCPTED BY THE GENERAL ?33IMBLY

[on the report of the Second Committee (A 1:/832/AddE.1)]

447236, International Decade for Natural D:r:.aster Reduction

The General Assembly.

Recalling its resclution 42/169 of 11 December 19:7. 1n which 1t decided to
designate the 1990s as a decade in which the internaticnal community, under the
auspices of the United Yations, would pay special attenr.on to fostering
interaational co-operation in the fFileld of natural diso_z2r reduction,

Zearing in mind t=2 relevant provisions of its re:z 1ticn 427189 and its
rescluticn 437202 of /I December 1988, and taking note . Econcmic and Social
Council reseclution 1%83/99 of 256 July 1989, in whicn tne Jouncil recommended that
the General Assembly tzakXe acticn to develop an appropr.:-e framework for
international co-operation to attain the objective and =-als of the International

Decade for Natural Diszister Reduction,
Considering that ratural disasters have adversely -{{ected the lives of a
great number of pecple and caused considerable damage to .nfrastructure and

property world wide, essecially in developing countries,

Recognizing the irportance of environmental protezc.:n for the prevention and
mit.gation of natural disasters,

Zonsidering that the internatignal commurnity as a --3le has now irproved 1ts
capac.ty to confront tols problem, and taat fatalism az- .7 natural disasters 1s no
longer justified,

90-07423 22382 (%) FA.
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Recognizing the necessity for the international community to demonstrate the
strong political determirnation required to mobilize and use existing scientific and
technical knowledge to mitigate natural disasters, bearing in mind in particular
the needs of developing countries,

Recognizing also the important responsibility of the Urnited Nations system as
a whole for promoting international co-operation in order ts mitigate natural
disasters, provide assistance and co-ordinate disaster relief, preparedness and
prevention,

Recalling the specific responsibilities and functioas in the field of disaster
prevention and preparedness entrusted to the Office of the United Nations Disaster
Relief Co-ordinator, as set out in its resolution 2816 (XXVI) of 14 December 1971,

Bearing in mind the crucial role of professional and other non-governmental
organizations, particularly scientific and technoleogical societles, humanitarian
groups and investment institutions, the participation of which in the
implementation of specific programmes planned for the Decade is highly desirable,

Also bearing in mind “he need for the United Nations system to pay special
attention to the least developed, land-locked and island developing countries in
that regard,

Emphasizing that appropriate emergency planning for natural disasters and its
integration in national development plans could alsp be very helpful in preventing
other kinds of disasters, such as those of an industrial or technological nature,

Taking note, with appreciation, ¢f the report of the Sacretary-General, 1/
Expressing its appreciation for the work done by the Internaticnal Ad Hoc

Group of Experts on the Internaticnal Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction, which
submitted its report 2/ to the Secretary-General,

Bearing in mind the common position on natural disasters of the Ninth
Coenference of Heads of State or Government of Non-Aligned Csuntries, held at
Belgrade from 4 to 7 September 1988, 3/

1. Proclaims the Incernational Decade for Natural Dlisaster Reduction,
beginning on 1 January 1323;

2. Decgides to desizanate the second Wednesday of Octoler International Day
for Natural Disaster Reduction, t¢ be abserved annually during the Decade by the
international community in a manner befitting the objective and goals of the Decade;

1/ A/44/322-E/1955°214 and Add.1 end 2.
2/ A/44/322/44d.1-2-1989/114/Ad2.1, annex.

3/ See A/44/551-5/20870. annex,
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3. Adopts the Ianternational Framework of Action for the International Decade
for Natural Disaster Reduction contained in the annex to the present resolution;

4. Reguests the Secretary-General to submit to the General Assembly at its
forty-fifth sessicn @ progress repert on the :mplementation of the present
resolution, including tne organizational arrangements made for the Decade, and on
the status of existing international protocols and conventions for mutual
assistance in cases of disaster;

5. Also reguests the Secretary-General to bring the present resclution to
the attention of all Governments, intergovernmental organizations, appropriate
non-governmental organizations in coasultative status with the Economic and Social
Council and competent scientific institutions in the field of disaster mitigation:

