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Pantry of farmhouse at Cexen On the floar were jour large slovage vessels, tuw of winch were seo-thivds fadl o bewnis The
other two were empty or contamed a hguwd at the time of the evuption A grovced stope maud ~pas fonnd i the -l
The tephra collapsed and carbonized the palm thatch reofmg (viible o centery, breakang the vesels and spdioes the bean
on the floor

Thas fired clay figurme
found near the farmhouse
at Cerén was probabhy part
of familv ritual praciice.
af the Classic Mma.

Excavatian of Cerén
ﬁzmhmm’ trea 2 whuch
was @ pottery workimg
area. B the column base
are a lump of clay and a
large grooved and
performuted vione dic of
unknown function The
sy steqyares (5
centimeters.
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Plan of Cerén farmhonuse The western pert of Area !was wsed forartifact slorage and perhaps for weaving
L
cottom garments Area 2 was wed for pottery manufacture: drea 4 wee the panim: Area 5 was a storage

nnd work area with vesels suspended from the raof,



prerogative. Within the tarmhbouse itselt,
functional areas were extraordinarily well
preserved and easy to detine. A pantry contained
large ceramic storage vessels, two ot which were
still tull of fryoles de arroz, a local variety of bean.
A possible potterv-making area contained three
irems. a hand-formed ball of tine clav, a lump of
hematte which s a red iron oxide used in
pamting pouery and an andesite smoothing and
polishing stone. Other hiving-space and working
arcas were also tound, among them a place tor
coton weaving.

The eastern part of Area !, the room i the
cenrral part of the house. was generallv tree of
arttacts and was kept that wav when the house
wits occupied. The onlyv exceprion was one
particular arca where a small crude miniature pot
and 20 potsherds were tound. According to
ethnographic evidence, the potiery makers in
Muava houscholds were almost alwavs temale. Since
this pot was much more crudelv made than the
others tound in the house. it is possible that its
crestor was a voung girl just lestrning the craft
The 20 sherds tound on the {loor close to the pot
may have been counters. since the Mava
numerical svstem is based on the number 20, 1f
the room itself had been a liule girl's room, her
age would have been about five or six—or so one
might guess.

Behind the housc and plattorm, test
excavations revealed a cultivated field in use when
the eruption struck. Apparendy, the field was no
an urigated one. bur it had heen ridged for water
retention and corn sceds had been sown along
the ridges ad intervals of approximately 50
centimeters. The corn had sprouted and grown to
a height of five to ten centimerters when Laguna
Caldera erupted and rhe plants were preserved
beautifullv by the tephra as casts. Given the
seasonaltity of rainfall in El Salvador and the
hetght of the plants, the Laguna Caldera eruption
probablyv occurred in Mav or early June.

Much remains to be learned about Protoclassic
Mava society. The well preserved house at Cerén
will be helptul in determining the naturc of Mava
lite and some large scale seasons are being
planned there tor the future. As new information
is unearthed. our notions of Mava society will be
modified. But the impact of the eruption of
Hopango is still reasonably clear: the devastation
ot the southeastern Mava highlands suddenly
disrupted Protoclassic Mava sodiety by killing or
displacing a great number of people, Migrating
survivors forced changes on lowland communiries,
shifts that accelerated the puace of cultural
evolution, Tikal, especially. henefitted trom the
disaster by taking advantage of the economic

disruptions resulting trom Uopango. The
recolonization of the highlands was slow and, as
the Cerén site attests. was again disrupred at least
i a small arca by rhe Laguna Caldera cruption,
The soils of El Salvador must sull fully recover
and the whole storv ot the Mava is vet 10 be told.
But beneath the blanket of tephra lies, and has
now for centuries, an mvaluable body ol evidence
which must sull be explored.

For FUrTHER READING on volcanoes in general:
F.M. Bullard, Voleanoes of the Earth {Umversity of
Texas Press, Austin 1976%, authoritative,
well-written and well-illustrated overview of
volcanology.

On the archaeologv of El Salvador: R.].
Sharer. "The Prehistory of the Southeastern Mava
Periptierv.” Current .fnthmpo[ogx 2(1974):165-187,
recent summary of the prehistory of El Salvador
from 1200 s.c. to a.p. 1500

On speditic excavations: S.K. Lothrop, “Pottery
Tvpes and their Sequence in El Salvador,” Indian
Notes and Monographs 4(Museum of the A\merican
Indian. New York 19271:163-220. the first careful
examination of artifacts under the [lopango ash
laver with quite accurate conclusions: R.]. Sharer,
editor. The Prehistory of Chalchuapa, El Satvador, 3
volumes {Lniversity of Pennsylvania Press.
Philadelphia 1978). detailed descriptions of
excavattons and survey of this major center of the
southeast Mayva Highlands: P.1). Sheets, “llopango
Volcano and the Mava Protoclassic.” University
Museum Studies 9 (Southern llinois University,
Carbondale 1976), summary of the 1975 research
ot the Protoclassic Project with sections on
archaeology and geology: G.R. Willey, W. Bullard,
J- Glass and J.C. Gifford. “Pre histmiL Mava
Settlements in the Belize Vallev, " Papers, Pmbod\v
Musewm S4(Harvard University, ( ambndge 1965),
detailed account of excavations at Barton Ramie.
an apparent recipient of disaster victims at about
A.p. 3000 G.R. Willev and J.C. Gifford, “Pottery ot
the Holmul I Style from Barton Ramie. British
Honduras,” in 8.K. Lothrop, editor, Essavs in
Precolumbian Art and Archaeology (Harvard
University Press, Cambridge, Massachusetts
1961):152-170, still the best well-illustrated
summary of the Prowclassic artifact distributions
in the Mava lowlands.

On the Chort Muava: Sir Eric Thompson, Mave
History and Religion (University of Oklahoma Press,
Norman 1970). chapter 3. a well written account
ot the Chort Mava expansion from the castern
Mava lowlands southward into Honduras and El
Salvador during the Middle Classic Period dating
to the fifth and sixth centuries after Christ



