‘inister of Health, fducaiior and Social .elfare

£ “w .ot 15th, 1979 there had aesr 2 reeting of top
adrinistrators in which the drill foliocuwing & disaster
was odiscussed. Shelters were identified and the roles
of various persons clarifiec,.

Grn the evening of Tuesday fugust 28th it wes certain
trhat Hurricane Goliath would ravage Barbados early
Jednesday morning. Goliath was by fer the most

powerful hurricane of tne century. Its winds exceded
150 miles per hour and it was enormous if size,
extending 180 miles north-to-south &nd jooO
miles east~to-west. In Caribz we expecied some reins

and hiot winds in the southern areas.

0r 'ecnesday morning August 29th I learnec from the
radig that all flights to 3arbados had been cancellecd,.
1 le®i my home.at Belfast and drove to the four storey
~gvernment Building which houses all our ministers.

1+ wag raining heavily and very windy. Very feuw
~seonle were at work. 1 met the fiinister of Agriculture,
tne fttorney sensral, the Prime Pinister, the Minister
of ome Affairs and an electrical engineer from the
zritis> Technical Assistance Agency. He was stationec
in Ca-~inz. We made a call to Puerto Rico end learned
that Coliath had changed course and would hit Cariba

noon. That was about 8:45 a.m.

o1}
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The rinister of Home Affairs made a2 radio broadcast
advising the population and telling people to stay st
~ome. The electrical engineer was askec to dispatch

a ceble alerting the world and seeking help. By

.1C 2.m. the roof of the Cariba Defence force had
beer ripped away. We decided to returs to our houses
ard planned to meet at Police Headgquarters the day
a"te~ the hurricane. The Attorney General and I drove
home. The wind was howling and rain zas pelting doun.
~mall t-ees were flapping in the wind like paper. V\e
Zogened home (which had 2 lot of glass) and went to
neighbour's where there was 2 basement, That was
about 10:40 a.m. Crossing that shor-t distance was
evceedingly difficult - the wind must have been about
C m.p.h. A few roofs were 2lready spiralling through
the SsKY.

\



Gnliath reged from noon to 5 p.m. There was @
guirt lull from 3-3:30 with beautiful blue skies.
Toen witn frightening suddenness and thunderous
force the winds erupted from the opposite direction,
#it about &p.m. I went for a walk with a few
reighbours. Almost every roof was gone. We walked
to the village, Mahaut. Several houses had been
tossed on to the beach and crumbled. Others had
heen moved intact into the ropad. Roads had broken
zway. Electric poles uwere flung in every direction
and wires tangled everything. Trees and boulders
wvere all over. Few pecple were in sight. We heard
that they had gone te higher ground. The old folks
who were able to speak said that they had been
through two or three hurricanes, but that they had
never experienced anything like this.

*t was getting dark. Ye returned home. There
was mud and water evervuhere. Our roof had floun
tpo, and a few had caved in. The pipes were dry.
There was no electricity., There was no telephone.
Tt was still raining. Little children were crying,
oider ones were swopping tales of what they had
sezn., Sdults were cpen-eyed and open-mouthed.



tlectrical Zngineer, Londish Technical fissistance

.
Toanoy

I had followed hurricanes {(on the other side of the
world they're called cyclones; for years a2s a sort
of hobby. I knew that as they approached land they
chanoed direction. I tried to convince my friends
on Tuesday night that we were in real danger. They
laughed at me. On Wednesday morning I looked at my
verometer and figured we were in for it.

T went to the Ministerial Building early on ‘ednesday
morning. I met the Minister of AngCU_bu“e, the Prime
i‘inister, and a few others. The Minister of 4griculture
confirmed that information from Puerto Rico ang
Jarbados verified that Cariba would be hit. He and
I agreed that 1 should send out & message warning the
worlc that we would be severely damagec and seeking
Relp. - was drafting the message/about 7:15 a.m.

whe~ Zable and VWireless went dead. The me2ssage never
Dot out.

I n2g 2 numbing feeling of futility. 'le parted
corpany gnd I returned home. By 10:15 a.r. I

cpalizec tnat I was in for the most awesocwme experience
of my life. The power of the wind was phenomenal.

The needle of the barometer dropped and dropped and
then started up the other side of the face. 1 was
never sp scared. The wind was like a million razors.
+ defoliated every plant in its path. Nothing
escaped. It flung roofs and squashed houses; it toyed
witn huge trees, flapping them about then heaved them
from tne earth and crashed them whenever it pleased.
Huge well-built concrete houses were pushed from their
foundations and cracked douwn the middle.

The noise waseerie it was tormenting. It told you
just how insignificent men is. It tolo you who really
Lolds pouwer. 1 prayed fervently for the first time ir
thirty years. The glass doors in my lwv‘ug room
rattled and whined and rattled without rest. F£s the
eve passed all was still and you could see clear blue
sky a2bove. Then witn phenomenal abruptnecs the winds
blasted at full force from the other side. Everything
wobbled. The rein was blinding. It went on end on.



Then it stopped. 1 looked out and saw an entirely

new landscape. 1 recognized nothing. There were no
coafc. Housces were twisted, tangled ruins. Cars

were srashed and overturned., There were no leaves.
fubble was everywhere. Lightposts were across roads
ard across gateways., Wires flapped everywhere., Huge
trees vere all about, broken, uprooted and horizontal.
Zinc manidled everything, I couldn't accept what my

gves roceived,
Lt about 6:00 p.m. the Minister of Egriculture and a
few other Cabinet members visited me. They wanted
me to contact a Londish warship thet we could only
cust see Tar out at sea. There was no elecircicity.
It wag already getting odark.

o the second time that day I was clothed in fear
and Tutility. There was nothing I could do. I hoped.