6. Decides to include in the provisional agenda of its forty-sixth session
an 1tem entitled "International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction”.

g5th plenary meeting
22 December 1989

ANNEX

Internatipnal Framework of Actign for the International
Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction

A. Objective and gpals

1. The objective ¢f the International Decade for Natural Disaster Reduction 1s to
reduce through concerted international actlon, especisl.v in developing countries,
the loss of life, property damage and social and econcmic disruption caused by
nacural disasters such as earchquakes, windstorms, tsunaris, fleods, landslides,
volcanic eruptions, wildfires, grasshopper and locust 1orestations, drought and
desertification and otzer calamities of natural origin

2. The goals of the Decade are:

{(a) To improve the capacity of each country to mitigate the effects of
natural disasters expediticusly and effectively, paying special attention to
assisting developing countries in the assessment of d.saster damage potential and
in the establishment of early warning systems and disazstar-resistant structures
when and where needed;

(p) To devise appropriate guidelines and strategiezs for applying existing
scientific and technical knowledge, taking into accour: the cultural and economic

diversity among naticns;

{¢) To foster sc.entifac and engineering endeavoi:s aimed at closing critical
gaps 1in knowledge in s:der to reduce loss of life and r-operty:
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{d) To disseminate existing and new technical ianformation related to measures
for the assessment, prediction and mitigation of natural disasters;

{g) To develeop measures for the assessment, prediction, prevention and
mitigation of natural disasters through programmes of technical assistance and
technolegy transfer, demcnstration projects, and education and training, tailored
to specific disasters and locations, and to evaluate the sifectiveness ¢f those
programmes.

B, Policv measures to be taken at the national level
3. All Governments are called upon:

{a} To formulate national disaster-mitigation programmes, as well as
economic, land use and insurance policies for disaster preventicn, and,
particularly in develop:ng countries, to integrate them fully into their national
development programmes;

(b} To participate Zuring the Decade in concerted international action for
the reduction of natural disasters and, as appropriate, establish national
committees in co-operat.on with the relevaant scientific and technological
communities and other concerned sectors with a view to attaining the objective and
goals of the Decade:

{¢} To encourage tneir local administrations to take appropriate steps to
mobilize the necessary support f£rom the public and private sectors and to
contribute to the achievement of the purposes of the Decaze;

{(d} To keep the Secretary-General informed ¢f the plans of their countries
and of assistance that car be provided so that the United Nations may hecome an
international centre for the exchange of information and tne co-ordination of
international efforts concerning activities in support of t.e objective and goals
of the Decade, thus enazling each State to benefit from tne experience of other
counktriss;

{e) To take measures, as appropriate, to increase puhlic awareness of damage
risk probabilities and of the saignificance of preparedness. prevention. relief and
short-term recovery acti-ities with respect to natural di:a-.ters and to enhance
community preparedness through educatign, training and otle. means, taking 1nto
account the specific rols of the news media;

(£} To pay due atts:tbion to the impact of natural d.sasters on health care,
particularly to activit:es to reduce the vulnerability of n-spitals and health
centres, as well as the ivpact on food storage facilities, .~uman shelter and other
soc1al and economic infrastructares;

(g} To amprove the rarly international awvailability :Z appropriate emergency
supplies through the storage or earmarking of such supplie. 1n disaster-prone areas,

Fava
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4, Scientific and cecnnological imstitutions, financial inst:itutions, including
banks and insurance companies, and industrial enterprises, foundations and other
related non-governmental organizations are encouraged to support and participate
fully in the programmes and activities of the Decade prepared and irplemented by
the international comnunity, in¢luding Governments, international organizations and
non-governmental organizations.

I Action to be taken by the United Wations system

5. The organs, organizations and bodies of the United Nations system are urged to
accerd priority, as appropriate and in a concerted menner, to natural disaster
preparedness, preventicn, relief and short-term recovery, including economic damage
risk assessment., in their operational activities; the Secretary-General is
reguested, in this regard, to ensure that adegquate means are made available to the
Qffice of the United Kations Disaster Relief Co-ordinatcr so that 1t may diligently
discharge its specific role and responsibilities in the field of disaster
mitigation and responze in conformity with 1ts mandate, =5 contained 1n General
Asserbly resolution 2215 {XXVI).

