9. Strengthening Disaster Prevention Systems
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and Raising Disaster Prevention Awareness

Setting up Disaster Prevention Radio
Communication Network

The National Land Agency and other bodies connected
with disaster prevention in the national government, prefec-
tures, and so on, need to secure communications needed for
disaster countermeasures and promote disaster countermea-
sures smoothly and quickly, by gathering and transmitting ac-
curate information in the event of a large-scale earthquake or
other extraordinary disaster.

Therefore, these bodies should arrange various disaster-
prevention radio networks using exclusive radio transmission
channels, and make every effort in the event of an extraordi-
nary disaster.

Disasterprevention radio networks include central disaster
prevention radio that links the central ministries etc. now
being arranged by the National Land Agency; fire defense
disaster prevention radio that links the Fire Defense Agency
with prefectural offices, and disaster prevention administrative
radio that is being built to enable prefectures and municipali-
ties to gather and transmit disaster information on the basis
of local disaster prevention plans.
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Drawing up Earthquake Disaster Version in Local
Plan for Disaster Prevention

Since the earthquake disaster bears different characteristics
from the wind and flood disaster, the national government
has been providing the local governments with guidance on
drawing up separate local plan for earthquake disaster coun-
termeasures.

System for Securing Emergency Supplies

In order to keep the livelihood and health of citizens at
the time of disaster, the local governments are improving a
system where by rice, hard-dried biscuits, drinking water, and
medical supplies are secured and readily available.

(Staple Food)

The arrangements are made, in order to maintain uninter-
rupted food supply, to correctly report the guantity of rice
the national government stocks in the disaster-inflicted prefec-
ture and neighboring prefectures.

The stockpile of hard-dried biscuits and powdered milk for
infants are also maintained, and at the same time the liaison
system among the related industries and distribution channels
of such products is being improved to ensure the supply.
(Water supply)

To cope with the situation where water supply would be
discontinued due to the breakdown of water facilities, the
local governments are preparing water supply trucks and
emergency water tanks.

(Medical supplies)

The national government, local governments, the Japan Red
Cross Society, and related industries proceed to improve on
the procurement and stockpiling of medical supplies required
for medical relief activities in case of a disaster.
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General Disaster Prevention Exercise

Since 1971, disaster prevention exercise for taking counter-
measures against earthquake disaster have been conducted
under close and effective linkage among the national govern-
ment, local governments and other organizations every year.

In 1979, exercise to prepare people for a Tokai Earthquake
became a pressing issue. Since then, practical and compre-
hensive disaster prevention exercises have been conducted
on the basis of the Large-Scale Earthquake Countermeasures
Act. Another exercises on the assumption of a large-scale
earthquake directly below the Southern Kanto region have
been conducted since 1983.

Local governments also conduct’ their own exercises ac-
cording to their local requirements and necessities.
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Dissemination of Knowledge concerning
Earthquake Disasters

For the purpose of minimizing the damages resulting from
the earthquake disaster, the activities for dissemination of
useful knowledge for disaster prevention is widely offered to
both the citizens and the disaster prevention administrators in
the most appropriate way.

Such activities consist of public information by means of
radio and TV broadcast, lending out of disaster prevention
movie films, holding events in the Disaster Prevention Week
and lecture sessions, distributing pamphlets, etc.
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Autonomous Disaster Prevention Organizations

and Voluntary Activities

The activities of volunteer organizations and autonomous
disaster prevention organizations, comprised of local resi-
dents, play an important role in reducing the damage caused
by earthquakes.

With this in mind, the government designated January 17
as national “Disaster Prevention and Volunteer's Day” and
the week of January 15 to 21 as national “Disaster
Prevention and Volunteer's Week”. These are designed to
raise awareness of the volunteer and autonomous work per-
formed during disasters among Japan’s citizens and the vari-
ous regional disaster prevention agencies and authorities, and
to thereby enhance preparations for disasters. Disaster pre-
vention related agencies and authorities hold some events in
and around this week.
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