-

fnc T prayed.



?erranent Secretary, [linistry of Health, Education
2 Tozizl lelfare.,

I hed attended 2 meeting on Tuesday 28th August, 1979
in which we discussed the roles of ell relief health
perscnonel. We had a booklet setting out sach person's
doties. That was on Tuesday afternoon.

;edwesday, I was at work as usual. So was the
inister. At B:30 we got nsuws that Cariba would be
it., The Minister of Home Affairs made a broadcast,
10 the winds were furious. I left for Goodwill
nd my Minister for his house four miles awpay,.

ly after I got home I got & call from the house-

ort
keepe in charge of the nurses Hosiel: "most windows
ned 2lown away, nurses are frightened, the roofing on
trme nospital's corridors had all vanished, we need
g _ocrkforce", That was about 10:30. I telephoned

tre Thief Technical COfficer of the Finistry of
Cormunication, Works and Tourism and he promised to
sgnc 2 work oroup there within half an hour,

A% 11:30 1 wes in the cellar of my house. I could
see across the savannah. Roofs were racing across
the open grounds. Flying zinc sheets guillotined
small trees and wrapped around others like Foil. 1
tried to go upstairs to see the condition of my own
home, I saw the sky. Furniture was smashed, smaller
iters had vanished altogether, clothing, sheets etc.
had been sucked away by some powserful vacuum. Nothing
was left. The neighbours and their three children
ioined us in our basement. Rain poured through the
flooring on us for three hours. e spent about five
hours in the cellar.

vk

t 4:00 p.m. the winds Fell. T came out at
.m. The massive flamboyant trees that I had
since my childhood had been uproated and

. Their branches blocked the roads. Every
those beautiful trees had been torn up,
zted and broken in several parts. There
arge pllBS of debris all over the place.

£o }uhlng wes in ruin. I could not see & single
rouse with a roof - and my neighbourhood was
Tazriba's largest aree of modern housing.
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Gradually other people crawled from beneath their
hiding places. They walked about sharing their
erxperiernces - all tales of woe, all unable to believe
the destruction they saw. Some went into town to see
the damage there,

FPeople were hungry. The darkness that crept upon us
was thick, wet and wgly. I returned home and saw that
I had nothing left. Ffor I had not yet insured the
house which I had just bought. My car, luckily, was
undamaged. Several had been smashed by boulders of
fiying roofs. Many others had their windscreens and
rear glasses sucked out and broken. Then I realized
that my fTamily would have to sleep in the car for some
time. I was yorried about my mother and father who
were not far asway. And about my aunt too whe lived in
towrn. DBut it was too dark to try anything at that
time. There were no phones and no electricity.



riatron, Gooduwill Hespital

Some time late in August the Minister of Home Affairs
had summoned people to a meeting regarding preparatiaon
for emergencies and relief services. 1 did not receive
a report of those discussions.

On fugust 29th we knew that we would get some wind
and rein as Hurricane Goliath passed Barbados. 5o
uhen we experienced some strong winds shortly after
©:0C 2.r. npobody was troubled., Then there was a lull
and 211 of 2 sudden with no noise or bother, the roof
of the corridor just lifted up and flew away. Then
the wind started howling and the rain came. By 11:00
it was in full force. 1 couldn't see. MNo-one could
put nis head out. Zinc sheets were singing through
the air. The corridors were blocked with rubble:
they were impassable, Then the corridors started
flooding.

Sorenow a few psople managed to reach my office

(uhich has nothing but administrative material) seeking
treatrnent. The roof had gone from half of the small

2! . B' rgor. 2in poured in. We had to deliver s
uoran'e baby in the middle of the hurricane. ‘e used

my desk and squeezed into one half of the room.

T heard the noise of an explaosion when the roof of
Casualiy caved in. The rain was blinding. e could
orly _Juet reach some of the medicines in Casualty.
Everything weas soaking wet. I told the nurses in
Casualty to come to my office. There was a lull after
3:00 p.m, Then it reaged again. We couldn't leave

the office until about 6:00 p.m.

Ye hacd been unable to communicate with any of the
wards or any other part of the hospital. I just

hopec that the nurses were doing their best. By the
time I checked, the kitchen steff had disappeared.
They had prepared food; but they'd gone with the keys.

By £:30 p.m. most patients from the male surgical
ward had been moved to the maternity ward. I looked



in there and vas satisfied that the nurses had done
all they could. The men were crying for food.

A man (I later learned that he was 2 policeman) came
up the hill leading a group of men. They started

to move the debris and he kicked in the door to the
witchen. They helped distribute the foad.

The hospital was virtually roofless. All the housss
were roofless. There was rubble everywhere. Trees,
boulders and lightposts blocked the roads near the
hospitel. 7Tne damage was exhaustive. By 7:0C p.m.
I was exceedingly worried about my mother and my
sister's two little children who were staying with

my mother at my home in town about three-quarters
of 2 mile away. A few nurses from the country uwere
very worried about their families, but realized

that they could not reach hame in pitch darkness
over blocked roads. They were fearful of landslides.
Severel nurses fromcloser were anxious to go honme.
one of them asked. We had no lamps and no candles.
It was already quite dark.



