I . NATURAL AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS IN JAPAN
SUBJECT TO OCCURRENCE OF NATURAL DISASTERS

1. Steep Mountains, Weak Ground, Severe Weather Conditions
2. The Japanese Islands apt to be Damaged by Earthquakes and Volcanic

Eruptions
Voleanpes of the world The number of typhoon approaches and
o~ - the shore strikings
I

3]

The number of typhoony

T
1970 75 a0 85 90 95 98 &
year

— BFEAORAY (SROPOHFBRDGFirn
AREES H300mLIPIZIEE L 71280

N LD - Volcane The number of typhoon approaches to Japan
H 7ﬁl:!i%ﬁt?ﬁ@#‘-}l?ﬂ:bt6860)1%9(LIJb"’fJ‘?EL’EL‘iTo {The number of typhoons whose center has
In Japan, there are 86 actve volcanoes which 1s egquevalent to about 10% approached within 300 km of meteorological

offices

---- GROLEN (SROGLIEE - M - -
LAHOBRRICEL 7220
The number of typhoen shore stntking {The number
of typhoons whose center has reached the costal line
of Hokkaide Honshu Shikoku and Kyushy)

of 1otal volcanoes on the earth

World Geographical Distribution of Hypocenters and Plates

7~ ¢ ?«»\%_ . 5
N/ vt s P

v =1 - - . T i a%v‘i
Eurasiay Flar= . / - morth agrags frare

5
Ao\ % ) S e

.

A M - R Uy

N\ R
~E
7.

DR

(1988~19915F 7 ¥ = F 21— F5EL k., 100kmd )RV HUEE )
{1988 1991, Magnitude 25 0, Depth = 100km



J. Local Depopulation

and Aging Developed on one hand with

Urbanization on the other hand

M Japanese cities have more
precipitation than large cities in
other countries.
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M Rivers in Japan flow directly from mountain to sea.
This comparison with selected rivers shows how precipitously they flow.
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B Floods in Japan act like sprinters: short and quick.

Ratio of flood duration to flood discharge per unit area of catchment
discharge. (m*/sec/km?)
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