6. The Secretary-Gezeral 1s requested, in close associztion with the relevant
organizations of the Lnited Nations system, in particular through the Department of
Public Information of the Secretaraat, as well as national ainformation authoraities,
to assist in the fornslataion and implementation during t~e Decade of publac
information programmes aimed at raising public awareness of disaster prevention.

T The United Nations resident co-ordinators and the t:eld representatives of the
United Nations syster are requested to work clesely and .n a co-ordinated manner
with Governments to achieve the objective and goals of tre Decade.

8. The regional coTrmissions are urged to play an act..e role in implementing the
activ.ties of the Deczde, considering that natural disasters often transcend
natiznal boundaries.

9. The Secretary-Genecral 1s requested to designate the Director-General for
Development and Incernational Economic Co-operation, in accordance with his mandate
as set out in General Assembly resolution 32/197 of 20 Cecember 1977, as the focal
point for overview and czo-ordination of the programmes znd activities of the United
Nations system referred to in the present resolution, 1~ tlose co-operation with
the Cffice of the Un:te? Nations Disaster Relief Co-ora.rator and, as appropriate,

in cgcasultation w.th .= DJirector of the secretariat or tne Decade, menctioned in
paragraph 14 of tne uvresent annex

10. The Secretarv-Gan=_al 15 requested to report sien~.:lly to the General
Asse~olv, targugn tnc Z_oonoric and Social Cowncil, on %:: activities of the Decade.
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D. QOrganizatignal arrangemen rin he Decade

1. Special high-level council

11. The Secretary-General is reguested to establish, with due regard to equitable
geographical representation, a special high-level council, consisting of a limited
number of internationally prominent persons, which would provide him with general
advice with respect to tre Decade, take appropriate action to promote public
awareness and mobilize the necessary support from the publ:c and private sectors.

2. Scientific and technical committee op the Integnational
Decade_for Matural Disaster Reduction

12. The Secretary-General is requested to establish. with due regard to eguitable
geographical representat:ion and covering the diversity of disaster-mitigatien
1ssues, a sclentific and technical committee on the International Decade for
Natural Disaster Reducticn, consisting of twenty to twenty-five scientific and
technical experkts selected in consultation with their Goveroments on the basis of
their personal capacities and gqualifications. including experts from the organs,
organizations and bodies of the United Nations system.

13. The role of the comrm.ttee shall be to develop overall programmes to be taken
intg account in bilatersl and multilateral co-operation for the Decade, paying
attention to priorities and gaps in technical knowledge identified at the national
level, in particular by =ztional committees, as well as to assess and evaluate the
activities carried out :n the course of the Decade and te make recommendations on
the overall programmes .1 an annual report to the Secretary-General.

3. Secretariat

14. The Secretary-General is requested to establish a small secretariat, to be
funded by extrabudgetary resources, as follows:

{a} The secretaria- shall he established at the United Nations Dffice at
Geneva, 1n close associaz:on with the Office of the United Nations Disaster Relief
Co-ordinator, with its members drawn, as appropriate, from the international
community of disaster redaction experts and other relevant experts seconded,
inter alia, from competent United Nations organizations, Sovernments and
non-governmental organizations;

(b} The secretaria= shall be responsible for the day-to-day co-ordination of
Decade activities and snall provide substantive and secretarial support to the
special hugh-level cournc.i and the scientific and techunica. committee, as well as
for other related activ:ities,

Lo
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E. Financial arrangements

15. It is recommended that extrabudgetary resources be provided for implementatien
of the activities of the Decade and, therefore, that voluntary contributions from
Goveraments, 1nternatisnal organizactioans and other sources, including the private
sector, be strongly encouraged; to this end, a trust fur: shall be established by
the Secretary-General, who will be entrusted with 1ts ad~inistration.

F. Review
16. The Economic and Social Council, during 1ts secon? ragular session of 1994,
will carry out a mid-term review of the implementation of the International

Framework of Action for the International Decade for Natiral Disaster Reduction and
report its findings toc the General Assembly.
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