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3. Earthquake Disaster Countermeasures for Larger Cities

In consideration of the enormous and widespread damage
that a large-scale earthquake would cause to large city areas,
it is essential for the national government, local governments
and other organizations to effectively implement countermea-
sures operating with each other.

The Central Disaster Prevention Council’s  Expert
Committee on Earthquake Countermeasures for Large Cities
mapped out in June 1998 its proposals on the basic ap-
proach to and direction of study of earthquake disaster coun-
termeasures for large cities which are to be undertaken by
the government as a whole. The proposals, which are based
on the lessons learned from the Great Hanshin-Awaji
Earthquake, call for wide-area cooperation in the southern
Kanto, Kinki and Chubu regions in promoting practical and
effective earthquake disaster countermeasures that address is-
sues peculiar to large city areas. In addition, the proposals
present priority issues pertaining to the prevention measures
and preparation of emergency countermeasures.

The national government, local governments and their re-
lated organizations are hoped to engage in deliberations for
the realization of countermeasures based on these proposals
and promote these measures. Residents and Companies in
large city areas are also hoped to undertake initiatives based
on these proposals.

Proposals by the Central Disaster Prevention Council’s

Expert Committee on Earthquake Countermeasures for
Large Cities
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. Introduction
Section 1: Preface
Section 2: Reasons for Selecting Areas Targeted in the Proposals
Section 3: Seismic Activity in Large City Areas
1. Evaluation of seismic activity in Southern Kanto Region
2. Evaluation of probability of earthquake occurrence in the
Kinki and Chubu regions.
3. Level of danger by earthquakes
Section 4: Unique Aspects of Major Earthquake Disasters in Large City
Areas

Promotion of Earthquake Countermeasures in large City Areas

Section 5: Main Challenges for Earthquake Countermeasures in Large City
Areas
1. Basic approach to establishing preventive measures and
preparation of emergency measures in large city areas
2. Main challenges for preventive measures
3. Main challenges for preparation for emergency measures
Section 6: How Information from Evaluations of Probability of
Earthquake Occurrence Should be Applied
1. How information from evaluations of the probability of
Earthquake Occurrence should be applied to disaster counter-
measures
2. Ideal relationship between earthquake disaster countermea-
sures and seismic research
Section 7: How the Various Individual Earthquake Countermeasures for
Large City Areas Should be Interrelated
1. Promoting coordination between national and local authori-
ties” earthquake countermeasures for large city areas
2. How the earthquake countermeasures of urban and regional
areas should be coordinated
3. Practical countermeasures being drawn up for specific chal-
lenges

Section 8: System for Promoting Earthquake Countermeasures for Large
City Areas
1. System for promoting earthquake countermeasures designed to
be implemented in coordination

2. Future activities of the Expert Committee
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