Passangers helped by Nepal Police to cross Agra River at Mahadevbesi




Relief camps in Sarlahi

By Kahnaiya Lal Keshari

Karmaiya, Sarlahi, July 27:

Relief works in Sarlahi and
Rauwtahat districts, which were
ravaged by the floods in the
Bagmati river, are being carried
out here in full swing.

But relief camps in Sarlahi
are overcrowded and lack of
resources can be seen as the
impediment for effective
operations.

Food, medicines and doctors
are not adequate in the district
where the floods are estimated
to have taken a toll of over

1000 lives, though the
immediate relief assistance of
Rs.100,000 sought for the

district was already received,
officials involved in the relief
operations say.

Thousands have become
homeless of which, according
to Tanka Prasad Prasai, an area

member of Sarlahi, about,
3,000 families are being
housed in Telief camps in

Karmaiya secondary school,
Karmaiva mill, Karmaiya
Primary school, Sukke Pokhari
campus, Dungre Khola Primary
school, Thing tole, Dungre
Dharahara Primary school and
Hariwan secondary school.
There are twelve relief
camps being run at various
places near Hariwan in addition

to these, Mr Prasai said.
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Constituency No.5 of
Sarlahi were the most affected
area where 33 corpses were
found in the Karmaiya village
alone, he said. Two hundred and
two people were missing frcm
the village. Similarly many
people are missing from
Sankarpur and Barhathwa.

According 1o Rameshra)
Kafle, arga No. 5 member of
Karmaiya village development
commitiee, the heavy loss of
lives and property was inflicted
in the village as the main gate
of Bagmati Irrigation Project’s
eastern canal was closed and a
gate which was open during the
floods on July 20 got for
plugged causing the water to
spill onto the villages.

Kafle said six members of
the family of Krishna Kumar
Jogi of ward No. 4 of Karmaiya
village were swept away in the
floods while his two sons and
two daughters working in
Kathmandu survived.

All the five members of
Laxmanbal Tamang of the same
ward are missing yet. Fourty
people who dwelt at Sri Ram
Dharmashala got swept away
by the floods. Of them Arjun
Prasad Kandel is undergoing
treatment at Malangwa
Hospital after he was found five
kilometers far in the river side
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on the 21st.

In Rautahat, villages of
Samanpur, Paurahi, Dharampur,
Pakaha Bakhr including the
headquarters of Gaur have been
serverly affected with 65
people of Paurahi missing.
According 1o police inspector
Dilip Basnet 13 corpses have
been recovered and search is on
for the remaining.

Pakaha and glkh:i villages
near the Bagmati river have
now only 40-50 houses out of
the 200 houses which were
there before the floods hit the
villages. The number of people
missing from the villages have
not been estimated yet.Uddav
Dhakal of Nepali Congress,
who is active in the relief
works, said constituency 4 was
the most severely affected area
in the distnct.

The flood vicums have been
housed in Janjyoti secondary
school, Mangalpur primary
school, Bagmati mill and Gaur
Dharmashala in the Rautahat
district.

Lack of drinking water and
medicines for the victims has
been most severely felt in the
relief camps 1n Sarlahi and
Rautahat. Various
organizations and individuals
have now joined the relief
works initially started by the
local people.

Flood victims waiting outside their plastic tents at the Dharahara relief camp in Sarlahi.



RELIEF: ¢
Roads being *
rebuilt

materials. A totdl of 9,323 (laod
victims have been kepiin 12 rglicf
camps sc1 up in Sarlab district,
According wMr Amartya, sufficient
relicf services have been provided
1o the victims, However, people of
southem villages who have been
rendered homeless by the flood are
still awaitmg relicf operations, The
lifeline of southern part of Sarlahi-
Muanusmary irrigation project -has
been heavily destroyed due 10
which iransportation of relief
materials has been obstructed.

Two bulldozers have been n
operation W reconsiruct the road
that links 40 villages with the
district headquarters, However, the
work s very slow and road
comstruction euipment have been
sentw reconstruct the road linking
with the capital,

As the relicf works arc
concentraied it northern  areas,
Nood affected people are heading
oward the north leaving the
southern parts,

. Thedisplaced persons have put
up makeshilt huiments along the
rouad in Barthaiya, Munaiya, and
Dharahars, Most of them are those
who [led their villagg in the south
sceking rehel mategdls, The Tocal
admmistration in Sarlahi has, so
[ar, registered 30,000 people are
Mood victims.

Mr Aty said relicl muterials
were being distribuicd through the
relief commitiee comprised of
representatives of pohtical parties.
Hnwcvur.PunilSn{w.nicomplaincd
that relief mistertals have not
rcached Hajariyn village,

- Some people of Barthaiya
vallage complained aboul the
mismanagenment of thE relief
maierials with police inspector
Bulkrishna Chaudhary. who later
assurcd the people that necessary
action will helaken toensuge reliel
distribunon.

Su {ar, 307 persohs were killed
and 537 are siill missing due o
flovds in Sarlahi district, However,
the number could be much higher,
suid Jocal people,

Minister for Tourism Ratn Hari
Jushi said the relief aperanons are
neing expanded and weaknesses
would be gradually ironed out.

e disut 16‘;

. 1CS.
clothing pese ST

. aw
ed Soclf-“"w_a,o()! w0 the Mims

Himalaya® Nepal
:‘.s chattman yicprily

Dg;lf":‘:: Health E:‘e:
tree OfL han

palput ed

d snd ™ Varat gapla,

ad © \13
61500/ Yadu b Sigected PECP : o
lan the ensils- an addino

for Mimistry of 5“,0 Health etief

. e
‘an'dskide p‘
e’d\ca‘ 1eaim Dh
edicines has
palung, ABTL 4
the pjrport.
epal

HOSP““ P
ucation  Dhungand:



