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FELZOW VINCENTIANS

You will have. cbhserved that of late reports on the
activities of the volcano over Radio St Vincent have been few
and far between. The old adage that no news is good news is
very apt in this case.

The latest reports from the sclentists at the Belmont
Observatory indicate thet there is a minimum of seismic activity
at the volcano and that the dome~building phase should not give
cause for special slarm, subject, of course, to the oft repeated
caution that volcanoces are always unpredictable.

S}nce I last addressed you, the dome has continued to grow
s}owly, and at present its east-west dimension is measured at
2,380 foet and its helight 300 feet, Im addition a small
gubgidiary dome khas grown to the south of the main dome+in an
area previocusly exhibiting fumerclic activity., This subsidisrv
dome 1s estimated to be 60 feet high and 200 feet wide in the
Begt West direction., I am advised that such parasitic domes
kave been observed to form in other wolcenoes such as those in
the Kamohatks region of the USSR, The rains over the last few
weeks have resulted in water entering the crater thus causing
the formation of two small lakes to the eaat amd west of the
dome. In the meantime observations of the voleano is comtinuing
24 hours per day and the Scientists have repaired the damaged
monitoring equipment around the volcano which thoughtless
visltors to the Soufriere had damaged.

It is evident that the rainy season and consequently the
planting season for our farmers is on us as ocur economy is basod
almost entirely on agriculture we have had to give serious
thought tc the question ol the return of all evacuees to their

homes,



In an attempt tc have a first hand look at the Agricultural
areas north of the Dry River and to obtain an indication of i
wishes of the pecple living in those areas, I have visited tuc
area North of the Dry River accompanied by other Ministers of
Government and officials, and held discussions with a numboy of
regidents who had returned to their hemes voluntarily. I alac
vislted several camps heouslng evacuees from North of the Dry River
and had dialogge with some of the evacuees who had not yet returned
to their homes.

At Sandy Bay, Owia and Fancy, the landscape has been
transformed from ash-grey to green and the arrowrcot fields especially
looked very healthy., The main matter of grave concern and which
caused some worry was the sight of snimals roaming free among fhe
arrowroot fields and other crops. %This situation is belng alleviated
as more and more evacuees return to thelr homes.

In discuession with many of those evacuees who had returned
home, I was exhorted to give the.zll clear for those persons still
remaining in Camps to return in order that anxious farmers can
commence preparing their lands for planting. They argusd that it
would be futile to do s¢ unless those who had animals on the loosc
returned to take care of them.

During my visits to those camps housing persons from North of
the Dry River also, it was the expressed wish of the majority of
them that they should be sent home as soon as possible as they
feared that further delay might result in thelr iInability to make
uge of the rains and thus cause low yields in agricultural produce
this year.

Aftor discussing the matter with my Cabinet colleagues and
with Scientists advieing my Government and taking into account the
expressed and implied wishes of the people I have decided that if
our economy is not to suffer any further loss this is the time feor

the remaining evacuees to returm to their homes.



The scheduled return of persons in areas other than those kenth
of the Dry River was carried out as planned and preparations were
made to house those morth of the Dry River in some schools, churelies
and other buildings on the Windward side of the island, It howerver
became necessary to transport a mumber of residents across the riv
as they had expressed the desire to return. The position as oftoday
is that there are now about 500 persons still remaining in about
seven Camps, sicne we have been able to close ten of them between
Friday the 2Cth and today 27+h July, The seven remaining camps at
Park Hill Community Centre, Prospect House, Stubbs Day Nursery,

Me Connie Yammie Building, Richland Park, Marriagua Primary School
and Calliaqua Town Hall will be vacuated over the weekend.

The same procedure with regard to the issue of rations will be
adopted in this case - that is on leaving cemps persons will be giveu
two (2) weeks rations and subsequent supplies of rations will beo
distributed in the several comounities Lf the need arises and
depending on the resources of Government.

In order that the tranditional services might be available my
Govermment hag arranged for Police Stations at Sandy Bay and Owia
to be opened. Arrangements have also been nade for all medical
poraonnel such as District Nurses and the Dispensers to repert for
duty immediately and for the District Medicsl Officer to provide the
usual medical coverage c¢f the area,

My Govermment is also conscious of the fact that there has boon
damage to certain houses in the areas which were evacuated. It is
our interntion toc assist persoms with damaged houses with roofing
materials and lumber as may be required., A survey of the damage
done to houses is at present being undertaken and estimates Navebeen
completed for the area from Fancy to Overland in respect of over
600 houses.