Surperintendent of Public Healtih Nurses

I vas at work when the word came that we should

close the clinic and go home. I got home at about
5:20 a.m. Small trees had already started to fall.

I got in and locked up. T7The noise of the wind was
terrifying. I couldn't see anything outside. I could
not see beyond four feet. Everything was one blind,
wild, grey mist.

After 5:00 p.m. when I looked out I scarcely recog-
nized my own neighbourhood. There were no roofs.
There were no leaves. The wind had peeled the barks
from the trees. Our majestic green mountains were all
bare. Everything was brown with white sticks standing
where powerful trees had lived. Several houses had
ccllapsed. T couldn't believe my fortume: nothing

nad happened to my house except some damage to &
gutvtering caused by flying zinc from & neighbour's
roof. ot a drop of rain got into my house.

At about »:00 p.m. I collected some milk and biscuits
ant vent to visit my neighbours. They had lost their
roof and they had three children. The water behind

my house was about three feet deep and raced quickly
down the hill. I managed to reach. I found them
sittino on tables and standing on beds trying to avoid
the water in their house., We started to bail it out.
One of the children had a cut, Some other peaple with
cuts started to find me. I thought of going to the
Health Centre for some medicines to treat those who
pere injured.

here were no lights, no telephones, no water.
acs were blocked. It started to get dark.

1) -|



£ Senigr Staff Nurse.

On the way home from a cocktail party on Tuesday

night {(August 28th, 1979) I mocked my father-in-law

uho was busily putting up storm windows. I assured him
that no hurricane was coming to Cariba. He told

me that I was too young to remember what a hurricane
could do.

fbout £:30 the next morning we learned that Hurricane
Goliath would hit wus. My husband rushed to the store
at which he worked and started putting up storm
shutters. [y eleven year old boy was on the uerandah
all excited. By 7:30 my in-laws called us to stay

with them and share the fun., At 8:00 a.m. my husband's
boss told him not to bother with the rest of the
shutters. 'y husband brought them home and put them

or our house. By 9:00 a.m. the zinc roofs were reselly
flapping and my son was having the time of his life.

e went to mry in-laws. Just after 10:30 when we

saw houw dengerous it was looking we decided to call
our relatives who lived upstairs our home to tell
trner to go dounstairs where it should be safer. When
I picked up the phone it was dead. 1 got frightened.
Then windows started breaking with a high pitched
noise. liothing was hitting them ~ they were just
breaking. The house was being flooded. e had to
leave. It felt as if the floor was going to cave in
o> 1:ft off. It was unstable. That was sbout

11:20 2a.m. WYWe had to cross about three feet to the
next house. We couldn't see. It was very, very
difficult. Zinc was flying all about. I could hear
it slicing threough the air and slamming into some

ob ject.

At about 5:30 p.m. I went out with my father-in-law.
Tverything was in ruins. A roof had slammed into

his brand new 5Suzuki and smashed it to pieces. He
seemecd to age in about five minutes as he stood,
motioniess and stared at it. He had planned to

insure it earlier that same day. The Ceriba Botanical
GCarcdens, widely recognized as one of the best tropical
gardens of the world, no longer existed. All of the
largest, elegant trees lay on their sides with the
secret of their roots exposed to the sky. ©5Some root



3, twelve feet in diameter, were torn from
catrth a2s the large trees which had comforted

Cne fell en a big school bus and squashed it into
the ground., The forest of 2 garden was withaut a
single leaf., It seemed that Ceribans were more
saddened by the devastation of their historic gerdens
thar by their own private catgsirophes.

House tops were everywhere, Light poles leaned at
every angle. Roads were blocked. Hundreds of
people seemed to be crowding into the streets from
eve-ywnere, Several adults were crying. Others
seened lost. Children were excited and frightened.

we eventually mansged to grope our way to our ouwn
nome at about B:00 p.m. It was full of people,
about 30 of them, seeking shelter. Some of the
roagf from the upper floor had been torn avay.
Sverytining was wet. There was a buzz of noise with
evervone talkino at once. 1 was about to set out
for the hospital which was about 200 yards away.

2t wzs still raining and pitch black. A policewoman
aczured me that the hospital had all the help it
nezdec and thet I should stey with the nouseful 1
nac., Sthe said that there were several men from the
nolice force and army at the hospital.



Conference Nurse

~hen we left Barbados on llonday 27th August, 1979
we knew that Hurricane Goliath was on a course to
nit that country. The mass media in Barbados
constantly issued instructions, warnings, advice,
information about shelters and guidelines about the
roles of emergency and voluntary personnel.

Gr Tuesday the warnings remained the same. Our
fegional Nurses Conference was opened on schedule on
the 2cih by the Acting President of Cariba.

& continued our proceedings on .Jednesday morning.

The uweather had turned ugly. The Cariban nurses
telepioned and explained that unless the weather
improved they would be unable to join us. At 9:00 a.m.
we heard 2 broadcast on local radic advising people

to stey home. We had difficulty finding a convenient
rocin. The wind blew wherever we went. By 10:00 a.m.
the noise of the wind was fearsome., It was & totally
continuous raging howl: a non-stop demonic force.

I hac¢ never heard such a frightening sound. &8s one roof
flev off we realized that this was not just bad
weatner: we feared we were in the hurricane. We

moved to another room and the roof was soon torn away.

