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DISASITER MANAGEMENT TN PAKISTAN

INTRODUCTION

Cataclysmia ovaents like floods,earthguakes,droughts,
cyclones and hurriaanas cta. have p layed a vital role in the
evolution of the Earth to its prosent shape.With the advent of
mankind on this planat these natural phenomena havae come to
disrupt day Lo day lifc of people and to undo their achicvements
In an attempt to assume greater control of Earth the man has
further compoundcd Lhe situation and introduced man-made
disasters like civil strifoes,gas 1eakages etc. besides accelecating
environmental degradalion. Bul at Lthe samc time man has always
tried to manage and mitigatce the cffects of naturalt as well as
man-made disastoars, Yhae same is true of Pakistan.

2, Pakiston is located in South Asia where seasonal
rainfall periodicity is a prevalenlt feature and incidences

of both abnormal surpluses and dcficits of rainfall are regular
occurrences. The average rainfall recorded during monsoon is

200 mm. Pakistlan is sprecad over an area of 888,000 sg.km with

a population of 120 million. The temperature in Lhe country
varies from 6°C in January 1o 48°C in June. Pakistan is composed
of a varied geographic pallern having Lhe second highest pcak in
the world with major mountainous ranges of the Himalayas, Lhe
Karakuram and thc Bindukush in Lhe north and a vast hostile
desert in the south. While floods occur quite frequently resulting
in widespread damagas,droughlks in desert regions cause considerable
concern and miscry. llowever, Pakistan is lucky that it did not

have to face many carthouakes of saeverce intensity.

3. As stoted alsewhorae the areas constituting Pakistan
are pronc to a varicly ol disaslers like floods,droughts,
earthquakes landslidas savalanchoes: and clouvdbursts ota, Whila
devastating aarthquakes arce a rare phenomenon,floods occur guite
fraequently and cause widesproead damage too.Disaster management
has therefore remained an important discipline in Pakistan,



