Patterns of sound practice in internal displacement. As noted

above, field practice in internal displacement is evolving. Nonethe-

less, the examples of field practice above suggest several themes or

patterns that characterize sound programming:

B Encouragement of national authorities to meet their

responsibilities. The internally displaced, by definition,
remain citizens of their own nation, and national authorities
retain primary responsibility for their welfare. When lack of
resources or of will limit assistance by national authorities,
sound practice may suggest support for, or advocacy with, those
authorities as an appropriate first step.

Investment in collection of detailed data on displacement.
Chaos, separation, limits on access, desire for anonymity, and
other factors accompanying displacement crises complicate
the international community’s ability to get a clear picture of
the displaced, their capacities, and their needs. Sound field
practice will be based on accurate data collection—including
data disaggregated by gender, age, and other key factors—to
permit quality program design and targeting.®

Careful analysis of local sociocultural patterns.
Displacement will be perceived differently by different
communities and individuals, depending on prior experience
and on local social, cultural, religious, and community
traditions and beliefs. Sound field practice will be preceded
by careful study of these factors in order to understand what
displacement means to those experiencing it.

"Currently, the Global IDP Survey, in cooperation with the UN Inter-Agency
Standing Commuittee Working Group on IDPs, is designing a global data
base on IDPs. As this project ts attempting to address the multitude of meth-
odological issues pertaining to data collection on the internally displaced. it
bears watching by practitioners.
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B Protection as well as assistance interventions. As internally
displaced persons remain within the boundaries of their nation,
international efforts to guarantee the types of protection listed
in the Guiding Principles on Internal Displacemenr will
encounter issues of national sovereignty. Yet, displaced
populations may be especially vulnerable to abuse, and
protection may be a higher priority than material assistance.
Creative efforts to extend protection to the internally displaced
are an essential element of sound field practice.

B Recognition that displaced individuals, families and
communities are key actors. In displacement situations, as
in other circumstances when international organizations
atternpt to assist local communities, the perspectives. rights,
and capacities of the displaced themselves should guide
appropriate interventions. In certain cases, the displaced will
be in extremely difficult conditions. and will require immediate
relief. In other cases, the total effort of the international
community might pale in comparison with what the displaced
will do for themselves. Supporting displaced communities.
understanding their objectives, seeking their input in planning,
and enhancing their role in relation to local authorities are
essential steps to sound field practice.

B Addressing internal displacement within a broader
humanitarian strategy, The factors causing internal
displacement may also affect other groups, including host
communities. conflict-affected communities, refugees, and
returnees. Although the internally displaced may experience
particular vulnerabilities related to their condition, assistance
and protection for the internally displaced should be provided
as part of a broader humanitarian strategy that takes into
account the perspectives, rights and capacities of other affected
groups within the society.

M Recognition of the gender aspects of displacement. Many
aspects of displacement—from camp facilities, to food access.
to disruption of employment. to risk of violence. to social
standing—will affect men and women differently. with the
impact often most severe on women. Just as important, the
experience of displacement is likely to atfect the social
relationship between genders. Recognition of this reality is a
core element of sound field practice.
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8 Collaborative institutional arrangements among
international organizations and international and local
nongovernmental organizations. The complexity of
displacement crises, the gap in international institutional
leadership, and the evolution of systematic practice should all
impel close working relationships among responding
organizations. It is all too easy for the particular needs of
internally displaced persons to “fall through the cracks” if
international and national organizations, including
governments and nongovernmental organizations. are not
talking with each other, sharing data, and rationally allocating
tasks. Close and collaborative working relations among
responding institutions—including the use of IDP working
groups and similar targeting arrangements—are essential to
sound field practice.

B Integration of emergency and developmental interventions.
Many displacement crises have an emergency phase, when
immediate, life-saving assistance may be required. Many
displacement crises, however, can last for years, as the
internally displaced are caught in ongoing contflicts or political
stalemates. Sound field practice aims at assisting and
promoting the earliest possible return to self-sufficiency by
access to economic activity, such as food production and
employment. Sound field practice is also characterized by an
early planning for durable solutions—such as return or
resettlement—and a recognition that the solution to internal
displacement may be related to national economic and political
development.
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