Some members of the Conference bundled in @ corner
with cushions and towels over their faces ostrich-
like seeking protection from the flying glass. Two
others braced tables against & strong glass door.
Through it we saw the terrifying force of destruction.
Huge, age-old royal palms were twisted and snapped

off in a moment, then carsened into the sky. Large
trees were shaken, uprooted and tossed aside. Zinc
sailed through the air like tissue paper. Breadfruits
bulleted across our view. Roofs swirled into the

sky. Little houses crumbled and splattered into the
streets. VWe were 211 scared.* Some started praying.
Then the glass doors uwere splintered.

e tried to reach the church across the road. It was

a snelter. One person did and returned with the report
that the door was locked. A guest asked whether there
wyas a wine cellar., A few moments later the hotel
manager led us to a storeroom. We had to persuade

some nurses to make the short trip outside in order

to get into the cellar: There had been a lull and

they knew it was the eye of the storm passinc and

were terribly frightened. We linked arms and got

into the cellar before the wind resured its destructiva



PuUIEOzE.

There we felt more secure. There were 21 of us in

the small cold room., Wet, frightened, tired and scared.
Some nurses started drinking wine, Others prayed.

There were blankets, lamps, matches, kerosene, tinned
food, matiressesand fire buckets.

fs it eased some of us visited our rooms. The

powerful hotel was a complete ruin. 1 thought of

the thousends of little board houses perched precariously
on stones and forced the thought out of my mind,

In the rooms panes of glass louvres had stuck upright

in my mattress. My knees wobbled. My clothes and
sheets had been sucked out of the room and were no where
in sight. The ssa had carried mud and sand BD feet up
and splashed it into our rooms. Telephones waere in
splinters. Ffurniture was scattered and smashed.
Toiletries had disappeared.

I looked unere Cariba's powerful tropical mountains
stooc., 1 couldn't believe my eyes. There was not

& znogle green thing. The well clothed majestic green
~opuntaine were stripped bare. They were nude. It

was an ugly vulgar site. I felt as if I vas loeking
at the past. There was no future. Everything was
finished.

The church we had tried to reach for shelter had
crumbled. The massive beams of the large roof had
caved in. If we were there we would all have been
squashed. I felt very close to death.

1t was dark when it stopped. Two girls started out
for tne hospital against ocur advice. They were on
their first visit to Cariba and didn't know where the
hospital was. They returned forty minutes later,

one with 2 twisted ankle, and the other with a2 nail
prich and & sliced hand, They reported total
jestructiaon, impassable strests, dazed, shocked,
stunned, homeless people. There were no lights.
Shops were being looted of everything.

T ihought of getting word to my husband that 1 was

-

alive. The telephones were dead.



£ VUisiting Medical Doctor

Two deys after Hurricane Goliath hit Cariba, on
Friday 31st August 1979, I arrived in the island,
5 & native Cariben, a main concern for me was
naturally the status of my immediate family - my
pererts and brothers. The reports of Goliath's
ravages were worse than alarming.

fs we approached the country it was all brown. It
had been shredded of its lush green forests -~ the
thickest in the islands. I could not believe my eyes,
t was far worse than I imagined. The mountains
were bare. Huge trees had been devided and reduced
to thin white skeletons. That scene was alien to the
trosics: it wes a landscape without leaves. It was
like winmter ... @ tropical forest of leafless stalks,.
1t was horrible. The white stalks against the naked
brown rountains looked like one massive cenetery.
Perhaps it was.

The villazges were a picture of pity. Houses had been
heo like match boxes under a heavy foot. Lumber
~inc were in confusion. Sections of roads had

ripoed zuway. Huge landslides camouflaged the roads

elsewuhere. I closed my eyes. I could not absorb
anymore of that devastation. My home hed been ravaged.

T guess partly because of being & doctor and partly
hecause of being well knouwn at home it was easy to
secure a helicopter ride into town. Iy relatives were
all alive and their houses uwere like the others, with
only a plastic covering where the roof had been.

The real loss was in my brother's large stere which
had been smashed by Golieth and gutted by looting.
Everything was gone. That hurt the fewmily. They
withdrew, as if in @bject surrender. Despair was
thick and clammy.

T realized thet this was no time for self-indulgence.
Trere was no sewerage, no water, no electricity, food
was all but done, there was neither law nor order:

it Lzs & classic disaster zane and 2ll the uretched
corseguences threatened to vanguish the crippled island.
S¢ when on Friday night the [linister of tealib asked me
to act as Chief Medical Officer 1 was pleased to
accept the invitation.



Surgeon, Goodwill Hospital

For scme reason that I have never been able to recall,
I was late leaving home. I had driven less than a
mile when I realized that the rain was no ordinary
affair., Then I remembered that Barbados was supposed
to be having a date with Hurricane Goliath. When I
met a fairly large tree lying across the road, I
decided to turn back.

I only just made it home. All the vegetation was in
turmoil. 1 thought that if this were the edge of
Goliath, Barbados had my sympathy. By the time I got
home my two mango trees had been uprooted and flung
aside. 1 saw my breadfruit tree demolished. It was
twisted like a ribbon and bent into a knot. It
stayed that way. I couldn't believe my eyes.

The drain pipes around the house were pulled away as
if by some invisible giant. Then that same hand set
to work on the roof: it took all of five minutes to
tear away half of the roof. Water poured everywhere.
Everything, everything was flung helter-skelter.

