Overall disaster managvrment
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{'tus paper wlentifies the mam Irends m overail Jisaster management in the Caribbean reyvional and
nanonaj levels from a health sector perspecttve.-t lughlights the main reasons why and how the region
moved from an “ad hoc” response which existed in the sixties, to an organized systein by the rmiddle of the
nineties. [t ulse preposes some areas which will need special attention in order to improve regional and
mat aal enverall disaster management in the future

1. Infroductic .:

In thus article the word Canbbean refets to the Caribbean Sea and its 1slands. limited n the north west by
Cuva and the Bahamas 1slands and m the south east by Trinidad and Tobago. Furthest to the east is the
island ot Barbados. The southern limit of the region is formed by Venezuela and the western one hy Central
amerca. Fisure 1)

A number of smal! islands belonging to mainland countres such as the ones which are dependents
ot Colomma, nerduras, Mexico or Venezuela are not considered in the discussion since their political ana
admimstratyve organisau. are too different in therr evolution and disaster management

< . s _4__,__._ e _
ll ewthen ) e H
\1 J fam f9uumral Cornt Al:aeul
o e Ny ,..,.mnwam Atlantic Ocean
M
" § e M fiadygl L ashwand
R b .- -
Sy N |
L . \_s“ N ? P
- \
g Y & A W 7 r‘....,.zu m{:’ Qi
k\_’\ ? I o ] E 2
— r '\-.-V\.AMJ Ry r‘un.nm:m
. ] o
]ime;ca 1aerro Rirg "'t""
c:::b 3. L :?..w,,.,. gz .
. o Twee
! = GJ:::J\?"‘ t)‘-')—-
""’""""i‘c. [
.. .-N.J\_.hw_\ N
LU
Flosd o, a- .
Curibbean .,
e
LESSLR -0 G
s
ANMTILLES Bebaki.,
R Y
L)
Horrnyus l.“?“.
Tririrs )
a4
R I TAT ] I"J K.‘.‘ ,J’D ‘.‘-‘.‘-_‘
s hd I\.n--\-‘.-1
Farm
/‘L‘“\ - Vesezueja '{
- \ / .
anman. s ﬂ .

B
‘Thirty four countnes are considered in this paper. Although. Bermuda is not peographically in the
Caribbean Sea. and Guyana. Surinam, French Guvana and Belize are part of the mamiand. they are inchided

*Jean Luc Poncelet, MD MPH Head of the Canbbean Disaster Preparedness Sub Regional Program, PAHO/WHO

The opinion expressed in this paper reflects onlv the point of view of the author and not the one of Panamerican Health
O yutitaution



