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A namazu (catfish) is being slain.
A namazu was thought to cause earthquakes in old time of Japan.
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World Geographical Distribution of Hypocenters and Plates
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1. Earthquakes of the World
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1988-1998, Magnitude =5.0, Depth < 100km
(Source: Japan Meteorogical Agency)
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World’s Major Earthquakes of the 20th Century
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YEAR DATE REGION MISSING | MAGNTUDE COMMENTS
1906 1 31 | /7KL DJOVET 1,000 82 | BERE
| Ecador Colombia Tsunami
1906 FU YRSy 20,000 8.2 | ZREE N4 THE
! Valparaiso, Chili I:.unagpi, Damage in
- ) lawaii
1908 N A12U7 Xyt 110,000 7.0
LA . " Messina, Italy
1920 | bE HRE 200,000 8.6 | KETBICL BB
‘_ P | Kansu, China Great Rock Slide
1922 il 7)) PoAa= 1,000 8.3 | BERRE
i Atacama, Chili Tsunami
19235 9= g BA MEHZ MEA®E) 140,000 79 | BEKKK
South Kanto, Japan Great Tokyo Fire
1933 33 B& =D (SEEmRRR) 3,000 8.1 | BEWE
Off Sanriku, Japan Tsunami
1934 1 15 | (> K« 2/ —)LEH 10,000 8.3
India Nepal
1944 12 7 | B& EF¥B (Rasnlk (8%) 1,200 79 | BEERTHEX
Off Kii-hanto, Japan Er‘lg:,l‘ lchrlr::gn in
1945 11 28 | /SF 25 Vg 4,000 8.0 | BERE
Off Pakistan Tsunami
1946 12 21 | BAF RPHEP (FEHE) 1,300 8.0 | BEWE
Off Kii-hanto, Japan Tsunami
1950 8 15 | 1~ F ZwoiL $E 4,000 8.6
| Assam India, China
1960 5 22 | FU@EH 10,000 85 | KBERE, BATEEIN
South Chili Great Tsunami
1976 7 28 | PE AFdE (BLRE) 242,000 7.8
; : Hopeh, China
1985 9 19 | YFYIPBAFHRE (LFVO#R) 10,000 8.1
i s Central Mexico
1995 1 172 | 0x RESED (RESEDHR)(8E) 6,400 72 | BFTHEX
S South Hyogo-ken, Japan Great Damage in
Kobe City
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Earthquakes do not necessarily occur all
over the world, but concentrate on the areas
where the plates subduct, such as in a belt
which girdles the Pacific Ocean, and in the
secondary belt between lItaly and Indonesia.

Japan is located in the circum-Pacific seis-
mic zone where the crustal movement is the
most active, and earthquakes are therefore
most rampant. While the Japan archipelago
and the surrounding continental shelves
amount to only 0.1% of the total area of
the world, the energy of the earthquakes
emitted from there holds about as much as
10% of what the earth generates in total. In
Japan, a great earthquake of magnitude 8
class recurs every ten years, and a large-
scale earthquake of magnitude 7 class once
a year.
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« Of magnitudes greater than 8 and with more than, 1,000
people killed, or of 100,000 people killed.

* Death and Missing numbers are approximate.

» Source: Dictionary of Earthuakes (Asakura Shoten publishing Ca.)