Pictures were swiped from the walls, furniture was
spun like a top, all our crcckery was reduced to rubble
in one loud crash. Only my wife's scream offered a

feeble compstition,

My fifteen year old son's sanse of adventure soon

changed intoc awe and then toc deep fear., He was

terrified by the power of nature. He seemed to have

felt lost when he could get no reception at all on his
pouverful shortwasve battary radio. He knew that electrical
powver had gone some time before and that the telephone

was long dead. And he knew that we were ten miles

from town and a good three-quarter mile from any
neighbours.

Half of my books were ruined before I could move them.
All of my wife's delicate orchids disintegrated before
our eyes. My son's rabbit hutch with about nine

animals was smashed to pieces. We couldn't save even

one of them.



I thought of the hospital. I wondered how it would
resist the attack. Then I remembered that there was

no Chief Medical Officer. I started trying to guess

at how many lives would be lost and what sort of strain
the hundreds of injuries would place on the hospital.
That's when the coconut tree fell across the car,
sinking the roof on to the back of ths front seat and
breaking both the front and rear windscreens.

When the howl finally stopped, I saw & new country-
side. There was nothing green. The trees stood like
tombstones... leafless stalks on brown mountains.
Everything had been stripped away. I had never seen
such force or such dewvastation.

1 could reach no one. I was certain that the seven
mile trip to town would be impossible - there would
bhe scores of trees and boulders across the road, °
not to mention the likelihood of a few substantial
landslides. No one could reach me, Our food was
all wet, but we had enough for a few days.



Chief Public Health Inapector

The morning looked terrible. I went to work but I was
glad of the news to return home, I got home just before
10:00 2.m. Shortly after that all hell broke loose.

One minute I had & roof and the next minute I had sky.
Only the rafters remained. Watsr poured in. We had

a pool in the living room. We climbed on to the dining
table. We tried to strengthen the doors against the
incessant battering of the wind by putting furniture
against them; it made virtually no difference.

We were all soaked. Clothes blew out of cupboards and
flew into the air like paper. By 1:00 p.m. we didn't

even think any longer of being dry. Nothing, nothing,
nothing was dry. Water from higher up the hill poured
right through our yard cutting a small gully where we

had a much-loved little garden. Everything that could
break, did.

The chaos eased for a while and came back more furious
than before. It seemed to be toying with the country...
smashing whatever it pleased.

By the time it really stopped it was early in the
evening. I tried to decide whether I should make an
attempt to contact the Office or deal with the home
front first. My wife wes as disturbed and upset as I
was, Our three children were quite frightened.- I
decided to stay at home and do some petchwork.

Everybody's place was in the same state as mine -
roofless and soaked. Young fellows were collecting
zinc and board from all over. It was impossible to
establish who was collecting whose roofing material,
But a lot of collection was going on. Several fellows
in smell groups essisted the older folk. Ths group
helped with very minor repairs. There was @ thought-
fullness and 2 sense of community that I had not seen
in years,

We slept under the stars and on tables. We uwere all
stiff, tired, uncomfortable and hungry at 5:30 a.m. 0N
Thursday. None of us had really slept.



I don't know how it happened. But I was in a helicopter
by 9:30 a.m. to make a tour of the island and report to
the Prime Minister, The helicopter was from a Londish
warship. I knew Cariba wvery, very well. Yet I could
not recognize a thing. The entire landscape had been
changed. I couldn't recognize one village from the next.
I could see no plantations at all. Whole sections of
road had disappeared - along the coast it had been
chopped away by savage, mountainous seas and in the
interior covered by massive landslides. I couldn't
assess anything, All I could report was a tele of total
grief. Beautiful, lush, ever-green Cariba had baen
reduced to an ugly brown ash. It wes as if a2 fire had
raged from one end of the country to the other.

Nothing had escaped, Everything had besn ravaged. The
place was burnt.

Only the rivers still ran. There was no sign of life,
1t seemed as if whole villages had been taken up and
put elsewhere. My country which I knew as well as my
home was e strangs puzzle to me. There were no point
of familiarity. Except the rivers. The devastation
was complets.



Cariban Nurse

I had been on duty on Tuesday night, so I was asleep
on Wednesday morning., When the rain stearted it did
seem unusually heavy and gusty, but I just made
myself snug and tucked in.

I Jumped out of bed quite suddenly when a window blew

in on me and rain just poured in. I was startled. I
could only see a grey swirl outside. I felt frightened,
I tried to calm myself with the thought that my ysars

in England had made me unaccustomed to tropical
weather. My entire family had migrated when I was about
ten and I had only returned in February out of curiosity
and a wish to be in e real West Indial community,.

I dressed quickly and then went into the corridor
banging on all the other nurses' doors in the hostel.
R few of them were quite excited, but others were
really worried asbout their families and their homes.
By about 11:15 a.m. no one was excited anymore. The
hostel was unsafe, but we couldn't leave it. Rain
Just poured everywhere: it was like being hosed down.
The wind ripped at everything. Doars were torn from
their hinges with one swift bang; windows were pushed
in with a cruel easse; cupboards were overturned and
smashed, linen was pulled from beds and curtains
vanished into the wet, grey violence that surroundsd
us. By noon we were completely exposed to the full
power of that wvicious force: the entire roof of the
hostel was removed in one horrible tearing roar. It
just peeled off like tin-foil.

Then I heard something buzz through the air. We were
all huddled together. We realized that the hospital
was without a roof! We wanted to go and help the poor
patients. But we simply couldn't move - The noise of
the wind was frightening: it went on and on. It was
as deafening as it was destructive.