With 2 view to catering for the needs of those persons inthe
previously evacuated arezs distribution centres were set up at
Chateaubelair, Petit Bordel, Rose Bank, Rose Hall, Troumaca,

Coulls Hill and Spring Village on the Lecward side and at 1% Grenan,



Colonarie, Park Hill, South Rivers, Byera, Chester Cottage, George
town and Mt Bentick on the Windward side. Teams have already isoued
gupplies of rations from these centres %o needy persons including
those whe had returned homc about six week ago, It is proposed o
e3teblish aimilar centres in areas north of the Dry River,

It must be remembered that in the communities mentioned above,
there were those persons who had not left their homes during the
crigis and those who had returned home before the all-clear was givea,
Obviously those persons were also considered far agsistance. The
main criteria for the issue of rations in the areas which were
evacuated were thercfore those of need and inability to suppors then-
selves and their families., These same criteria will apply in the
case of those peraons morth of the Dry River.

The Building Section of the Public Works Department has bean
very busy over the past few wecks cleaning and repairing varicus
school buildings as they became vacant and the Ministry of Educciticn
with the cooperation of the Teachers was able to open some Primsry
Schools on a staggered basis over a three week period before the
vacation as the school buildings became ready for classes.

There has of course been extonsive damage to bulldings and
school furniture and our Pubiic Works Department and Heusing
Authority as well as private contractors are now engaged in the tagk
of carrying out the necessary repairs so that the new scheool tern
will meet us prepared to place the students back in thelr classrcous
ant in eclean surroundings.

Ladies and gentlemen, during criseg such as thig through whicl
we have just passed, one tends to take for granted the serviccs given
hy certain individuals and orgenisations. I will however be very
remisg if I did not express appreciation for the yoeman scrvice given
by the officers and men cf the St Vincent Cadet Corps under tho ablo
leadership of Captain Leacock. TFrom the very outsoct they were on the

0 assisting here, there and cverywhere, I can say without & doubt



that the Corps has Justified its existence, The the officers and
I wish, on behalf of my Government, to say a hearty thank you for
a job well done,

Then, too, we had the Royal S5t Vincent Policce Force whosc
resources were sitretched to the limit., From the Commisasioner down
1o the Cadet placed country before self and played their part
glways in ensuring that law and arder was maintained throughout the
State and that every depariment of the Force was manned 24 hours per
day. At times this meant that certain officers and men had to work
around the clock, During all this the conduct of the men and the
morale of the Force were at the higheat level,

As their motto indicates the Guides and Scouts aeemed to have
been prepared and they tco carried cut their various chores willingly
and enthusjastically.

Of eourse, ‘voo, organisations such as the Jaycecs, the Chamber of
COommerce, the Rotary Club, the Lions, the Red Cross and the Nati-nnl
Council of Women were towers of strength and the Christian Couare1l
did not cater only for the spiritual welfare of the evacuees but it
contributed irn no smell measure to their material needs, I must not
overlook the many Civil Bervants whe worked beyond the call of duty
and give considerable and waluable assistance in many ways. 4nd
f£finally, I again wish to thank publiely the wvarious overseas
governments, agencies, firms, organisations and individuals within
+z:d outside of the Caribbean who demonstrated concern for our welfarc
cnd contributed and still continue to contribute both materially and
in a number of ways to our general welfara.

Fow that we are back on the road to normaley, I wish to take this
opportunity to say, on behalf of my Government, a hearty thank yoa
to the Heads of those religious denominations and to those individoeals
who so willingly placed their churches and houses at the disposcl
oI my Govermment to be used as camps. Where necessary assistance

will be given for repalrs to those buildings to be effected.



Ladies and gentlemen, the past fourteen (44) weeks have been
one of the most disruptive pericds in the history of our beloved
state, Not only has the economy suffered considerable damage, but
every citizen of the State experienced certain stresses and strainc
above the normal during thie period. 7Those were however bormc with
great fortitude in true Vincentian fashion., In am confident that
in the months ahead everyone will put his shouvlder to the whecl,
and assist in the drive +towards the reconstruction of the eoconooy
and the gocial stability of our State.

It is my sincere hope that we will continue tc face the many
challenges that lic ahead of us in the ¢coming months and that my
Government will continue to serve all the people of cur State

faithfully and well,

I propose to comsult with the Chraistian Council of Churches
with & view to inviting all christians to join on & pertichl.r day
in prayers of thanksgiving for our prescrvation and for God's
special guidance durang +he coming months, and I am confident that
his will te the wish of all cur people. Thank you and Good night
to you all,
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