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International Conference of
the Pan American States.
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“it shall be the duty of the e
Intemational Sanitary Bureau {o
lend ifs best aid and experience
toward the widest possible
protection of the public health of
each of the Republics”
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In 1949, the Director-General of REE S RETEENET
the World Health Organization Agreenent fo Make Bureau
and the Director of the Pan Hemisphere Health Office
American Sanitary Bureau
signed the agreement
recognizing the Pan American
Sanitary Bureau as the Regional
Office of the World Health
Organization for the Americas.
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Disasters

are not natural
Vulnerability to disasters

saster Reduction

is/ not compatible with
Risk f Hazard . Vulnerability physical, mental

or social wellbeing.
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Scope : PAHO Disaster Program

= Established in 1976
» 1980 creation of MoH disaster programs
“Natural” Chemical, Complex - 1985 Subregional offices

: radiological Disasters
Disasters .4 biological . 1992 Mitigation in health facilities
isasters 1999 Disasters and Development

= 2004 Regional approach and interregional

cooperation @
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From Ad-Hoc Disaster Response to
The focus given to risk and Developmenf
disaster management is - ;

continuously changing

Disasters and
Development

Witigation and
Preparedness
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Preparedness
and Response

Response
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Main Activities

1. Strengthening institutions

Strengthening Institutions

+ Support the creation
of national programs
(technical staff,
funding, access to
the decision-making fg
level) ;
Promote
intersectoral
cooperation

2. Training

3. Special Projects
e Hospital Mitigation
® SUMA

* Regional Disaster Information
Center
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