There was a brief clearing in the afterncon and uwe
could see the havoc that lay around us. The entire
hospital was & shambles. Roofs, or parts of them
were all over the compound. There were gaping holes



where windaus had been. The roofs werse nothing but
skalatons of raftaers.

We raced towards the Matron's office. Some nurses
started talking aof seeing about their femilies. They
wvanted to leave. Before Matron could enswer, the winds
suddenly burst upon us agein., By now we all realized
that we were not simply getting the side winds of
Hurricane Goliath that was scheduled for Barbados; we
vere getting the full treatment. We had & repeat
performance of the morning's devastation. '

We were no longer concerned about what would blow out
next or which roof would fly. Property suddenly became
quite insignificant., The real question was whether we
would live to the end of it. Fear filled us, We just
wanted it to stop.

Some nurses were crying about their children, others
about their parsnts. That was my one relief - my
parents were far out of the reach of this devilish
force.

At about five it stopped. 1 rushed to the wards,
Everything was confused. There was no order whatso-
ever. You looked and you knew immediately that you
had tec start from scratch.

Then 1 heard a patient call feebly "Nurse, we are
hungry. We haven't had & thing since breakfast this
morning."* I went to tell the Matron and overheard
three or four nurses telling her that they really had
to try to reach their fami{lies as soon as possible.
They wanted toc leave right auway.

ODutside young pecple were moving parts of roofs and
small trees out of the rosd, They were calling out to
old folk and checking in their basements to ensure
that people in the neighbourhood were alright; thst is,
alive. They helped some older people to tha haspital.
n few of them tried to tack doors over the huge holes
in some houses. Others came up to the hospital to see
the miserable state of things and to offer their help.

I couldn't get myself to think of the work that
confronted us. That was 8 horror ahead of us, no
less than the one that had passed.
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Several people have walked up the hill to the hospital
seeking food and shelter, They are hungry - adults and
children.

7:30 p.m.
Wednesday
August 29



Corference Nurse

You learned from your transistor which you had tuned

in to fadio Antilles that after more than twelve

hours of total silence, Cariba had just re-established
contact with the rest of the world. & lone Ham
gperator had transmitted & message of extensive
devastation and called for relief services from
neighbouring countries and international organizations.

10:5C p.m.
‘'ednesda
August 2



retron

You learn of a decision to move some patients into
the "ational Bank. The evacuation is set to begin

irmediately., The army and volunteers are expected
to do the job.

11:30 p.rm.
ednesday
August 29



Two of the three nurees who went out returned. Their
les of destruction uwerce startling. They had met

to their governments, reporting their safety. They
Had helped with the evacuation of patients from
soodwill Hospital to the National Zenk,

11:50 p.m.
“'ggnesday
fLugust 29



permanent Secretary

Your body is full of aches from your attempt to sleep
in a car. tach member of your family is dazed end
irritable. Your mind is still staggering from the
shock of your messive loss. You have had no news

of your relatives. You have heard of the wanton
looting that took place during the night.

5:15 a.m.
Thursday
sugust 20



inigzter of Health

It has been impossible for you to contact any
mamber of your Ministry or other Cabinet Finisters.
The roads are blocked. Everything in your house

is wet 'and unprotected. Yindows were blouwn out

and the roof torn away. All your linen 2nd most

af the clothes of your family have disappeared.
Everything is wet. The piano which your wife
cherished so much is ruined.

5:20 2.m.
Thursday
Lugust 30



—enigr Ztaff Nurse

fs you look outside you see people trecking up the
nill toward the hospital. You got very little rest
during the night. There are about 40 people in your
house. They half-slept all over the place. They
want to wash, You have only two small buckets of
water which you collected during the rain last night.

5:30 a.m.
Thursday
Rugust 30



M“inister of Health

You and tne Attorney General set out to walk to
noszau. It is difficult and dangerous. People

re collecting lumber and zinc. Nails are staring
up at you, sharp-pointed in bits of wood., You see
scores of people carrying neat packages. That
signt relieves you: help has arrived.

b :1C a.m.
Thursday
August 30



Permanent Secretary

©Word reached you that no-one can find the key to the
hospital's drug room. OJut to sea you observe 2
warship s2iling to and fro. The swells are still
heavy.

:15 a.nm.
Chursday

Rugust 30



Conference Nurse

ore than twenty of you spent the night in the celler.
Living was exceedingly cramped. Few people got any
rest. The group is beginning to stir There is

no running water. People want to wash. There is

one very discreet ingquiry about the organization's
provision for evacwuating its staff.

6:15 a.me.
Thursday
August 30



"irister of Health

The Attorney General screams at someone. You realize
it'c 2 policeman whom he sees carrying & refrigerator
in 2 push cart. VYou realize that all those neat
rackages were looted. You are surrocunded by loaters
buisily walking home laden with stolen property.

Gt :2C =2.m.
Thursday
August 30



conference |.urse

There is disagreement among the eight senior nurses
attending the Caribbean Nurses Zonference regarding
their appropriate role in the circumstances. Some
want to go and give medical assistance. Others
argue that the appropriate role is an advisory one.
There seems to be some competition for leadership
in the group,

b:45 a.m.
Thursday,
fugust 30



'atron

You are exhausted. Except for about an hour's
troubled slaep you worked all night. There uas

a second delivery in your office at 1:00 a.m,

The few nurses around you are very tired. They
suffered the same trauma and they toc have

been at work since Wednesday morning. iost

nurses have disappeared. O0Only about eight remain.
People are beginning to flood in seeking treatment.
7 crowd is forming. The corridars are still blocked
with rubble. There is mud everywhere. Everything
is wet.

7:00 a.m.
Thursdayv
Rugust 30



Senior Staff Nurse

Yagu hear that people are collecting lumber end
zinc from the streets. There is talk of widespread

locting of all stores.

7:1C a.m.
Thursday
rugust 30



Conference Nursse

ne hotel has a cistern with some clear water. The
kitchen is not badly demaged. There is a store of
food and there is meat in the freezer.

7:10 2.m.
Thursday
August 30



Yinister of Healih

You are met by a driver whom you recognize. He tells
you that the Prime Minister wants you at a meeting
iuat rmorning. The driver explains that his jeep is
alrost half a mile away. You are asked toc hurry.
walking is darngerous., You wonder when you will be
able to return home and whether you should let them
knouw.

7:10 a.m.
Thursday
August 30



Fatron

Three nurses from the Caribbean Nurses Caonference
arrive at the hospital and offer their services.

7:35 a.m.
Thursday
Jugust 30



£lectrical Enginear, Londish Technical Assistence

The helicopter from the HMS/ is circling and / Felicity
preparing to land in the Presidents Grounds. The

frime [Minister shouts in your ear and asks that you
cocrdingte the requests and receipt of international
aig.

§:10 a.m.
Thursday
fugust 30
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Three nurses from the Caribbean Nurses Conference
arrive at the hospital and offer their services.

7:35 a.m.
Thursday
Lugust 30



Serigr “taff MNurse

You learn that the Prime Minister plans to have &
meeting with his Ministers and volunteer relief

personnel.

7:40 a.m.
Thursday
August 30



Conference Nurse

There is what seems like & sea of people at Police
Headquarters seeking treatment., With very few
exceptions, they are all from Roseau. There is only
one first aid kit in the station... cotton, some
dressing, bandages. There is no water. Patients
are walking in for treatment.

8:15 a.m.
Thursday
fugust 30



inister of Health

You eventually reach the President's Grounds..

£ helicopter has just landed and someocne from it has

just introduced himsself to the Prime Minister. The

Prime Minister immediately calls a senior staff nurse

who was nearby and you overhear him tell her "prepare

a list of the drugs we need for this gentleman; he

ie the Medical Officer of the H.M.S5. / And you /Felicity
caonrdinate the medical aspect of the relief services."

8§:20 a.m.
Thursday
August 30



serniors Staff Nurse

The natron suggested that you attend the meeting.

You were en the Presidentls Grounds. The Prime

Minister spoke to the Medical Officers of the H.M.S. relicity
whe had just alighted from the ship's helicopter. '
The Prime Minister called you and instructed you

to provide the M.0, with a "list of the drugs uwe

need. And you coordinate the medical aspect of

the relief services."

§:21 z2.m.
Aos5sE%Yy



Jenior Staff Nurse

The engineer from the Londish Technical Assistance
Rgency has been asked to send off cables. He wants
to get your list of priority medical supplies
immediately.

8:25 a.m.
Thursday
August 30



Cariban Nurse

You observe a man with.a towel around his neck.
He has been gitting still and moaning gently for
some time. He is st Police Headquarters., You

lift the towel, His jugular is almost completely
severed.

:35 a.m,.
Thursday
Jugust 30



Flectrical Engineer, Londish Technical fssistance

Cable and YWireless are still not operatiocnal.

You have only the Ham operator. Through that
medium general pleas for relief have been sent

to all voluntary groups, intentional organizations,
since late lednesday night. You have no informatioen
on the reception or response to {hose messagss.

8:45 a.m.
Thursday
August 30



“"irigter of Health

You cannot locate your Permanent Secretary. You
learn that the Medical 0fficer at the hospital has
made no contact with it. You hear he suffered
terrible losses and is in/bad state. There has

been no word from the Superintendent of Public Heaslth
llurses or the Chief Public Health Inspector. Someone
tells you that the hospital has been totally destroyed.
You learn that Police Headguarters has been opened as
an emergency clinic. It is already crowded. You
hear of the Ham set and that there is a generator

a2t Police Headquarters providing limited pomer in
vhat building.

C:45 a.m.
Thursday
Rugust 30



i'inister of Health

The helicopter reports that there is no sign of life
in the villages to the south or east. This is &ll
the terrain it traversed. In that area over 90%

of the homes are roofless.

g:50 a.m,
Thursday
August 30



I'nister of Health

People are using the rivers for everything: bathing,
Bewage disposal, drinking. You have seen this.

You cannot contact the Chief PFwblic Health Inspector.
You have not seen any of his staff members.

B:55 a.nm.

Thursda;
August 30



Senicr Staff Nurse

k patient at Police Headquarters reports that his
wvhole village (Scotts Head) has disappeared. He
was badly sliced on his arm by a zinc sheet. He
reports seeing 8 close friend chopped at the waist
into two complete pieces. The top half retained
life for /time.

9:10 a.m.

Thursday
August 30
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ft Folice Headquarters you realize that the lone
Ham radio is your only communication device.
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Seniocr Staff Nurse

You learn that during the night the drugs and
supplies from the Roseau Health Centre were looted.
There is very little left.

