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Ecolorgical Consideration

Previous flood control and water resources
developmant projects have concentrated on
function, often at the expense ol nature and our
environment,

MNewly affluent and disenchanted with urbanization,
many people have begun to searczh more actively
for places to enjoy nature. Thus more effort must
be mads to create communities where tha places
in which people work and live are integrated with
the natural river environments.
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Improving water quality

Twenty million people think tap water smells musty.

River water qualty has genarally mgproved. Some urban nvars
and lakes, however, remain so contaminated that evan the
gualty of drinking water is often affected and psople give up the
opperiunity to get acquainted with naturs

According to & Ministry of Health and Walfare survey, about

B Number of peaple who think tap water smells musty
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B Every one wishes for "safe,” "tasty," and “clear" water.

Surveys about rivers and water show that many peaple yearn
for water thatis "safe,” tasty,” and "claar.”

Wa are working to secure “tasty” and “clear” water, which
makes hfe safe and comioriable

B People’s wishes concerning water

Water quality

20 milkon paople think that tap water they dnnk smells musty Of
thase pecpls, mora than 90 percant live in the Tokya
Metropolitan or the Osaka-Kyoto area. This indicates that there
is an urgent need to improve the water quality of mvars running
in or near urban areas.

Tz wata: S :
Aburdand ard regdily gvalabie watar NG T - O
Fytrasining gnd gy wito-sde G W
Wiatai-ralaled racrsaban, N | 7 |

BLCh &3 waler sports and fishing

Tha lnbedl ansy-ba-use wator-usg fnokhes such 88 hat- —

waler supply Syaiama

Rniera anwirgrments

195 Pame Mimiie's Offo3 survay

%

Aburdant ard cloar wals. G e
Greenery ard the coponunily jo camiuna wilh nature | e =
Flarea whers griminn G piay deink I -
Harmasy wilh e syrrouradiogs NG -
Pat playground, oy I T

1520 Pra winener's CTioe survey



We want to restore clear streams ancl lakes by the year 2000:
Clear Water Renaissance 21.

Emergency Astion Pian for Improvement of Water otner related measures such as water punfication projects for
Environment (Clear Water Renaissance 21) alms to imprave, by waterways, installation of combined wastewater treatmant lanks,
the year 2000, the water epvirgnments of rvers. lakes, and dam and dralnage regulation
resanvairs which have particularly severs adverse effects cn the
environment or drinking watar. Jaint effors of the muricpaiities,
residents, and CoNCeMmed govermnment agencies 1o organize and
imglement comprehersive measurss are expactad to make a
big difference Measuras include rver projects such as river
purification and water Hlow preservanon channel projects,
sewerage projects such as basin-based sswar systsms, 2nd

B Before puritication

B Examples of purification measures now In progress

Vanous measures 1o improve water guality are now under
way. Shawn here are selected examples of such measures

Plant Purification on Sanno River (Iharaki Prefectures)

outlaw Clarna

Croos- section of kogasaki
Purification Plant {Chiba Prefecture)

a1



Conservation

Protection of humankind sometimes inevitably affects nature.
That's where creation of nature-friendly river comes in.

Most peaple ii given a chowce would lixe rivers to remain
naturgl and nature-rich, Yet to guard against the viclence of
nature, people nave. frem ancent imes. tned to control naturs
Flogd cormrel projects are a wpical axample of such effions

Since the purpose of flzod control projects is to deai with
nature in the form of nvers. it is impossible to molement flocd
control projects without affecting nature. Mevertheless, efforts

Al
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must be made ‘o find ways fo lve with nature by restoning the
natusal erveronment or craating a heler ane

Nature 15 bountiful t3 human and nonhuman creaturas aike.
The “nature-frendly river” scheme we are proposing is an
approach based on our techrolegy ane ghilesophy which nave
evalved from that understanding

M praf |



The goal "living with nature” may sound too ambitious, but there are
many things we can do in everyday life.

— . s - : v — T

Ruwers and lakes are invaluable habitats for a variety of ife
farma including animals, such as %ishes. birds, and insects, and
numerous plant speciss,

Today, "quality of hfie® 1s @ major concem, That, however, does
not justity turming cur eyes away from nature, On the conirany.
that is the reason we should turn loving dyes ‘o nature |n orger
to attain the goal of bving with those plants and animals, t is
necassary to continue cur eiors fo conserve ang craate nature-
Fich fver emaronments.




Restoring livabhle environments

From olden times, rivers have universally been thought of as
community symbols. The challenge is to make rivers attractive
enough to be called community symbols again.

The Saine. the Themess, the Surida, The Cheng Kiang —
thasa are all rivers which have, from olden times heen regarded
as places for everyday actvilies as community space, as main
sireels, and as communty symibois In recent years. however,
dateriomation of water quakty has made nvers less anracuve, and
rapid urdanization has made rivers less accessible, thersby
tarnishing the nvers image ag a communily symool There 5 a
need, therefore, 10 restore the functions of rivers, such as
landscape, natural environment. and culture, and maka tham
attractive encugh to be called community symbols




Creation of a river harmoniously integrated with the community.
That is the goa!l of "Hometown Rivers" .

Creaton of an atractive and cutturally sophisticated
community seamlessiy blending with & rver
Hometown Riwvers projects provides suagart to
municipalities which are both enthusiaste ang creative
in ther purswit of gommunidy davelopment
hamoniausly intagraling with mver spags development.
tn order to encourage voluntger efforts in the local
community, the plan for these projects, usually a 5-
year undertaking, s formulated by a committes of
scholars, representatives of the concerned pratfectural
and municipal governments, and community
reprasantatives.
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Restoring livable environments

Dams can perform the task of
blending with the surrounding
landscape.

Crams abound with the aitractions found at features of resods.
such as abundant watsr, neatly constructed roads, and
mountaing covered with lusn graenery. In order to anable people
to enjoy the dams and therr mare, effort 15 under way ko mprove
tha anvirenmental quality of dam arsas,

"Home town Erosion Control"
projects, prevent sediment

disasters and support

community development

efforts.

A community that has been exposed to the danger of
sediment disastars begins to work to become a safe ang
culturally sophisticated area. "Hometown Erosien Contral®

projects support such efford,

[Okinawa prat.]



Slope preservation projects prevent sediment disasters and
make effective use of slopes as green parks.

The upper part of & il prone to sediment disaster is removed. Then this stabilized area is
used effectively as a park, for the purpose of regional revitalization "Specified Use Slope
Praservation® projects provide support to municipaliies thal are working toward both disaster
prevention and puiic iand use.

Several yaars after tha building af prevention works

o7 sl
Jizukiyams Landslida (juna 5,1950)



Restoring livable environments

We are working to make coastal zone more enjoyable and
useful.

W Coastal Community Zone {CCZ) project promote con gct between human benpgs and the sea. The

Coastal Community Zone project schemi 1§ one such approach,

Conventional approaches to coasial development have The goal of CCZ 15, by cominnng puble works such as coasts,

focused heavily on dsaster prevenbion Fulure effons. however, parks. roads, and sewer systems, and prvate sector vitallty, 1o

chould encompass measures {0 not only prevent disasters but creale an environment nat will encourage people to enjoy the
also develop cosstal space inte @ medwm through which 1o 584,