9:40 a.m.
Thursday
August 30



Conference Nurse

You suddenly realize that there are very few Cariban
nurses at work at the hospital. There are less than
five. And you didn't see any at Police Headquarters
on your way to the hospital. More and more people
are coming for treatment. Scores of nail pricks

and dozens of cuts, abrasives, contusions... Some
wounds are really very large and deep.

10:00 a.m.

Thursday
August 30



Chief Public Health Inspector

A school teacher from Berekua who was in Roseau during
the hurricane has been unable to return to his district
and has been giving assistance as Police Headquarters.
He claims to know Berekua intimately since he did a 1ot
of social work in the area. He claims that except for
a few shops and the new police station he would expect
every building to be demolished. He estimated at least
80 deaths and three times as many injuries.

10:12 a.m.
Thursday
August 30



Cariban Nurse

A farmer from Erjs Estate who recsived a bad slice

on his left forearm thanks you profusely for being so
attentive to him. He expresses sympathy for the
*mountain of work' ahead of you and assures you that he
passed 'hundreds upon hundreds of injured people on

the road' as he made his way to the hospital.

10:20 a.m.
Tnursday
August 30



Cariban Nurse

You hear that a small group of volunteers and civil
servants from the Forestry Department are trying

to clear the mein road towards the Deep Water Harbour.
The wharf is/tact but the storage.facilities are a
total ruin. The massive steel girders were tuwisted
and knotted like ribbons.

10:30 gq.m.
Thursday
August 30



linister of Health

You learn that the volunteers who have been using
chainsaws to cut branches and clear the streets are
having difficulties getting gasoline., Ffurthermore,
the other chainsaws from the Forestry Department were
left in one of the rural offices and are inaccessible.
Thney could use a few more sauws.

1:05 p.r.
Thursda
August Z3th



"atron

The H.!'.5.,/was able to get much closer to Cariba. /Felicity
R team of men from the vessel led by an officer
reported to you. The officer wants to knouw your
priorities: he and his men are at your service.

11:00 a.m.
Thursday
Rugust 3D



Cariban wurse

Scores of patients have been treated for nail pricks
and cuts received from zinc.

1:1> p.m.
Thur sday
August 30



Caritan jlurse

A volunteer worker tells you that a patient from
Trafalgar wants medical supplies to take to the
village. He says it has been destroyed and
everyone is injured. He wants svaerything he can
get. The volunteer wants to know what he should
send and where he can find it.

1:20 p.m
Thursday
Rugust 30



Conforence Nurse

£ patient from Morne Prosper relates with much excite-
ment and drama how he saw a number of houses collepse.
He figures, feor he knows the families well, that about
20 persons must be dead in that area alone.

rsday
gust 30th.



Chief Public Health Inspector

The Minister wishes to know whether in your view the
assessment of what food must be dumped and what can be
salvaged is a priority at this time. If it is, he

would like to know how long such an exercise would take
and when he could expect a report., The Minister
emphasizes that he does not know whether food evaluation
should be a public health priority, in the present
circumstances and wishes to be guided by you.

2:34 p.m.
Tnursday
Bugust 30



Cariban Nurse

You hear that the police have received word that there
have been many deaths in TE€te Morne. Several houses
collapsed and it is believed that entire families have
been wiped cut. The road is impassable.

2:40 p.m.
Thursday
August 30



Cariban r'urse

You treat a patient who tells you that he is from
Delices. He is wide-eyed. He assures you that the
vhole village has been destroyed. He is returning
home to bury his mother.

3:05 p.m.
Thursday
fugust 3C



Surgeon, Goodwill Hespital

You receive a report from a patient who states that =
landslide at Dubuc has covered that entire villags.
He saw it himself on his way in from Stowe. He says
the village just isn't there. He believes esveryone
was buried alive. Maybs 700 people.

3:20 p.m.
Thursday
August 30



Conference Nurse

You hear that the patients in the National Bank
have not bean fed.

3:40 p.m.
Thursday
Rugust 30



Conference Nurse

There are patients of all types on the floor. Some

had been transferred from the hospital. Others had
been referred for observation from Police Headquarters.
There are just two student nurses. The sewer is
blocked and smelling. There are no windows. There

is no electricity for the airconditioning. It is
crowded. They are hungry. The nurses are confused
and exhausted.

4:00 P.me.
Thursday
August 30



Chief Publiec Health Inspector

You learn that the volunteers who comprise the Food
Committee have advised the National Disastar Committee
that in the present situation there is no time to
inspect food. They have advised that in the interest
of public health the safest policy is to condemn all
food in those supermarkets and varehouses that were
subject to flooding and which had no standby electrical
generators. You know that all the warehouses uwere
affected by some flooding and you know of only one
supermarket that had e standby generator, It was
damaged and has been unuseeble since the hurricane.

4:30 p.m.
Thursday
Ruguest 30



tlectrical Engineer

You understand that some emergency supplies have been
flown in to the airport. It is more that 40 miles
away and the road is blocked at several places. It
is seid that the crates contain weccines and other
medical supplies.

5:30 p.m.
Thursday
August 30



Chief Public ‘lealth Inspector

A Cariban !lurse reports that at least ten patients
whom she treated yesterday related stories of seeing
their neighbours digging holes and preparing make-
shift graves for their relatives. The dead were just
wrapped in curtains. The scenes they described uwere
vretched, hollow and mournful., The effort of such a
burial seemed to suck life from the relatives: they
vere said to work like zombiaes.

£:1C p.m.
Thursday
fugust 30th.



